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place.
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It has received their approbation,

and I thank the honourable member for

supporting it in this place.
" Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and

the repcrt adopted.
House adjourned at 10.23 p.m,

Hegislative @ounril

Wednesday, the 2nd October,

The PRESIDENT (the Hon,

1974

A P

Griffith) taok the Chair at 4.30 pm, and

read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

Time Limits

The Hon. HA W. GAYFER,
Minister for Justice:

to the

CONSUMER PROTECTION

INQUIRY

Raymond Mearketing Company and

Pinelonds {(Ausiralig) Pty. Ltd.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS, to the
Minister for Education:

In view of the announcement in
an article in the Daily News of
the 2ith September, 1974, con-
cerning the activitles of Raymond
Marketing Company and Pine-
lands (Australia) Pty. Ltd. that
the Minister for Consumer Affairs
was having an investigation into
the activities of these organisa-
tions, would the Minister advise—
(a) has the investigation beecn
completed;

(b) by whom was the investiga-
tion ecarried out;

(e) if the answer to (a) is “Yes”
has the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs been furnished
with a report;

(d} if so, will he lay the report
on the Table of the House?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

Mr Griffiths was kind enough to
give prior notice of this question
to my colleague, the Minister for
Consumer Affairs. The answer is
that the investigation has been
completed. It was carried out by
the Consumer Protection Bureau,
and the Minister has been furn-

Would the Minister consider call-
ing a meetlng of the Standing
Orders Commiitee with a view to
altering our Standing Orders to
provide for time limits on general
and Committee stages of debate
along the line pursued by the Leg-
islative Assembly fellowing its
experience of 1963, which now ap-
pears to be occurring in this
House?

By way of explanation, I handed
in this question last night, but in
the flurry which occurred I would
not be at dll surprised if the Min-
ister has not been advised of it.
From the evidence I have I feel
he well may not have heen advis-
ed. I apologise for this.

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

I have had some notice of the
question, although perhaps not in
the precise form iIn which the
honourable member directed it to
me. I would convey to him that I
am prepared to forward to you,
Mr President, and to the Standing
Orders Committee for further
consideration, his request that the
Standing Orders Committee give
.consideration to time limits on
general and Committee stages of
debate. .

izhed with a copy of the report,
which I seek leave to lay on the
Table of the House.

g‘;;sej report was tabled (see paper No.

QUESTIONS (5): ON NOTICE
INDUSTRIAL STOPPAGES
Closure of Hotels

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to the
Minister for Justice:

(1) On the 1st October, 1974, was
union labour withdrawn from the
hotel industry?

(2) Did the Swan Hotel Chain decide
to close its hotels, as did many of
the larger hotels which were de-
pendent on other than family
staff?

(3) Did the union movement bring
pressure on the Swan Brewery to
change its decision and open for
a short period before and after the
proposed public meeting?

(4) What staff are manning these
hotels during these }imited open-
ing times?

(5) Has the Licensing Court allowed
bottle departments to open if in-
sufficient staff are available to
open the bars?
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(6) If lounges and cocktail bars open,
has the Licensing Court permitted
the normal charging for these
areas?

The Hon. N. McNEILIL, replied:

(1) Yes. I am given to understand
there was a direction that union
labour he withdrawn under threat
to management that if such labour
worked on the 1lst October the
establishinent would face a black
ban.

(2) to (5) No precise information is
available. However the Licensing
Court left the opening and staffing
of hotels to the discretion of the
individual managements and per-
mission of the Court was hot
required.

(6) The matter of prices charged in
hotels is outside the jurisdiction
of the Licensing Court.

HOUSING
Port Hedland

The Hon. J. C. TOZER, to the Minister
for Justice:

(1) What is the State Housing Com-
mission programme for eonstrue-
tion of houses under the Common-
wealth/State Housing Agreement
in South Hedland in 1974-757

{(2) How many persons are on the
waiting list for State Housing
Commission houses in the Port
Hedland area?

(3) (a) Is it planned to remove houses
from the “green belt” area
between Anderson Street and
North West Coastal Highway
in Port Hedland, for re-erec-
tion in South Hedland, in this
finanecial year; and

(b} 1f so, how many?

* (4) What is the estimated cost to re-
move and re-erect each house?

(5) Are these re-erected houses—if any
—included in the programme re-
ferred to in (1) ?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1) The Commission’s building pro-
gramme for 1974-75 with funds
gvailable. under the Housing
Agreement Act 1973 is ten houses.

(2) As at the 2nd October, 1974 there
are fifty-six applicants seeking
accommodation in the Port Hed-
land area—as- distinct from South
Hedland.

(3) (a) Yes.

.{h) The ten remaining Commis-
sion duplex units are pro-
grammed for removal to South
Hedland. -

(4) The current Commission forecast
to remove and re-erect is $14 000
per building.

(5) No.

HEALTH
Pediculosis: Treatment

The Hon., R. H. C. STUBES, to the

Minister for Community Welfare:

(1> Would the Minister please clarify
the responsibility for the treat-
ment of Pediculosis (Head Lice)
infestation in a community in
respect of—

(a) schools;

(b} in the home; and

(¢) any other place where it
oceurs?

(2) Who has the necessary power to
carry out the treatment?

(3) What part does Community Wel-
fare play in this problem?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1) The responsibility for obtaining
treatment for infection with pedi-
culosis capitis (head lice) rests
with the individual, or in the case
of a minor, with the parent or
guardian.

(2) Treatment may only he carried
out by.a person authorised to do
so by the individual, or where
appropriate by the parent or
guardian,

(3) Basically the responsibility for the
detection and follow-up of infesta-
tion in a community rests with the
local health authority who may he
assisted by officers of the Com-
munity Welfare and/or Public
Health Departments.

EAST MADDINGTON SCHQOL
Sewerage

The Hon, CLIVE GRIFFITHS, to the

Minister for Edueation:

(1) Will the new East Maddington
Primary school be connected to a
sewerage system?

(2) If the answer to (1) is “No" would
ithe Minister give the reasons?

(3) Is a sewerage system available in
the vicinity of the school?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON rephed

(1) Yes.
(2) (Not applicable),

(3) Sewerage services are fo be
provided in the area. :

5. This question weas postponed.

FUEL, ENERGY AND POWER
RESOURCES %CI'I;‘LAMENDI&IENT
I

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the Ist Oetober.’
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'THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West)
{442 pm.l; As we know, this Bill seeks
to desl with an emergency situation if
and when it arises. When one considers
the history of this legislation since it was
first introduced to the Parliament, it can
almost be said that the opposition to it
by ALP members was insincere, It could
certainly be said that the members of the
ALP are inconsisient in their attitude to
the Eill. In fact, if members of the Opposi-
tion were racehorses—and I am not
suggesting they are—perhaps the stewards
may be interested in taking a swab of
their performance because of fheir in-
consistency.

The Hon. R. Thompson: They would be
found fo bhe thoroughbreds.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I do not suggest
that they are nags notwithstanding what
happened during the previous sitting of
this House, It is quite obvious, however,
that members of the Opposition have
their tongues in their cheeks, and still
have them there when opposing this
measure.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I can assure you
that I do not have my tongue in my cheek.

The Hon. V. J, FERRY: Quite remark-
ably, the Tonkin Government approved
of the drafting of a Bill similar to this
one,

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Did the
Tonkin Government approve of the print-
ing of that Bill?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: It is obvious
that Opposition members do not under-
stand what their own Government, under
the former Premier (the Hon. J. T.
Tonkin), arranged to bring to this Parlia-
ment. That Government approved the
drafting of a Bill similar to this one, and
now Opposition members are denying that
this was ever so, It is quite extraordinary
for & Minister of the previous Labor Party
Cabinet to deny that this was the situa-
tion when there is ample proof that the
Bill was approved.

This 1s emergency legislation and I want
to deal with the principle underlying that
type of legislation., In order to refresh
the memories of members, I would men-
tion that it is well known that other
States, and indeed other countries, have
emergency legislation. In New South
Wales there is an Act entitled the
Emergency Powers Act. This Act was
introduced under a Labor Premier (the
Hon. J. McGirr), In Victoria there is the
Essential Services Act of 1948, That was
introduced by the then Premier (the Hon.
T. T. Holloway) who was a Liberal.

It is known that Queensland also has
emergency legislation. It has the Indus-
trial Law Amendment Act of 1948, and
elso it has certain provisions to deal with
an emergency under its Traffic Act of 1961.
It is interesting to note that the Indus-
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trial Law Amendment Act in Queensland
was introduced by a Labor Premier (the
Hon. E. M. Hanlon), and the Queensland
Traffic Act of 1961 was introduced by the
Nicklin ministry which was a Liberal-
Country Party Government.

Of course in the Commonwealth scene,
in 1949, the Chifley Labor Goverhment
introduced the national szcurity legisla-
tion.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: That does not
make this legislation good.

The Hon, V. J. FERRY: The honour-
able member made his speech at great
length during the previous sitting and he
would do well now to listen to what other
members have to say.

At the present time we are aware of the
situation in South Australia, where a
Labor Government has introduced a Bill to
that Parliament, and I understand it 1is
still with the Parliament. So there fis
wide recognition for this type of legisla-
tion in prineciple by a number of Govern-
ments, irrespective of their political colour,
and, of eourse, in general terms, the United
States of America has its emergency
powers Statutes, and in Great Britain the
Emergency Powers Act of 1964 is on the
Statute book. I will not go on to mention
any more, but those I have mentioned
illustrate that there is need for emergency
legislation and it is not unusual for coun-
tries to frame legislation for emergency
purposes.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Has any one
of our members said that he does not
helieve there should not be emergency
legislation?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I will be very
interested to hear the Leader of the Op-
position make his contribution to the
debate—as I hope he will. The Essential
Services Act of 1948 of Victoria contains
many provisions but I will quote only from
section 3 of that Act as follows—

In this Act unless inconsistent with
the context or subject-matter—
“Essential service” means any of
the following services, namely—
(a) Transport;
(b) Fuel;
(c) Light;
(d) Power;
(e) Water,;
(f) Sewerage;
(g) Any service specifled
from time to time by
Order of the Governor
in Council published in
the Government Gaz-
elte—
The section goes on to provide for other
things. I merely mention that in passing
to show that the Victorian Statute is in-
deed very wlide,



{Wednesday, 2 October, 1974]

I would like now to refer to the emer-
gency powers legislation that was intro-
duced to the South Australian Parliament
and which, I understand, is still with that
Parliament. In doing so I quote from the
speech made by the Hon. T. M. Casey,
the Minister for Agriculture, when speak-
ing in the South Australian Parliament on
the 6th August, 1974. This extract ts taken
from page 249 of the South Australian
Parliamentary Debates. When introducing
the Bill, the Hon. T. M. Casey had this
to say—

Twice, in the past two years, this
Parliament has been asked to consider
and pass, in a period of somewhat less
than 24 hours, legislation dealing with
situations of emergency. In each case
the situations were somewhat similar,
being brought about by an expected
acute shortage of petrol supplies. Not-
withstanding that the Government
and indeed the people of this State
of every political complexion have
good reason to be satisfied with the
way this Parliament rose to the oceca-
sion, it is considered that there must
be a better method of dealing with
such situations than by the enactment
of special legislation to cover each
case. Two considerations are para-
mount when an emeérgency accurs:
first, the Executive Government must
be armed with sufficient power to en-
sure that appropriate action can be
swift and effective, and secondly, in a
Parliamentary democracy, the action
taken must be open to a considered
and an effective review by Parliament.

It is very interesting to read what mem-
bers of the Labor Government in South
Australia think about emergency legisla-
tion.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton:
sound comment.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I would now
like to refer to what the Premier and
Colonial Treasurer in New South Wales
said when dealing with emergency legisla-
tion on the 28th June, 1949, When he
introduced the Bill he sald—

As hon. members will appreciate,
this Government was elected by a
majority of the people of New South
Wales to govern this State, upon a
policy of concillation and arbitration
so far as industrial matters are con-
cerned. We intend to govern upon
that basis. There are at work in this
community forces who do not sub-
scribe to this policy. I now refer {o
those who believe that arbitration
should be abolished. In fact there are
those who belleve in the overthrow of
constitutional government and the es-
tablishment of a complete dictator-
ship; some to the Right, and some

A very
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to the Left. Certainly leaders of some
unions who hold office are endeavour-
ing to foist this view upon the people.

Those were the words of the Labor Premier
of New South Wales at that particular
time.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Do you mind
telling me whether there are any provisions
in that Act which would override industrial
awards and agreements?

The Hon. N, McNeill: Indeed, I will tell
you.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: If Mr Cooley
does not know these things, he should do
some homework,

The Hon, S, J, Dellar: You must have
done yours in a hurry.

The Heon. V, J, FERRY: When the Chif-
ley Labor Government held office in the
national Parliament in Canberra, it intro-
duced the National Emergency (Coal
Strike) Bill in 1949, I would like to quote
a well-known person who represented a
Federal seat for this State at that time., I
refer to Mr Burke who represented the
electorate of Perth. As we know he was a
prominent and well respected Labor man.
On page 1681 of the proceedings of the
Federal Parliament for the 29th June, 1949,
he is reporied as follows—

The general coal strike, which has
paralysed the industrial community of
Australia, has been caused, we believe,
by the Communist-led miners’ federa-
tion at the behest of the Communist
party of Australia. The evidence
shows clearly that the trouble 1s not an
industrial dispute but a purely political
move. What, the long-range objectives
of the Communist party are, we can
only conjecture, but I freely claim that
its aim now, as it always has been, is
to defeat the organized Labour move-
ment and the governments which that
movement has elected to parliaments
in Australla. It is also a matter of
conjecture that the Communist party
hopes, by the defeat of Labour govern-
ments, to cause chaos and discord in
the community, In the circumstances,
this bill, drastic as it is, and anathema
as it is to many life-long supporters of
the Labour movement, is completely
Justified.

Now I will refer to the words of another
very prominent Labor member—indeed, a
Minister—of that time, If my memory
serves me correctly.

The Hon. R. F, Claughton: What hap-
pened to the Chifley legislation?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I am referring
to Mr Dedman who is reported on page
1686 of the same debates.

The Hon. R. P. Claughton: Who wrote
your speech for you?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I do not think
1 will bother to reply to that inane inter-
jection,
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The Hon. R. P, Claughton: You would
naot want to.
. The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: This is just a
number of quotes. That is an easy way
to make a speech.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: The Minister
said—

I am glad that the Opposition is sup-
porting the measure and the action of
the Governinent ih declaring a state
of emergency. -

In the same debates, at page 1693, another
prominent member of the ALP in the
person of Mr Arthur Calwell, is reported as
follows—

In our view, the strike is Communist-
inspired. The Coal Industry Tribunal
was established by this Government.
The miners have foolishly repudiated
it. Seventy-five per cent. of the miners
are not Communists. They are good
Australians and they have as much
enthusiasm for their country as the
average Australian worker has, and
they are as good citizens as most other
Australians are. But they have allowed
themselves to be manoeuvred into a
false position by the trickery of those
of their leaders who are members of
the Communist party.

The Hon. Lyla Elllott: Are you saying
that this is the position today?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I now wish o
refer to what a Minister in the present
Whitlam Government said in 1949.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: What has
this to do with the Bill?

The PRESIDENT: Order! That is a
question which was asked many times last
night.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: On page 1711
of TFederal Hansard, Mr Beazley is re-
corded as having sald, among other
things—

The Government has been driven
into doing so because it represents the
the eommunity In this matter and it
is simply actlng in defence of the
community. That is the present posi-
tion, and it 1s the explanation for
this legislation.

I have guoted some very interesting com-
ments from prominent and respected
members of the ALP who were talking
about emergency legislation. Although 1
coculd do so, I do not intend to quote at
very great length from any other docu-
ments. I merely wish to give a brief ex-
tract from a report of a Royal Commis-
sion of 1950 which inguired into the
origins,. aims, ‘objectives, and funds of the
Communist Party in Victoria, and other
related matters. The commissioher asked—

Do you think the Communist Party
provided the driving - force or the
leadership In this propaganda cam-
gai%n against the Essential Services

c

'did not have an author.
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The answer was—

I feel that they were the driving
force and that without their assist-
ance I do not think it would have
been possible for the leaders of the
movement to have conducted such a
fine campaigh as they did at that
time.

50 this indicates that the Communists
and tha ALP do have some similarity.
The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: Guiter tripe!
The fon, R. F, Claughton: Do you bhe-
lieve in the preservation of Individual
liberties?

The Hen. V. J, FERRY: It is very inter-
esting to hear Mr Claughton. He ad-
dressed the Chamber at great length last
night and he apparently wants to do so
again today, However, I am sure that
you, Madam Acting President (the Hon.
Lyla Elliott), would agree that I have the
right to the floor on this cccasion,

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I listened
to your interjections last night and gave
answers.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Last night or
early this morhing—I forget which be-
couse he spoke for so long—Mr Claughton
duoted from a particular pamphlet which
this House requested him to table.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Which I did.

The Hon, V., J, FERRY: Indeed, when
chalienged during the course of the debate
to identify the author of the pamphlet,
Mr Claughton refused to do so. Conse-
quently I will do this now.

The Hon, R. F. Claughton: You asked
me who the author was and it did not
have one,

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: On the pam-
phlet is the following—

Printed and Authorised By: Com-
munist Party of Aust. 75 Bulwer
Street, Perth. Telephone: 28.8449.

That pamphlet was one of the exhibits
from which Mr Claughton so proudly
guoted.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: He said it
He said it did
not have one.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It did not
say who the author was.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Apparently Mr
Claughton 1s proud and pleased to bhe
zssoclated with the Communist Party
which was very much fo the fore in the
demonstration  vesterday. Recognised
;nembers of that party were on the plat-
orm.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: You have no
need to resort to smear tactics. You
should be bringing something worth while
to the debate. . Are you saying the infor-
mation there 1s incorrect?

The Hon. N. McNeill:

Where did he
get the pamphlet? :
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The Hon. R. . Claughton: Get down to
the information in the pamphlet. Do you
think it is wrong?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I have touched
Mr Claughton on a raw spot.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Isn't he
touchy?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Members oppo-
site need Communists to assist them in
their eampaign on the legislation.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: At least you
have forgotten about centralism.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: If Mr Claugh-
ton eontinues as he is doing, he will
really run out of gas!

I do not propose to quote at length from
this pamphlet, which apparently was
handed oui during the meeting at the
Supreme Court Gardens yesterday, but it
is quite obvipus that the Australian Labor
Party is very content to use and be used
by the Communist Party in connection
with the legislation before the House to-
day. It is quite interesting that on other
occasions the Australian Labor Party has
been quick to condemn the destructive
attitude of the ssame Communist Party in
the Federal sphere and in other places, yet
it choses to be its ally and good mate on
this occasion. Members of the Labor
Party cannot deny it.

Several Opposition members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order, please!

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: It hurts them
that the Australian Labor Party is allied
with the Comimnunist Party in its attempt
to disrupt the legislative programme of
this Parliament, and from thelr noisy in-
terjections it is quite apparent that is the
case.

There are a humber of matters contain-
ed in the Bill which I do not prapose ta
touch on at this stage, because it would be
more appropriate to do so at the Commit-
tee stage of the proceedings. But I would
ke to make the point that so many people
apparently choose, either deliberately or
out of sheer ignorance, to take one clause
and analyse it without relating it to the
remaining clauses of the Bill or to the
parent Act. This is why so many people
fall into the hole, become confused, and
cannot understand the position; and no
wonder. I suggest many people do not
want. to understand 1t. They are making
it their business to remain confused and
to confuse others.

I malntain that this. particular legisla-
tion has adequate parllamentary safe-
guards because measures to be taken under
it must be referred hack to the Parllament
for ratification within stipulated periods of
time. and Parliament is paramount irre-
spective of the Government of the day or
what Mr Claughton says. The Parliament
holds the key. That 1s the way democracy
should work, I am therefore disappointed
that so many opponents to the legisiation
have seen fit to confuse the issue, and they
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are still confusing it. It does not do them
any credit whatsoever and the public is be-
coming so sick of the tactics employed by
the Ausiralian Labor Party in oppoesition to
this Bill that they are volcing their dis-
approval,

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon:
said they could not win.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: 1 have no desire
to delay the House at great length on this
issue, as some members have done. I have
registered my views on the attitude adopt-
ed by the Opposition to the measure, in-
spired by and in cahoots with the Com-
munist Party. It is the duty of this
Parliament to protect the community, as
the Chifley Government found it necessary
to do, and as the New South Wales Labor
Government and other Governments have
found it necessary to do, against so much
disruption, chaos, and street rule,

The Hon, D, K. Dans: Before you sit
down, will you tell me what you think of
the Bill?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY:
the Bill.

The Hon. R, Thompson: TUp to date,
you have not mentioned potatoes.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: He has picked
the eyes out of those.

The Hon. V. J FERRY: I have no
desire to speak at great length. I will be
Interested to hear the coniributions of the
remaining speakers, and I look forward to
the Bill passing the second reading because
It 1s a g00d measure which is designed to
protect the community from disruptive,
Irresponsible elements and street rule. I
support the second reading.

Mr Hawke

I fully support

THE HON. I. G. MEDCALF (Metro-
politan} [504 p.m.}: We have heard =
great deal of comment about this Bill in
many quarters, both inside and outside of
Parliament. I must confess I was rather
horrified when one member spoke on the
Bill last night for four or five hours. I
have always believed that while occasion-
ally it is necessary to speak at great
length, if one has an important message
to convey—and no doubt the honourable
member felt he had-—it is much better for
one to express it simply and try to make
one’s point fairly quickly so that the

list_eners can get an appreciation of one's
point of view.

. It is only by exchanging our points of
view that we ever reach any proper ar-
rangement of the laws. If we all simply
maintained our point of view from the
beginning to the end we would never be
able fo get by in a democarcy or, indeed,
in any form of civilised life. It seems to
me one of the purposes of Parliament is
to enable members to put a point of view
suecinectly and properly and as & comple-
ment to that of other members. Simply
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to talk and talk and talk, and be repetiti-
ous, does not strike me as serving the best
interests of this House or this Parliament,

Having said that, I have put myself in
a situation where I must ensure that I
myself do not transgress. Before dealing
with the Bill proper, I would like to say
we have been confronfed with & number
of emergency situations in this State and,
indeed, in the whole of Australia in the
last few months and years, but this has
been particularly noticeable in the last six
or seven weeks.

It has certainly been very noticeable to
me hecause, I suppose, partly by virtue of
the fact that T am a member of the Con-
stitutional Convention, I have been attend-
ing subcommittee meetings in the Eastern
States quite regularly. In the last six
weeks 1 have made three visits to Sydney
or Melhourne and on each occasion there
have been serious delays in the aircraft
arrangements—auite serious delays which
were very distressing, not so much to me
but to many other passengers involved.
Some six or seven weeks ago we had a
nationwide transport strike, organised by
the Transport Workers’ Union, which of
course chiefly involved the refuellers at
the various airports in Australia.

On the day of the strike, or the day
immediately following the strike, I had a
bocoking to travel to Sydney by a direct
flight. This pleased me greatly because it
woild enable me to get all my work done
and give me a little extra fime to go
through the preliminary meatters to be
discussed, All the fiights on that particu-
iar day were cancelled and I managed to
get onto the midnight Aight with TAA.
When I reported to the airport at about
11.15 p.n. I was told the plane would
possibly be leaving at 1.15 a.m., the strike
having been over for some 24 hours. I
believe this is relevant to the Bill, which
deals with emergencies. It was explained
to me that the TAA planes arriving at the
Perth Airport, where there was ho fuel,
simply took the cleaners on board and
took off for Kalgoorlie or Meekatharra,
where they refuelled. When they returned
to Perth Airport the cleahers were put
off and the passengers taken on, having
lost a couple of hours in the meantime
and having burnt up many hundred gal-
lons of fuel.

At any rate, at about 2.00 am. the plane
took off, and instead of making a direct
flight to Sydney it went to Melbourne,
where all the luggage was taken off, in-
cluding the luggage of passengexs who
were about to join a P & O tour from Syd-
ney that morning. The luggage was taken
off in order that the plane might be
refuelled, because there was no fuel at
the Bydney Alrport. On arrival at Sydney
some two hours late, there was no fuel
and no luggage, and we went about our
various business, as did the passengers for
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the P&O tour. How they got on for their
luggage I could not say. I sincerely hope
it reached them somewhere.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: You should
have rung up the Swan Brewery and got
the same treatment as was meted out to
Mr Hawke.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Unfortun-
ately I did not have any influence with the
Bwan Brewery, nor did I have the requisite
control of the situation which Mr Hawke,
in his position, obviously has.

The Hon, H. W, Gayfer: Well said!

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALYF: On my return
there was complete chaos at the Sydney
Airport—such chaos that all planes were
delayed and I could not get a seat alloca-
tion to go down to Melbourne. The clerk
finally said to me, “¥You have no luggage,
have you?” I confessed I had not hecause
I had lost if. He sald, “Well, run out onto
the tarmac. There is a plane just leaving
and if you run you will get on it.”” I ran,
got up to the gangway, and the hostess
said, “No, go to that one.” So I ran down
the tarmac, dodging in between trucks and
s0 on, and got on the next plane. There
were six passengers on the plane and as
soont as I boarded it the doors were closed
and the plane fook off for Melbourne,
although there were people inside the air-
port clamouring for a passage to Mel-
bourne. It was complete chaos.

This is the type of sltuation we are try-
ing to avoid, I believe it is necessary for
us to face the fact that we must be able
to take emergency action in this com-
munity of ours at the present time, Emer-
gencies result from breakdowns in the
supply of fuel and energy. This is quite
well recognlsed by the Opposition, I do
not believe any member of the Opposition
seriously contends we should not have leg-
islation to deal with emergencies. Indeed,
we have been told—and I belleve it to be
true—that a similar Bill was approved by
the Labor Cabinet in the last Government
and that the Cabinet file bears Mr Tonkin's
initials with the date. I do not think it is
seriously disputed that the Labor Cabinet
had approved emergency legislation, but
for I?nt? reason or another it did not proceed
with it,

I am saying it must be genersally accepted
that a State or a country must have emer-
gency legislation, There are very few
States and countries which do not have it,
and this is one of the few. Some six, seven,
or eight weeks ago, shortly before that
transport strike, I asked a question as to
what action the Government proposed to
take to deal with emergencies. The answer
I was given indicated quite clearly that the
Government had no power to enforce fuel
rationing or to see that petrol went to
essential users such as industry, commerce,
and hospitals, and to maintain power sup-
plies. It could all have been frittered away
to people who were prepared to pay the
highest price for jt—black marketers or
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anyone else. There was no legislation on
the Statute book of this State to give the
Government any power to control the situ-
ation.

On making closer inquiries of the Minis-
ter for Labour, which were not recorded in
the question, he assured me that were he
to enforce any system of fuel rationing on
service stations he would be smartly told
where to go by the service station propriet-
ors, the oil companies, or someone con-
nected with the fuel industry.

In those circumstances I believe it is
essential for us to face the situation that
we must have emergency legislation. That
must be accepted before we start. Some
people in the community do not want
emergeney legislation. I do not say these
people are members of the Opposition in
this House, but there are people in the
community who do not want it. I do not
think such legislation suits the book of cer-
tain very radical groups in the community
which would prefer a state of revolution
and chaos. Chaos breeds revolution.,

The Hon, D, W, Cooley: This does not
include the trade union movement, does
it?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: 1 would not
know. I am saying I believe some people
in our community want a state of chaos
and revolution. I did not mention the
trade union movement,

The Hon. D, W, Cooley: I am asking you,

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I have not
named any particular group and I do not
propose to do so but I believe such groups
exist. I have read the statements of lead-
ing communists, some of whom, unfortun-
ately, are connected with the trade union
movement—if this is an answer to Mr
Cooley.

The Hon, Grace Vaughan: There are
only 82 altogether in Western Australia.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I guite aceept
the honourable member's comment. I do
not for one moment suggest that the trade
unions are cultivatlng the communists,
but I do know that there are some leading
communists In the trade union move-
ment; and I also know it is one of the
tenets of the Communist Party that reve-
lutions should be encouraged by every
means possible, and that these means will
include the creation of confusion, the de-
moralisation of Industry and commerce
and of the workers themselves—setting
worker against worker, and worker agalnst
employer. This will be denied but I know
from experience that it is what they want.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Do you think
this is happening in the trade union
movement at the moment?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Had the
honourable member listened to what I
sald it would not now be necessary for
me to answer him. I sald there are
pecple in our community who desire a
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state of chaos and who are against emer-
gency legislatlon and some of them are
connected with the trade union movement.
Unfortunately this i1s the case. In fact,
one of them, Mr Mundey has been des-
cribed by Bob Hawke as a menace.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Mr Mundey is
not in Western Australia; he is in Sydney.

The Hon, D, K. Dans: He is one of the
leading conservationlsts.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I did not
know Mr Mundey was not a trade union-
ist. I thought he was a leading member
¢f the bullders’ union.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: He has resigned
and he now leads the green helt move.

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: That does
not alter my feeling that there are some
communists in the trade union movement.
I presume members opposite would not
like me to name any others.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I do not deny
that.

. The Hon. D. W, Cooley: You were falk-
ing about the influence of the communists
on the trade unlon movement in Western
Australla, and this is not right.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I do not
deny what Mr Cooley is saying, but I
reiterate my point so that members will
know exactly what I am saying—that
there are some people in our community
who are assoclated with the trade union
movement and who do not want emer-
gency legislation.

This Blll deals only with emergencies
caused by problems assoclated with the
supply and distribution of fuel, energy,
and power respurces. It does not deal
with anything else.

The first point that must be made quite
clearly and categorically—because this is
the greatest mistake that has been made
by some of the critics of the Bill who
have expressed an opinion to the con-
trary—Is that the whole purpose of the
Bill, the headnote, the name, and the long
title refer to the one subject of fuel,
energy, and power resources, thelr supply
and distribution, and the control of an
emergency resulting from the iailure of
such resgurces.

Bearing that in mind we must look at the
Bill in the light of what it purports to do.
It does not purport to control all emer-
gencies In the community; it does not
purport to control an emergency in con-
nection with food, as it has been suggested
it should. A food emergency, of course,
would be to some extent controlled
wherever there were limited supplles of
fuel and energy, but thils does not deal
with all other emergencles in the com-
munity; for example, it does not deal with
a riot, a strike, or a lockout unless these
have some ccenhection with the supply
and distribution of fuel, energy, and power
resources,
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Nor does the Bil] in any way cut down
the right of a citizen to claim all his basic
clvil liberties with which he is endowed at
birth in this country—and 1 refer to the
right to demand habeas corpus, the right
of personal liberty and protection by the
potice, and the other basic libzrties to
which we are entitled. The Bill in no
way cuts down those rights or liberties
except in relation to the emergency which
might arise out of fuel, energy, and power
rescurces, and then only to the limited
extent that is mentioned in the Bill. T will
deal with that aspect in due course.

I would like to mention some of the
major points which could be emphasised
in this Bill, and here 1 will summarise
some of them which seem to have a special
significance at the present time, particu-
larly the suggestion that the Bill overrides
all the laws in the community.

It has been said that it overrides the
Constitution Act and the Electoral Act
and that it will enable the Government
to declare an emergency, obtain all the
necessary power, and stay in Government
for all time. This is not the case at all.
It is categorically incorrect.

The overriding power referred to simply
relates to legislation which may be affected
by the provisions of the Bill. It does not
refer to the Constitution. The Bill cannot
override the Constitution by any stretch
of the imagination. The Constitution can
be amended only in the way that all mem-
bers of Parliament who have been here
for a leng time will know, because we
have amended the Constitution on a num-
ker of ocecasions; but it must be done in
a sSpecified manner in Parliament, We
could not amend the Constitution by using
a Bill such as this,

The Bill certainly cannot amend the
Electoral Act, because that would require
a special method of amendment; and
there are several Acts In the same cate-
gory. All the Bill does is to deal with
the subject matter contained in it, which
is limited to fuel, energy and power
resources. In this respect the provision
which says that it overrides all laws is
remarkably the same as similiar provi-
slons which we see in several other Acts,
which have appeared almost without com-
ment—although I do recall the Hon. Frank
Wise commenting on thai aspect in rela-
tion to some of the iron-ore agreements
which have been prepared. He took
exception to this aspect, and yet a simiiar
provislon was Inserted by the Tonkin
Labor Government in several of the agree-
ments it drew up. ’

When we wish to ensure there is no
inconsistency with some other Act in order
to get done what we require In this Act,
it is necessary to Insert suech an overrid-
ing proviso. This is quite common. We
see it done in the iron-~ore Acis which
state that the agreement, which is in the
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schedule to the Act, overrides all the pro-
visions of the Land Act, the Mining Act,
and half a dozen other Acts. This Is to
prevent pecople saying they want the right
to apply for a particular mining lease or
to set up a business on a particular piece
of land, and so on. So we override all
other Acts and not merely the two Acts
to which I referred. So, as I have said,
thls 1s a falrly common type of provision
to insert in a Bill when one wants to
achieve a particular object.

This Blll is quite Hmited and there 1s
no power to override the Constitution and
it is absolute nonsense to say otherwise.

Another important aspect in connection
with the leglslation is that 1t has been
said the Minister can declare an emergency
and virtually run the country. The Min-
ister cannot declare an emergency; it must
be declared by the Governor in Council;
that is, by the Governor on the recom-
mendation of Cabinet.

If we are to say that is wrong then, 1
ask, whom should we nominate to declare
an emergency—that is, if we are not to
nominate Cabinet for this purpcse? Would

we nominate an individual Minister? No,
obviously, we would not. Would we nom-
inate the Governor on his own? No,

ohviously we would not, because this must
be done in a constitutional manner. But
whom would we nominate? A judge has
been suggested for this purpose; but how
on earth can a judge sitting in his Cham-
bers or, as some say—though I certainiy
do not-—in his ivory tower, be aware of
the situation which must be ftaken Info
account when an emergency Is declared:
because if such an emergency is declared
the body or group declaring it must accept
the political responsibility for the declara-.
tion? We cannot leave this to a judge.
We cannot allow the initial declaration to
ke made by a judge.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Would not you
worry that the communists about whom
you have been talking could contrel and
implement the Bill?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: No.

The Heon. D. W. Cooley: I thought you
said they would take over.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF': No, I did not
say that. The honourable member must
have been llstening fo Mr Claughton, or
perhaps he Is feeling the efiects of last
night. I made no mention of this.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: I thought you
said there would be a takeover by the
communists.

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: No. As 1
was saylpg, whom would we nominate to
make this declslon? We have ruled out
the Minister individually; we have ruled
out the Governor individually, and we have
ruled out a judge. .

Would we have Parliament declare an
emergency? How could we do that in
practice if Parliament were not in session
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during such an emergency? The members
of Parliament may be all over the place;
some of them may be in their electorates,
while others may be out of the State, It
is not possible in the short time available
to get Parliament together to declare an
emergency; the emergency may be over
before Parliament meets,

n those circumstances it would be diffi-
cult to suggest that the emergency musi
be declared by Parliament., That would be
a shocking law, and no Government, no
matter what its political colour, would
suggest that Parliament should actually
make the declaration of emergency. But
Parliament does come inte the matter
under this legislation. Parliament is ealled
together and it must ratify the emergency,
but this is a different matter. Surely the
declaration of an emergency must be made
by the Cabinet of the day! Surely nobody
else could make it! What greater safe-
guard could we have than getting Parlia-
ment to ratify such an emergency? If
members believe in Parliament as I do—
and I am sure they do—and if we all
believe in having members of Parliament
as representatives of the people, and we
believe in this honestly, surely we
can find no better group of people who
should be called together to ratify an
emergency! This is what the Bill says. If
this is not ratified by both Houses of
Parliament the emergency is revoked
automatically; simply because Parliament
has not ratified 1f.

I am sure there is no better safeguard in
democracy than that. Another point about
which mueh has heen made, and which I
have read, is that no one c¢an challenge
this state of emergency, and nothing can
be done about it. This is absolutely incor-
rect. This emergency is challengable from
the first day the order is made. It ean
be challenged in the courts immediately
and it will be challenged, I venture to say,
by those who may wish to do so0.

Immediately an emergency -is declared
there is nothing to prevent any person
who may so desire to seek an injunction to
restrain the Government, or the Minister,
or the fuel commission from enforeing any
of the powers and authorities in this leg-
islation.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: The Law Society
feels that proposed new section 41 in
clause 4 of the Bill renders judements of
the court invalid.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I do nat
agree with that point of view, but I will
deal with that aspect in due course.

In addition to having the right to chal-
lenge the state of emergency, provision is
made in the legislation that if anyone
suffers personal injury he has full access
through the courts—from go to whoa—on
appeal and can take his case as far as he
likes in respect of any personal injury he
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might have suffered, just as if there were
no emergency. In addition he will have the
right to claim compensation and appear
before the compensation court which Is
comprised of & Supreme Court or District
Court judge, and the ordinary rules of a
civil action of the Supreme Court or
District Court would apply.

That 1s where there Is a loss of property
of some sort and they want to claim com-
pensation. This additional sectlon has
been written into the BIill. In addition,
there is a full right of appeal In respect of
any person who 15 prosecuted for any
offence. He can go right through the
whole box and dice up to the Court of
Criminal Appeal and, even further, if he is
granted leave to appeal. In other words,
he has the full, normal rights of any per-
son accused of any offence or crime, HIs
rights arc not cut down in any way what-
ever.

Finally, a further right of appeal is writ-
ten Into this Bill which has been greatly
eriticised. I refer to the right of appeal to
the Minister ih respeet of administrative
acts which the Minister or his commission
or somebody delegated by him may per-
form. Members will not find that provision
in many Acts. Sometimes we find in an Act
a right of appeal to the Minister, which
shall be final and which is the only avenue
of appeal provided for in the Act. In my
view, such a provision is disgraceful and I
have critlelsed it many a time in this
House, as honourable members would
know.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon:
great length, on occaslons,

The Hon. I, G. MEDCALF: I think the
Minister handling this Bill would have felt
the lash of my tongue on this very subject
on other occasions. 1 have always critlc-
ised the fact that some Acts provide a right
of apreal only to the Minister and that his
decislion shall be final and that the person
appealing cannot go to a court or anywhere
else. Many Acts on the Statute book have
such a provision and those Acts were put
there by Liberal-Country Party and Labor
Governments alike. However, this 1s not
one of them. This Bill provides a further
right of appeal to the Minister, additional
to all the other rights of appeal which I
have mentioned.

The final point I make in my summary
is that there exists a basic right which we
all enjoy or, at least, if we do not actively
enjoy it, it 1s open to us. We can assert
that right by asking for one of the pre-
rogative writs, which are a writ of man-
damus, a writ of habeas corpus or one of
the other prerogative writs. Every -citi-
zen enjoys the right to ask the court to
take certain action, where a Minister or a
public official is not dolng the right thing
or where some injustice has occcurred.
Those rights remain in this Bill; as I see
it, no attempt has been made to remove
them. Indeed, the courts are very jealous

And at
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of any attempt by legislation to cut out
these rights and usually find a way to
restore them and ensure that the subject
will enjoy such rights. I do not find any
provision in this Bill which deletes those
rights,

The Hon, Lyla Elliott: What about pro-
posed section 54 whiech states that no
action shall lie against the Minister or any
prerson or body authorised by him in the
exe;*cise or purported exercise of his pow-
ers?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: That is
agalnst the Minister; it relates to where
the Minister carries out some proceedings
authorised under the Act. I am talking
about all the rights which e¢itizens have
and will still have under this legislation to
seek justice. To my way of thinking,
these rights still exist.

The Hon., Lyla Elliott: I thought we
were talking about the rights under the
Bill, in a situation where a person may
suffer some injury or loss.

The Hon. I, G. MEDCALF: Well, the
persont will still have his rights. If he
suffers personsal injury or damage to his
property or if he is prosecuted and wants
to appeal against the sentence or the con-
victlon, he will still have his rights; there
is nothing to prevent him from exercising
them, In addition, he will have the right
of appeal te the Minister. If, for example,
the Minister closes down a service station
and says, “You are not allowed to serve
petrol for the next 10 days’ the person in-
volved can appeal to the Minister against
the decision.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Doesn't it
refer to direct action against the Minister
himself, like putting him in gaol?

~ The Hon. I. G, MEDCALF: If the Min-
ister is carrying out his duties laid down
under the Act or his servants are carrying
out delegated duties—

The Hon. R. Thompson: Or under the
regulations.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Yes,

The Hon. R. Thompson: But we do not
know what the regulations are; they have
not been laid down.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Of course we
do not know what the regulations are,
because we have not passed the Bill. We
cannot have regulations before an Act is
promulgated.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Your point is
not clear on that, when you say, “under
the Act”. ‘

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Well, I will
make it transparently clear; I wiil add the
words that the honourable member has
mentioned—*“or under the regulations”.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is right.

The Hon. I, G, MEDCALF: If the Min-
1ste_r or one of his servants performs some
action under the Act or the regulations
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which is within the terms lald down by
the Act or the regulations, he is immune
from action under that section in respect
of acting maliciously or some other prose-
cution, not necessarily a criminal prose-
cution. What we are talking about are
the civil rights of people affected by the
legislation.

The Hon, D. K. Dans: And this Bill
does not interfere with those in any way?

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: No, not in
respect of anything except where there is
a particular loss that they have suffered
in common with everybody else during the
emergency or where they have suffered
some loss which is related to that emer-
gency which is not a personal injury or
loss of property. To that extent, some
small limitations are placed on this area,

I should like to refer to the report of
the Law Society because we have heard a
great deal about it. I believe the Law
Society had every right to express its views
on this Bill, as indeed has every other
society, private person or citizen in owr
community, on every Bill which comes
before the Parliament, whether it be the
Fuel, Energy and Power Resources Act
Amendment Bill, the Aboriginal Heritage
Bill or any other Bill. Any person or any
society can and indeed does express views
on such Bills. There is no reason that
they should feel in any way Inhibited
in so dolng. Therefore, just in case
anyone has any doubts, I belleve
it should be said that the Law Soclety had
every right to express its views. We have
seen those views reported in the Press and
we have heard them referred to on a
number of occaslons by varicus people,

I do not know if it has been made clear
that the President of the Trades and
Labor Councll, the Hon. D. W. Cooley In
fact, had been in communication with the
President of the Law Society before the
Law Soclety ever considered the Bill.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: The only con-
tact I had with him was to hand him a
copy of the Bill and invile his comments
on 1t.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Yes, that Is
right. The President of the Trades and
Labor Council, Mr Cooley, communicated
with the Presldent of the Law Soclety
hefore the Law Soclety ever considered the
Bill. Mr Cooley handed s copy of the Bill
to the President and Invited the Law
Soclety to comment on If.

The Hon. Lyla Elllott: What is wrong
with that?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF': Nothing, but-
I do not know whether that has ever been
clearly stated.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: I do not
think it has been.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: It has not been
mentioned at all.
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The Hon, Lyla Elliott:
being accused of?

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Why mention
it at all?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I am not
objecting to it; I am merely mentloning
that the communication took place.

The Hon. D. K., Dans: Mr Medcalf is
getting a lot of backing up from his side
which 1s confusing the issue.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I did not
hear Mr Cooley mention the fact last
night; perhaps he mentioned it when I
was out of the Chamber. There is nc
reason that he should not mention it.
Indeed, he is entltled to wali on the
President of the Law Soclety as the Law
Society is entifled to conslder the Bill.

The Hon. . W. Cooley: I think it was
the first time I ever met the President of
the Law Society. I am not in the habit
of telling lies; that was the first time I
met Mr Rowland.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I am not
sugeesting for a moment that Mr Cooley
15 in the habit of telling lies. I did not
make any such suggestion and I certainly
would not dream of making such a sug-
gestion,

What are we

Interesting as that discourse between
Mr Cooley and the President of the Law
Soclety is, in the light of subsequent
events, it does not mean that the Law
Society could not properly have considered
the Bill at a egeneral meeting or a meet~
ing of its council or one of lts subcom-
mittees. Indeed, there are aspects of this
Bill which could easily occasion comment
on the basis of the terms used and without
any polifical prompting whatsoever, Mr
Cooley’s communication with the Presi-
dent of the Law Society did not neces-
sarlly have any bearing on what subse-
quently occurred.

At its meeting at 5.30 p.m. on the 21st
August, after certain specific matters of
special business had been dealt with by
the Law Society, the matter of the legis-
lation was raised. One of the members
of the soclety moved a motion which was
subsequently discussed and amended and
which ended up in a slightly different
form. The final motion was—

The Society expresses concern at
the provislons of the Fuel, Energy
and Power Resources Act Amendment
Bill, 1974, which appears to make in-
roads into the freedom and liberty of
the indlvidual 1o our society and in-
structs the President to walt on the
Government irnmediately and ask that
the Government defer consideration
of the Bill until the Society has had
an opportunity to submit comments
on the Bl and the President is in-
structed to convene a sub-committee
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to glve urgent consideration to the
Bill and report to the Council with a
view to the submission of the Coun-
cil's views to the Government.

The next speaker but one was Mr Hartrey,
who was already involved in the Bill
through his participation in the Legisla-
tive Assembly. He supported the motion.
However, other than Mr Hartrey, most of
the members of the Law Society had not
read the Bill when taney discussed the
motion and when 1t was passed. The
resolution was adopted and a subcommlttee
of three members was formed, which re-
ported to the Council of the Law Society
two days later. Remember, the meeting
was held and the motion moved at 5.30
p.m. on the 2Ist August. I understand
that the Council of the Law Soctety held
a meecting at one o’clock on the following
Friday afterncon at which its members
received the report of the subcommittee.
I am not certain of those times; I have
11'1Sot had them verified but I believe this
80.

I am not in any respect being at all
critical of this. However, T mention the
times merely to indicate that although
there was good reason for meeting guickly
—the good reason was that the Law
Soclety believed the leglslation could be
introduced and passed through Parliament
before the soclety had time to study it—
the legislation was rather hastily con-
sidered. The Law Soctety did not really
have the time to produce full and detailed

information of every aspect of this legis-
lation.

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: Members of
the Law Society had only to glance at it
to gather the Impact the legislation would
have. One does not have to be a Rhodes
Scholar to understand the intentlon of
the Government In regard to this legisla-
tlon In the form the Bill was presented.

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: I am not
suggesting that one would have to be a
Rhodes Scholar to understand the Bill;
I am merely suggestlng that the report
was prepared fairly speedlly, and for good
reason. The subcommittee of the Law
Soclety felt the legislation would pro-
ceed through Parliament and unless it
presented its report its views would not
be considered. Therefore, the members
of the subcommittee put their case bhefore
the Council of the Law Soclety, which
endorsed it.

On the same day, the 23rd August, the
Law Bociety sent its report to the Premier
(Sir Charles Court). Subsequently the
report was Dlaced before a general meet-
ing of the Law Society held on the 9th
September. Although s week before that
certain amendments had been announced
in the Press, these were not considered by
the Law Sociefy, because the report dealt
only with the original Bill,
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The amendments which were announced
by the Premier on the 2nd September were
very substantial, and many of them over-
came some of the problems which were
referred to in the report of the Law Society.
To this extent, therefore, the report of the
Law Society which at the time it was
written was written in good faith, and with
a view to making suggestions to the Pre-
mier, had become outdated by the events
which occurred, When the Law Society was
considering the report, it had become out-
dated; yet we still hear in the Press, on
television, and in other places references
to the comments of the Law Society which
were made on the original Bill.

‘The Hon. Lyla Elliott; Only three of the
18 points which were made by the Law
Society have been affected by the amend-
ments.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF': In due ¢ourse
I shali deal with those points, one at a
time. We must bear in mind this was a
report only; it did not purport to be a
carefully considered opinion. There was
not sufficient t{ime for the Law Society to
give a carefully considered opinion. The
repert must be looked at in the light of
what appears in the heading—

This is a report of the Counci]l of
the Law Society of Western Australia
and does not purport Lo express the
views of the general body of lawye:s
in this State.

The report then sets out a commentary
on the Bill. That is the manner in which
the report has been described. The Coun-
cil of the Law Society has referred to it
as a report, and it has been described as
a commentary.

Naturally people agree or disagree with
items which appear in reports, whatever
they may be. Lawyers themselves will dis-
agree over points of law, and anyone is at
liberty to have his personal view about
a point of law whether or not he is a
lawyer. That is only right and Dbroper;
but it is not right or proper for a report
such as this to be quoted as gospel. I helieve
it is wrong for the report to be guoted as
gospel.

The authors of the report would be the
first to admit that they did not write a
gospel. They are fair-minded people. My
view is that they were advising the Gov-
ernment, and they believed they should
state fairly and frankly what they thought
should be the position. However, on a
matter of law their opinion would be open
to argument.

When it is all boiled down, most matters
of law end up -as opinions; judgments of
courts are opinions; and the most learned
statements of Queen’s Counsel are called
opinions. Anything else; such as a report
by & committee that is not the considered
opinion of a Queen’s Counsel or a judg-
ment of a court, is even more of an opinion.
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The Hon. D. W. Cooley: We will accept
that from what you have said today. Your
comments on the Bill and the doubts
expressed by you on safeguards would also
be your opinions. I am sure you admit
that you are not infallible.

The Hon, 1. G. MEDCALF': I admit I am
not infallible, and if I gave the impression
that I was infallible I apologise. I do not
have an infallible attitude on matters,
therefore I must agree that I am not
infallible. If Mr Coocley thought previously
that I was infallible then I would like to
correct him.

The Hon. D. W, Cooley: There are some
doubts in respect of the Bill, and as a
Hceuse of Review we ought t0 look at them,

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: There are
also grave doubts about the opinions
expressed publicly by many p=ople who
have quoted from the Law Society report.
Many of those expressions are only matters
cf opinion.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I hope Mr
Cooley has no doubt about the validity of
his own opinions!

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: Not at all.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: When I
appeared on a television programme with
ycu I was under the impression that you
were infallible,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I think he is
fallible.

The Hon. G, €. MacKinnon: $So do 1.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I would like
0 hear Mr Medealf,

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: In my view
some of the points in the Law Society’s
opinions are valid, and others are not
valid. I do not question the sincerity of
the report or the opinions expressed, but
I do question the sincerity of some people
who have jumped on the bandwagen o
gain as much political mileage out of this
situation as they possibly can. I think it
can truly be said that some of the honest
opinions of the members of the Law Society
have been prostituted for political purposes.
I feel it is necessary for me to deal with
some of the specific provisions in the Bill,
beceuse of some comments that have been
made.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Can you give
us an interpretation of what the Law
Society has said in respeect of proposed
section 41?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I am about
to do that. In respect of proposed section
41 the Law Society said that the Act, and
the regulations made under it, are to prevail
over all other laws, judgments, and agree-
ments. The Law Sociefy criticised that
provision by saying that it will limit the
powers of the court in respect of the Act
itself 'and the regulations. That was the
first criticism of the Law Society.
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The second ecriticism was that there
would be no power fcr the courts to enter-
tain a challenge to the Act or a declaration
of an emergency. The third criticism of
the Law Society was that the Supreme
Court could not declare a regulation made
under the Act to be invalid. The Law
Society did not say that in a categorical
way: the society expressed the view that
it could be said that this would be the
effect. I have summarised the major
criticisms of that section.

What the Law Society actually said in
its report was—

It appears the effect of subsecticn
(2) is to limit the power of the Courts
with respect to the Act and its regula-
tions . . . On a proper construction
it may be that there is no power for
the Courts to entertain any challenge
to the Act . . . Even if the jurisdiction
of the Courts is not so affected it could
be argued that subsection (2) would
render nugatory a Supreme Court
declaration that a regulation was
invelid.
Those were the three criticisms. What the
Law Society has said is that it appears, it
may be, and it could be argued. That is a
pretty general kind of opinion, to say that
something appears, may be. or could be
argued. It is safe to say that, because such
an opinion could be correct.

The Hon, D. W. Cooley: These were all
lawyers who were involved. You ought to
know how they operate., Usually they have
two bob each way in respect of legal opi-
niaons.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Mr Cooley
is proving what I have been saying: that
the report is a matier of opinion. It is
one opinion to say something, and another
opinion to say something else. However,
it is wrong to say to the public and to the
Press that the Law Society’s opinion is
firm, and that the Act overrides all other
Acts, That is not what the Law Society
has said.

I have already pointed cut what the Law
Society did say. It has said that the Act
may do something, it could do something
else, and it could be argued that it would,
yet again, do something else.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: If you turn to
page 4 of the report you will find the Law
Society states quite categorically that the
legislation is open to abuse.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I shall deal
with that aspeet in due course. At the
moment I am dealing with page 3 of the
report. In answer to the criticisms of the
Law Society about this section—I believe
they are only criticisms, because the
soceciety is saying to the Government that
there could be a case of looking into some
aspects—I say they are very valid; and 1
contend it was the proper thing for the
society 1o do. I do not quarrel with what
the Law Society has said, but I do not
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believe that the legislation before us will
limit the power of the courts, and in this
regard I refer to the Act itself and the
regulations made under it.

Although the regulations have not yet
been made, when they are made they will
have to deal specifically with matters
with which the Act embowers them to deal.
The regulations derive their forece only
fremy the powers provided under the Act.
I do not believe propesed section 41 will
limit the powers of the courts. This can-
not affect the Ceonstitution, the Electoral
Aet, or any Act that is required to be
amended or dealt with in a particular
way, This legislation has effect where it
is inconsistent with other Acts or with the
wording of them. Where it is inconsistent
then this legislation is to prevail. I there-
fore disagree that this will limit the
nowers of the courts.

I do not believe it will limit the powers
of tire courts, hut we should be grateiul to
the Law Society for bringing this matter
up. I think it is a valid ccmment for the
society to make, and petsonally 1 con-
stantly make commments of this sort, After
all, the Law Society had only 38 hours
within which to make a report, but it
should not be gquoted as gospel. The
authors of the report would not be happy
at being quoted that they have put forward
a gospel, but their comment is quite valid.
I do not believe that the legislation before
us will do what some people have claimed
it will do, but it is worth while to look into
the matter.

The second comment of the Law
Society on proposed section 41 is that there
is no power in the courts to entertain a
challenge to the Act. I say there is ample
power, and I shall indicate exactly where
that power lies. There is ample power for
the courts to hear the claim of any person
who maintains that there is no emergency.
Cabinet might declare a state of emer-
goney,; after it has done that it is open to
Mr Cooley, in his capacity as President of
the Trades and Labor Council, to apply
to the court for an injunction to restrain
the Minister from cXxereising any powers or
authorities under the Act. That power is
contained In proposed section 45. The
rewer is set out quite clearly in that pro-
vision, and I shall deal with it in greater
detail in due course,

The Act will gverride any laws which
are inconsistent witih sections therein, but
this dees not put the sections of the Aet
beyond challenge. The Act will override
contracis and agreements which are incon-
sistent with scetions of the Act, but this
aiso does not put the seclions of the Act
beyond challenge. It overrides them to this
extent: that a contract or agreement
might set out, as many contracts do, that
the emergency powers legislation shall not
apply to the contract or agreement. Many
contracts contain provisions which attempt
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to exclude Acts of Parliament; these are
contracts which stipulate that nothing in
the prescribed regulations can affect them.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Can an indus-
trial award overrlde an Act of Parliament?

’%‘he Hon. I. G, MEDCALF: No, it can-
not.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Why should
t(l;c)-:%r be included in proposed section 41

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: That is a
different matter. We can have an Act of
Parliament of a specified type which over-
rides industrial awards in respect of cer-
tain areas in relation to, say, a state of
emergency. Mr Cooley will have to excuse
my ignorance of some of the details of this
example. Under an industrial award a
worker might have to wear gloves to avoid
the dangers of an accident, but in certain
circumstances gloves may not be available.
This may not be a very bad state of affairs,
but a worker may be without a pair of
gloves and have to do some work in an
emergency. In that respect it could bhe said
that some regulations might override a
part of an industrial award. However, I
do not believe that the Ac¢t with which we
are dealing can in general override indus-
trial awards, but it can override only those
relating to sections of the Aet, in a par-
ticular emergency in respect of some
aspect of industry, fuel, or power resotirce.

It has been said—and, here again, I am
still referring to subsection (2) of pro-
posed new section 41—that the emergency
regulations might well override all laws,
I will quote the subsection as follows—

(2) Emergency regulations made
under this Part of this Act shall have
effect notwithstanding anything, whe-
ther express or implied, in any other
Act or any law . ...

Now, the regulations which will be made
under this Act cannot override other Acts,
A repulation, itself, only derives 1its
strength and force from an Act, or from
a section of an Act, A regulation never
stands on its own; it must always work
within the requirements of its meother
Act. Therefore, these are the only items
which are dealt with under the section
concerning emergency regulations which
can toverride other Acts or other agree-
ments.

If we turn to the section dealing with
emergency regulations—which I will do
shortly—we will find they are very re-
stricted, much more restricted than i
would have expected. To come within the
emergency regulation-making power there
are g very limited number of subjectis
which deal exclusively with fuel, ration-
ing, and the obtalning of information in
connection with fuel, rationing, and
power resources and matters of that type.
That is as far as they go. We are talk-
ing only about power and energy resources
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regulations, and they have to be made
under the regulation-making power con-
tained in the Bill, Therefore, the posi-
tion is net as has been suggested by many
good people who have been misled into
believing that the comment of the Law
Society—valid as it is—is gospel.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: I would not say
that preposed new section 47 (2) (1) is
restrictive.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: 1 will deal
with that in due course. I now turn to
clause 6 of the Bill which will add a new
section 43 to the Act. Proposed new sec-
tion 43 (1) deals with the declaration of
a state of emergency and, to summarise
the comment of the Law Society regard-
ing this provision, the test of this is sub-
jective, The Governor must be '“satisfied”
with the criteria or the standards upon
which a state of emergency is declared.
The Law Soclety conslders the provision
to be vague and it would tike to see the
criteria precisely stated. 1t considers that
there 1must be provisic: for the Supreme
Court to review such a declaration so as to
ascertain whether the criteria, on an ob-
jective assessment, do exist.

My answer is that it just is not possible
to bhe precise regarding every situation
which might create an emergency. I do
not believe all the situations can be pre-
cisely stated, because once an attempt is
made to be precise the case intended to
be included usually escapes hecause of-
the wording, To be precise, many hun-
dreds of different situations would have
to be named, and that cannot be done. It
is inevitable that in situations such as
this the law must be general.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: That is what
I sald when I spoke yesterday.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF; I am glad
the member said that but I am afraid
I missed it. The criticism of the Law
Society was that there must be provision
for the Supreme Court—and I want to
make this absolutely clear—to review a
declaration so as to ascertain whether
the criteria do, on an objective assessment,
exist. The answer to that criticism is
that, in a material way, proposed new sec-
tion 45 contains such a provision. That
section sets out that the powers of this
Bill cannot be exXercised unless there is
an emergency. Onee those words are
used—"that there is an emergency’—the
matter is open to the courts. It is the job
of the courts to interpret the meaning of
the word "“‘emergency”. That is where the
courts can examine the criteria to see whe-
ther there is an emergency. That is the
simple answer. The criticism of the Law
Society, in my opinion, is not valid be-
cause there is already provision for the
Supreme Court to examinhe an emergency
and to decide whether there is, in fact,
a state of emergency existing.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Under what
section does that appear?
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The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF': This is a
point which has not been really appre-
ciated by many people. I do not think
it has been appreciated by Mr Cooley.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: It is not appre-
ciated by me. However, to put me right,
where in proposed new section 45 is it
stated that the matter can be referred to
the court?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Proposed
new section 45 states—

The powers and authorities confer-
red by this Part of this Act shall not
be exercisable—

(b) except in respect of an
emergency in relation to which
a state of emergency has
been declared,

This means that the state of emergency
would have to be proved, if this were
requireq by anyone who was prepared to
g0 to court,

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: The situation
can be challenged under the provisions of
this section?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Anyone with
an interest can seek an injunction. Such
a person is allowed to take out an injune-
tion. He can go to the court and ask for
an injunction to restrain the Minister from
exercising any powers, on the grounds that
there is no emergency. That is all one
would have to say. Of course, one would
have {o give his evidence. Nevertheless,
that is the ground for such an action and,
therefore, in my opinion there is already
effective power to review a declaration.

That is a dangerous situation in which
to place the Minister. He would have to
be quite sure there was an emergency
before he declared it. It would be too
bad if Cabinet were to declare an emer-
gency and on the next day the court
declared that there was not an emergency.
That would be most embarrassing, poli-
tically,

The Hon. R. F. Claughten: Under the
provisions of that proposed new section
the judge has to assess whether a state of
emergency has been declared.

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: The court
must decide whether there is an emergency.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I think these
matters would more properly be dealt with
in Committee.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Thank you,
Mr President. I must confess I had a
little doubt as to whether I was going into
too great detail and I would be quite willing
to reduce the detail at this stage on some
of the matters I am discussing whilst simply
answering gueries,

The PRESIDENT: The Committee stage
will give an opportunity for questions to
be asked.
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The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I was
attempting to answer detailed guestions
asked by members opposite.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: I must say the
member is making a better contribution
{o the debate than did all his colleagues
put together.

Sitting suspended from 6.10 to 7.30 p.m.

The Hon. I. G, MEDCALF: 1 would now
like to turn to subsection (2) of proposed
new section 43 of the Bill. This subsection
has heen criticised by the Law Society.
The comments made by the Law Society
are that the order may continue in force
for up to six months, and then, of course,
it may be extended. The Law Soclety feels
that a transport strike may last only a
week, but the Government has the power
to declare an emergency for up to six
months. The Law Society says the emer-
gency must be lifted.

Secondly, the Law Society says that the
declaration of emergency must be ratified
by Parliament within one month, other-
wise it should lapse. Now, it is scarcely
necessary for me to say very much on this
point hecause it has been mentioned by a
number of other members. I have referred
to it myself several times. Mr Clive
Griffiths referred to this matter last night,
or early this morning. The Law Society
suggested that within 30 days Parliament
must ratify the emergency. That proposal
has been improved upon somewhat by the
amendment which requires Parliament to
be recalled within 14 days. The statement
from the report of the Law Society reads
as follows—

We would suggest that provision should
be made, if necessary in the Constitu-
tion Act, that the exercise of this power
be ratified by Parliament within one
month, and if not so ratified the decla-
ration cease to have effect from the
expiration of that peried. This is
probably the most important sugges-
tion this Council has to make.

As the Hon. Clive Griffiths said, and it
cannot be said too often, this is the most
valuable comment in the whole report, I
agree most wholeheartedly with this com-
ment of the Law Soclety. In my view
it is undoubtedly the mast important sug-
gestion the society has made; that Parlia-
ment must ratify the emergency. There
was no provision for that in the original
measure, and the Law Society pointed this
out, quite correctly.

As a result of amendments made in the
Legislative Assembly, and particularly to
subsections (4), (5>, and (6} of proposed
new sectlon 43, and subsections (1) and
(2) of proposed new sectlon 44, both
Houses of Parliament must now ratify the
order or 1t lapses. Not one House, but
both Houses of Parllament must ratify the
order. I belleve this is a safeguard.
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I have heard the comment, “What does
that matter? If you have a majority in
both Houses you can ratify the emer-
gency.” I would like to say that this is
only a temporary situation for one party
to have a majority in both Houses. When
we are talking about principles, we must
bear in mind certain principles of parlia-
mentary democracy to which we subscribe.
One of these is that Parliament should, in
the final analysls, govern the country; and
that Parllament should not be bypassed.
We have a hicameral system here, and by
the word “Parliament” we mean both
Houses of Parliament. I know that in the
platform of the Labhor Party it says that
there should be only one House of Par-
liament, and in that case there would be
hut one House to ratify an emergency.
However, we do not have that situa-
tion. We have two Houses of Parllament,
and each of those Houses has ldentical
powers in this respect. Beth Houses must
ratify the emergency. That is a very
necessary and important safeguard and
we should be Indebted to the Law Society
for polnting it out.

The Law Soclety notes refer to proposed
new section 46, and reference is made to
the fact that this provision will validate
anticipatory aocts. We then see a refer-
ence to “rendering legal what was illegal”,
The criticlsm of the soclety is that this
proposed section will valldate acts done
before emergency regulations have bheen
promulgated; in other words, hefore the
gazettal of the emergency regulatlons. For
instance, the people charged with the duty
to carry out regulations may do things In
advance of the gazettal of the regulations.
This provision will valldate those acts.

The first criticism made by the Law
Society is that this “renders legal what
was illegal”, Secondly, the soclety says
1t is retrospective legislation. The third
criticism 1s that the marginal note is mis-
leading.

The marginal note to clause 9 of the

Bill reads as follows—
Valldation of acts done in anticipation

of emergency regulations,

I would like to point out one matter which
appears to me to have been overlooked by
the Law Soclety; that is, we cannot have
emergency regulations before an emer-
gency Is declared. We are talking here
about a situation where acts are performed
by the Administration without regulations
having been gazetied. To take an obvious
case, let us say that the Government
Guazetlte comes out on a Priday. In an
emergency 1t may have been necessary to
perform some acts on the Thursday after-
noon hefore the regulations were gazetted,
This sectlon will legallse acts done under
those regulations which were not law at
the stage the acts were done. Therefore,
the marginal note is correct In that the
section will validate anticipatory acts
before the regulations are promulgated.
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However, is it retrospective legislation? I
submit 1% Is not. My reasons for saying
that are that we cannot have emergency
regulations promulgated—that is, gazetted
—before we have a declared state of emer-
gency. Until a declaration of an order of
emergency has been made, we cannot act
under the regulations, whether gazetied or
not. So my point 1s slimply that if a
declaration of a state of emergency Is
made on a Thursday at midday, no regu-
latilons can be declared under that
declaration until they are gazetted, In
the meantime, however, after the declara-
tlon of the state of emergency, someone
may do something which is then validated
by the regulations which are gazetted on
the Friday. I do not believe that s retro-
spective legislation, because I do not
belleve anyone can take any action at all
until the declaration of an emergency, In
other words, one cannot act illegally and
then declare an emergency to cover up
what one did the day before.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Would this be
a very short-term arrangement, or could
it extend back for say, a fortnight?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: No limita-
tion is placed on the perlod of time. This
applles to acts done in anticipation of an
cmergency.

The Hon, R. Thompson: That is what
I thought.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: However,
by implication, clearly the regulations
must be promulgated very gquickly because
this provislon could not be extended
Indefinitely.

The Hon, D. W, Cooley: If an act were
perpetrated against a union before the
legislation came into force, and then an
emergency is declared, the aet could be
covered by the regulation,

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I do not
believe that would he proper.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: It would not
be proper?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: No. In other
words, I am saying an emergency must
be deciared before action can he taken,
My authority for saying that is proposed
new section 45, which I referred to earlier.
This says-—

The powers and authorities con-
ferred by this Part of this Act shall
not be exercisable—

a) ...

(b) except in respect of =2an
emergency in  relation to
which a state of emergency
has been declared.

Therefore, the legislation would not vali-
date any act which occurred before the
declaration of the state of emergency.
The actions of a person a day or a week
before an emergency has been declared
cannot be validated. However, if the
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emergency had been declared but the
regulations had not yet been promulgated,
actions taken in that pericd can be vali-
dated by the regulations,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That would be
a maximum of about a seven-day period?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The abso-
lute maximum I would think. Probahly
that is a little too long.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Two days then?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I am only
guessing, and 1t would depend on the
circumstances. However, I believe it is
clearly the intention of the Legislature
that this should be a short period. The
word “antlelpation” is used. If this
principle were abused, it would be open
to question.

If an administrator takes some action,
perhaps to close g service station, for in-
stance, the aetion must be within the
regulations. One would have to be pre-
pared teo prove that any action was within
the regulations. One would still be lable
for any actions which were not within
the regulations, One cannot take some
action flagrantly outside of the regula-
tions and then cover up the action by
saying that cne thought a regulation
would be promulzated along those lines.

Any action taken outside of the regula-
tions would still be illegal action. There
is no license in this Act for anvone to
act illegally.

The Hon. Lyla Ellioit referred to pro-
posed new section 47(2)(d) which deals
with the emergency regulations them-

selves. Paragraph (d) deals with industry
and commearce. Subsection (1) com-
mences—

Where a state of emergency s de-
clared under this Part—

And do not forget that the emergency
must be declared first. 'To continue—

—the Governor . . . may make emer-
geney regulations not  inconsistent
with this Part of this Act.

Subsection (2) reads as follows—

(2) Emergency regulaztlons made
under this Part of this Act may make
provisicn for or with respect to—

Then paragraph (d) reads as follows—

the adjustment of industry and com-
merce to the requirements of the
community in time of emergency In-
cluding the determination of user
priority, the prohibition of specified
uses, the taking of specified measures,
and the allocation of supplies to pre-
scribed consumers;
I am sure no-one would assume that that
provision deals with anything but fuel
and energy. Paragraph (a) of subsection
(1) reads as follows—
providing or securing supplies and
services required hy the community,
And paragraph (b} refers to preventing
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supplies or services being disposed - of,
etc. The statement of the Law Society
referring to the previous subsection, 47 (2)
{¢), as it is now numbered, reads as fol-
lows—

It may be that 46(2)(c) does not
ga too far. However, when one com-
pares (d) with it, the clear intent of
the latter is to give the Government
of the day almost absolute powers
with respect to “industry and com-
merce”. This means that the eco-
nomic life of the community could,
for a perliod of as long as twelve
months without any parliamentary
surveillance, be directed entirely by
regulation.

That is on the assumption that the regu-
lations extend beyond fuel and energy but
I believe this will be demonstrated to be
ar incorrect interpretation of the regu-
lations,

It is also based on the supposition that
not only is one order made for six months,
hut there is an extenslion of the order for
a further six months and that Parliament
has no right of supervision over these
orders. That was written before the Gov-
ernment brought in its amendment to re-
quire each emergency order to be ratified
by both Houses of Parliament. Therefore,
that is no longer valid in the sense that
both Houses of Parliament must now
ratify not only the first order for an
emergency, but any exiension; if there is
any extension of six months that must also
come before Parliament. S¢ in the con-
text of the amendments to the Bill it is no
longer valid to say that a period as long
as 12 months could occur in which there is
no parliamentary surveillance.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: It is a rather
broad regulation, though; you must admit
that., I can understand your submission
regarding the six months; but, good Lord,
it is broad in anybody’'s langutage.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The Bili
relates only to the supplies of fuel and
energy resources., There is no power in
the Bill to go beyond that. If we went
beyond that the regulation would be de-
scribed as ultra vires; it would be heyond
the powers of the Bill. Therefore, these
regulation-making powers are rather
limited; in my opinion they are much
more limited than people have been saying
they are.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: In your opin-
ion, Were you one of those who dissented
at the Law Society meeting?

The Hon. I. G, MEDCALF: No. I did
not attend either of the meetings because
I believe that as a member of Parliament
and of a political party it was not appro-
priate for me to be there and to try to
influence the deliberations of people act-
Ing in a sincere attempt to put ferward
suggestions to the Government,
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The Hon. D. W. Cooley: They were
rather conclusive deliberations: 65 to 4.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: As a matter
of fact the dellherations were not con-
clusive because the members of the Law
Society were working on a Bill which
had already had amendments proposed to
it. They were working on the original Bill.
As I think I indicated at the outset—and
I do not wish to repeat myself—the report
was based on a rather quick study neces-
sarily made because the committee be-
lieved it had to act quickly in order to
make suggestions to the Government.

The next provision reiferred to in the
report is proposed section 47 (2) (f). That
paragraph is no longer applicable. The
Law Society criticised and questioned the
provision for enabling premises to be
searched without a warrant. It was sug-
gested to the Government that the para-
graph be amended. That provision no
longer appears in the Bill; It was removed
by amendment in the Assembly, and search
warrants are now reguired.

The Hon, R. Thompson: The Minister's
notes are confusing. He said, “The Gov-
ernment has agreed to delete . . . What
he should have said is, “This provision has
heen deleted.”

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon:
well made.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I spent consid-
erable time looking for this.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon:
labour it; I feel bad enough.

The Hon. I. G, MEDCALF'; The next
reference is to proposed section 47 (2) (i),
which deals with the makingz, negatiation
and settlement of claims for compensation.
Remember I am still falking about regula-
tions, and this is one of the matters which
can be prescrihed under the regulations.
In other words, details of how compensa-
tion may be arranged for people who have
suffered property loss or similar damages
were to be prescribed by regulation. This
has been amended to “the making, negoti-
ation and setilement and arbitration of
claims for compensation under this Part
of this Act”. The Law Society criticlsm
of this was that any compensation should
be on just terms.

The Law Society has taken the phrase
“on just terms” from the Constitution of
the Commonwealth of Australia, which
states that acquisition by the Common-
wealth Government of the property of
private citizens must be on just terms.
There has been a great deal of litigation
over the years as te exactly what “on just
terms” means, because different inter-
pretations have been placed on it. How-
ever, it is commonly agreed that it should
mean the person concerned should be paid
something which approximates the real,
true market value of the property.

The Law Society has suggested that the
phrase should appear in this paragraph.
I would submit that if it is to appear in

A point
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the Bill, this is the wrong place for it.
It is not needed in paragraph (i) of pro-
posed subsection 47 (2); because this is
only a regulation. It will not be a sub-
stantive part of the Act at all; it will be
only a 1regulation which prescribes for
the making of compensation.

At the time the Law Saciety made that
suggestion no provision was included in
the Rill for this type of compensation. So
it was legitimate for the society to make
the suggestion; but it no longer applies
because in the Assembly the Government
inserted another proposed new section
which provides for the award of com-
pensation by an arbitrator, who shall be
a Supreme Court or a Distriet Court judge
using the processes of the courts as if it
were an ordinary civil action. Hence
there is no point in spending more time
on that.

However, the point of the Law Society,
apart from the technical details—and 1
would like to stress this to Miss Elliott—
is a good one. The technical details do
not auite fit in with the rest of the Bill
due to the changes which occurred in the
amendments. But the point of principle
that we should have compensation on some
proper, reasonable basis and on just terms
was a good one; and it is now incorpor-
ated in the Bill in a different way in the
proposed compensation section.,

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: I do not think
that was the point I made.

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF': I think Miss
Flliott made a general statement that
there were many points of difference and
the Government accepted very few of the
amendments proposed by the Law Society
—only three out of the 18. I am just
pointing out that many of these points
have, in fact, been accepted perhaps with-
out some members being aware of it.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: I am aware of
that. I have this in my copy as having
been amended. I have no objection to
that particular provision.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The next
point referred to by the Law Society iIs in
relation to paragraph (1) of proposed new
section 47 (2). This is the provision which
has occasioned the greatest amount of
criticism.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott:
was referring to.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Yes. This
is the one which gives the power to make
regulations generally for ensuring that the
whole resources of the community are
available for use, and are used, in a man-
ner best calculated to serve the Interests
of the community. As I have said before,
that is limited to the provisions of the
Bill, which are set out quite clearly in the
title; that is, “to make provision for the
securing of present and future sources of
fuel, energy and power and of services re-
lating thereto, for the protection of the
community in cases of emergency . . .”.

It is the one I
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This Bill is limited to fuel, energy, and
power resgurces. There Is nothing in the
Bill which provides a general power to
relate to emergencies other than those in
connection with fuel, energy, and power
resources,

The Hon. Lyla Elliott:
an all-embracing term,

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: That word
would not have been used if they did not
mean to use it.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Even the
words “fuel” and “energy” are fairly hard
to deflne, because the questions arise:
Where does fuel begin and end, and where
does energy begin and end? If one
examines the word “energy” one gets into
the realms of proposed new forms of
energy such as tidal power, power from
the sun, and things of that sort. Thetre-
fore we have to be a little general in the
term we use. The term ‘‘power resources”
is subject to technological change. How-
ever, I still believe the scope of the Bill is
Imited to fuel, energy, and power; and
those words have a finite meaning.

For that reason I believe this general
power to make regulations has heen mis-
interpreted as being far more general than
in fact it is. To me it is an incidental power
to pick up the details of things whieh
relate to the supplies of fuel and energy
and which are not specifically referred to
in the other provisions of proposed new
section 47, It is to do that, but no more.
I believe if anyone acted under a regula-
tion which went further than that he
would be acting at his risk and would bhe
liable to have the regulation declared
invalid by a court.

I repeat what I said earlier: this power
is more limited than that contained in
many other Aects. Many other Acts confain
a fay greater power, In fact, many Statutes
have too wide a power—so wide that a
number of members have been concerned
for a long time that all these regulations
and regulation-meaking powers should be
reviewed. One cannot make a regulation
beyond the power the Act gives one. Onse
might think one can, and one might pass
a regulation. It might be tabled in Parlia-
ment and survive without being disallowed
by Parliament and, therefore, become law.
But, in fact, it is still liable to be chal-
lenged at any time in the courts as being
ultra vires; and they are challenged,

Not a month goes by without in some
court somehody challenges a regulation
under the Traffic Act or some other Act
as being invalid. We find Acts are subject
to constant scrutiny—and more partic-
ularly the regulations. It is the regula-
tions which are often ultra vires bhecause
the people who make them frequently do
not realise they are going beyond the
power Parliament gave them in the Act. It
is the words that Parliament uses in the
Act which are important; the Act is made

‘“Resources” Is
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up by its sections, and the regulations
must conform with the sections. What I
am discussing now is quite subsidiary to
the words of the Bill,

The Hon. R. Thompson: The Bill states,
“provided the Governor is satisfied by
reason of embargo for the disruption of
supvlies or for any other reason”. The
pr'lgase “for any other reason” !s very
wilae,

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: I am afrald
at the moment I am dealing only with
proposed new section 47, which is the regu-
lation-making power. The Leader of the
Opposition has ralsed a matter which is
in an earlier section and 1 have already
referred to that. I think perhaps we could
deal with it more adequately in the Com-
mittee stage, although I am quite prepared
to deal with it now.

The PRESIDENT: That is the proper
time to deal with these matters.

The Hon, 1. G. MEDCALF: May I say
in passing that I have already indicated
my view that I believe 1t is not possible
to define all the situations which may
occaslon an emergency.

The Hon. D. W, Cooley: You have
missed the conscription of labour provi-
sion. You have not commented on proposed
new section 47 (2) (k),

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I do not
believe that is for conscription of labour,
and the Law Soclety made no suggestion
that 1t is.

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: They looked at
it hurrledly according to you. Mayhbe they
missed it.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The Law
Society made no suggestion that 1t Is con-
scription of labour. I am dealing specific-
ally with its report. If the honourable
member wishes to discuss this at a later
stage In Committee I will be glad to dis-
cuss it with him., I am dealing specific-
ally with the report of the society, and
it did not make ahy reference to the point
raised by Mr Cooley.

Personally I do not belleve there is any
reference to conscription in that clause,
hut that can be dealt with at a later stage
if the honourable member so desires.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: The word is
used.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: It is signifi-
cant that the Law Society has not given
eonsideration to that. If it had thoughi
the provision refers {o conscription I am
sure it would have mentigned it,

I now turn to proposed new sectlon 48
which deals with intimidation and retalia-
tlon. Here the criticism is that the clause
i5 too wide and that if an offence of
retaliation is created it might be miscon-
strued to mean a person using power after
default under a contract. In other words,
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if somebody has a contract and the other
party defaults, then the person who is in
control might take actlon agalnst the
defaulting party and this would be con-
strued as retaliation in an emergency. That
might happen, of course. There is no end
tc what may happen in life. Every day we
hear of foul murders and other acts that
are committed and no doubt what I have
mentigned could happen. Some person
could do that, because people do almost
anything in exceptlonal circumstances.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar; How true.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: One has only
to pick up a newspaper to read of some
extraordinary situation; that is, if one can
get hold of a newspaper.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: But there are
laws that cover those acts.

The Hen, I G. MEDCALF: Yes, that 1s
50, but I am suggesting that If a person
takes retallation agalnst another person in
the manner referred to, is 1t not possible
that that would become apparent to a
court? Surely it is not logical that a
court would not have pointed out to it
that this was not a genuine case of
retaliation; in other words, that this
retaliation was occurring as ‘a result of
some cther activitles. Or, to put it another
way, to say that retaliation would be mis-
construed to include a person who uses his
powers under a contract, or to suggest
thet a court would not appreciate this
palll?::i seems to be stretching the position
a e

The great safeguard is that the court
must decide whether the offence would be
construed as retaliation; and the court
must be aware if this is only a subterfuge.
~ Surely we must credit our courts with the
ahility to sort the chaff from the grain and
te appreciate that what is submitted as
one thing is not really another, and whilst
these acts may ocecasionsally happen, I do
not think, in this sttuation, it is much of
a point to raise.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: We should
be able to make laws $o do it.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: That is a
cavalier way of deallng with what has
beentmentloned in the Law Society’s
report.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I now turn
to proposed new section 49(3) {a), which is
the penalty provision. This has been
criticised on the ground that it should vary
for different offences and that there is no
limit on a fine imposed on a company; it
is left to the court’s discretion.

~ The Hon. D. W, Cooley: And there Is no
limit on a union.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Yes, a union,
or a corporate body. A court could award
a fine If it so desired. I ask: Do we
seriously belleve that if a court awarded
a fine of $5 million there would not be an
appeal against such an excessive penaliy?

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Would you get
any default?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: One would
perhaps get it In the life of oneself and
one’s grandchildren. If 5 court awarded
a penalty of $5 milllen, this would be guite
excessive, although with the rate of infla-
tion progressing as it is, in 10 vears such
a fine might be regarded as normal. How-
ever, assuming the situation is the same
as that which we have today, a fine of
$5 million would be imposed only in the
most serious situation, I cannot imagine
that such a fine would ever he imposed.
Nevertheless, the real polnt the Law
Society is making—and 1t has illustrated
it with this absurdity to prove the point—
is that a limit should he placed in the
Bill on the amount of penalty that a court
can award agailnst a corporation.

The Law Society states that it does not
know of a case where a penalty has not
been limited in some way. However, there
are many cases of the law in other coun-
tries—in the United Kingdom, for ex-
ample—where a penalty has not been pre-
seribed, particularly in relation to a cor-
poeration, No penalty has been pres_cribe_d.
because of the difficulty of imposing it,
and beczuse some of the people concerned
may have received a vast benefit, but this
iz not applicable to private persons—only
to corporations which often deal in sub-
stantial sums. We know that all corpora-
tions are not serupulously honest and some
of them could well make a profit out of
an emergency situation somewhere along
the line by engaging in a form of black-
marketing. No-one would be foolish
enough to say that blackmarketing does
not oceur in situations such as fuel ration-
ing.

Those of us who arzs aware of what
happened during the last war know that
there were some extremely active black-
marketing operations in regard to fuel
that were condueted right under the noses
of officialdom in this country. Black-
marketing was very rife indeed and un-
doubtedly a great number of pecple were
making money out of it. It may be that
a corporation that is in a position to die-
tate the terms of fuel sales or the control
of fuel outlets could well be in a position
to make a substantial profit. If this should
oceur, would it be proper to impose a limit
of, say, 85 000, or even $10 000 in that case?
Of course it would not.

The Hon. Lyla Eliott: It happened in
South Australia.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: That does
not make it right. T do not believe it is
right because it happened in South Aus-
tralia, nor do I believe it is right because
it happened in New Scouth Wales. Many
Acts In the United Kingdom do noct have
vrescribed penalties in them.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: You are draw-
ing an analogy there, so why not go to
South Australia?
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The Hen. I. G. MEDCALF: Yes, I am
drawing an analogy with this Bill. For
that reason 1 cannot really say this is
such a great point. I admit it is a point
worth recelving. I think it is a good idea
the Law Society has raised this point in
much the same way as I think it is a good
idea it has raised the other points, but
I do not necessarily go along with it. I
do not believe there is any real significance
in the point raised.

Subsection (6) of proposed new section
49 refers to the fact that a penalty may
be increased If the offence occurs on a
daily basis. In other words, if somebody
is told, “You are not to do something”,
and instead of obeying that order and not
doing something that person continues to
do what he did before and disregards the
order, then he should pay an increased
penalty. There must be an increase in
penalty if it is a continuing offence.

In proposed new sectlon 49 (6) we are
dealing with a continuing offence; not
with a single offence; not with somebody
who does something wrong on one occa-
sion and never does it agaln. We are
dealing with a corporation or an indi-
vidual continuing to carry on what was
bheing done bhefore to fhe detriment of
the community. In other words, if a per-
son continues to supply people with fuel
when that fuel is required for public hos-
pitals then he should be liable to a daily
penalty for every day he continues such
an offence.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Or a strike.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: That de-
“pends whether it comes within the offence,
and I am talking sbout where an offence
continues. Even in the Companies Act
there Is reference to company directors,
secretaries, and managers faclng a daily
penalty, sometimes amounting to thous-
ands of dollars, if they continue In de-
fault and fall to glve some information
that they should have given and thereby
prejudice somebody else or members of
the public. Those officers may face a
very substantial fine on a daily rate under
the gompanies Act, and the fine is as-
sessed.

The Hon. R. Thompson: There is a
very good let-out section In the Compan-
ies Act, though.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: No, under
the Companies Act it is a daily vpenalty.

The Hon. R. Thompson: But there is
a let-out provision in the Companies Act
for those officers. The Act says, “if they
cannot reasonahly explain” or words to
that effect.

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: The position
is exactly the same under the Bill. A
corporation has the opportunity to put up
a defence in this case. If it is subject to
a charge in the courts as a result of com-
mitting an offence it can put up a defence
under the provisions of this Bill In the

(E3)
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same way as officers of a company csn put
up a defence under the Companles Act.
A corporation can say, “We did not do it.”
The onus of proof is still on the Crown.
The Crown still has to prove the case and
if the company can put up a defence then
the company can be excused, in exactly the
same way as somebody who is chearged
under the Companies Act can be excused.

Proposed new section 50 is the next one
to which I will refer. This section is also
referred to in the report by the Law
Soclety and it covers the power of the
Minister to make orders and directions. It
reads as Iollows—

50, (1) Emergency regulations made
under this Part of this Act may confer
upon any Minister of the Crown the
power to make any order or give any
direction for the purposes of the
regulations.

The rest of the proposed section then deals
with the orders and directions made. This
is 2 kind of subregulation. These are not
the main regulations. Those will be made
under the Act. These are subregulations
under which the Minister makes an crder
or a direction and the criticism which has
been levelled against this provision by the
Law Society is that it is too wide and that
Governments may not be responsible. How-
ever the answer {o this criticlsm Is, I
believe, that the orders and directions must
still be made within the regulations. The
Minister cannot make an order at his own
uncontrolied discretion. He has to make
an order which comes within the regula:
tions which, in turn, come within the pro-
visions of the Act. The Minister is very
restricted. His orders and directions must
be within the scope of the regulations made
under the Act that Parliament enacts.
Therefore an order must come within the
regulations and must not go beyond the
powers of the Act. The Minister's action
must not be ultra vires the Act.

Obviously it is not possible to specify
all the sltuations which may occur and
which require the Minister, almost from
day to day, to make some orders ol direc-
tlons. This 1s a very detailed matter and
clearly it would be quite impossible, with-
out writing a volume, to specify all the
situations. I suggest 1t would be a Iament-
able state of affalrs If Parliament ever set
itself the task to find all the situations
that could cecur. To my way of thinking
Parltament’s task 1s to lay down the broad
guldelines by which the regulations ang
the orders must be made with whatever .
safeguards Parllament wants. But if
Parliament 1s to go to the length of writ-
Ing in all the exact headings excluding
situations and clrcumstances when the
Minister may rmake orders and regulatlons,
then I suggest this Is not the function ot
Parliament.

We may as well bring the civil servants
to Parliament and all sit together and
work it out simulianeously, because under
these eircumstances it would not work. It
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1s beyond the wit of man to visualise all
the things that may happen in any given
situation. For that reason I belleve that,
necessarily, the power has to be reason-
ably wide, but it is clrcumscribed by the
regulation-making power and alt the sec-
tions of this Act when it is passed,

The Hon, D, W. Cooley: The fear we
have about the Blll and as expressed by
the Law Soclety is that an irresponsible
Government, in a perlod of emergency,
could make regulations which could give
the Minister the power under this section.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: It is true I
mentloned that the Law Soclety has sald
Governments must be responsible and that
an irresponsible Government might do
something 1t should not do. However,
even if an irresponsible Government were
in power it still must act within the regu-
lations or the order the Minlster has made
is ultra vires. So really the whole foecal
point is that the power comes from the
Act itself and the regulations must con-
form with the Act. If they do not they
are ultra vires. The orders and directions
must conform with the regulations and
the Act.

Propased section 50 (8) reads—

(6) The Interpretation Act, 1918,
shall apply to the interpretation of any
order made under this Part of this
Act as it applles to the Interpretation
of a regulation, and for the purposes
of section 36 of that Act any such
i)rger shall be deemed to be a regu-
ation.

This provides a further safeguard. It
states that if the Minister makes an order
or direction that order or direction must
le on the Table of Parllament and Par-
liament has the right to disallow it. That
is what has to occur under the Interpre-
tation Act. In other words, it is the same
as with a regulation. So, although it is
only an order or direction—that is, a
kind of subregulation—it Is glven the
status of being placed on the Table of the
House so that Parllament can disallow it
under section 36 of the Interpretation Act
which provides that Parllament may dis-
allow a regulation within 14 sitting days.

The Hon., Grace Vaughan: Are you
seriously suggesting that under the two-
party situation regulations would be dis-
allowed by the Minister's own Govern-
ment?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: In answer
to the honourable member, I am seriously
suggesting that. Since I have been in this
House, many regulations have been dls-
allowed and they have been disallowed
irrespective of the Government in office.
In any event, In a sense, the question
really means that the honourable member
is throwing doubt onh the whole parlla-
mentary systern. What better system
could we get than by having elected

[COUNCIL.)

representatives of the people who have the
power to disallow regulations made by
Government?

It 1s a fact that at certain times we
will have people of one particular political
colour or another In charge of the Gov-
ernment benches, but what better safe-
guard can we have than a parliamentary
systemm under which we do have periodic
elections when the people have the right
to make a choice?

It is not sufficlent to say that if onhe
particular party is in power, this will not
happen. I belleve that 1s quite false and
that it is part of the whole present habit
of trylng to polarise people’s opinion. It
assumes that those on the other side are
a lot of blackguards who do not do the
right thing. This happens so frequently
now and the sooner we make a united
effort to stamp out—

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: Take {t back and
we will have a look at it.

The Hon. D. W, Cooley: That is what
we were trying to say yesterday.

The Hon, I. G, MEDCALF': I have read
some of the things that were said yester-
day and I do not think they made much
contribution to parilamentary government.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: I am talking
about what was sald when we were dis-
cussing the matter with the Premfer.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: T now turn
to proposed sectlon 51 about which the
Law Soclety says the Minister should dele-
gate hls power to another Minister., That
is the fairly mild criticlsm of the Law
Society hecause it does not Hke the Min-
ister having the right to delegate his
power to some other person, The section
provides—

51, The powers of the Minister
under this Part of this Act may be
exercised on his behalf by any person
for the tlme being so authorized by
the Minister, and where the exerclse
of those powers is expressed to depend
on 3a diseretion or state of mind of
the Minister that reference shall be
read as if it referred to a discretion
or state of mind of the person
authorized to exercise those powers.

The Law Soclety states—

The power of delegation should be
to another Minister only. There must
be some assurance that the powers are
reasonably exerclsed, and hence it Is
undesirable that slmply any person
should be in a position to exercise the
powers vested in the Minister.

I do not belleve it Is practical for a Min-
ister to delegate his powers, which are
many and varied in a state of emergency,
to another Minister who will be equslly
engaged. Each Minister must be presum-
ed to be able to delegate his powers to
responsible and trusted civil servants who
are answerable to hlm and in that respect



[Wednesday, 2 October, 19741

they are answerable to Parllament. There-
fore, I belleve this is a reasonable provis-
ion and it would not be possible to insist

upon a Minister always delegating his

powers to another Minister,

The Hon. R. Thompson: How can you
w11'lte into a regulation a person’s sfate of
mind?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: It cannot
be done. This ts a matter for the court to
interpret.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: It is a rather
dangerous one. Would 1t not be a case
for a neurosurgeon?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: One of the
things which the courts must decide is
whether a person has acted reasonably and
properly In accordance with the standards
of ordinary and reasonable citizens and
that cannot be expressed in words. 'The
clrcumstances cannot be included In a
general phrase like that and necessarilly—

‘The Hon. R. Thompson: Do you think
that 1s a good clause when 1t refers to the
discretion of a state of mind?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I is a
commonly-used one.
The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The polnt is

that If a responsible person Is exercising
an authority on behalf of the Minister,
then it is no good referring to the Min-
ister’s state of mind, but only to the state
of mind of the person exerclsing the dis-
cretion. What is the good of having me
as a civll servant exercising the power, and
then examining the Minister’s state of
mind to see whether I exercise it propetly?
My state of mind must be examined.
Perhaps I should not have sald that in
this context!

The Hon, D. W. Cooley: Is it common
in Acts to glve Ministers the authorlty to
delegate thelr powers to another person?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: 1 belleve
the Minister must answer for this and I
would not know what the Minister would
do, but he must answer as to whom he
has delegated hls powers. It is common
for a Minister to delegate powers to what
is called “any person’” but, In practice,
“any person” Is not any Tom, Dick, or
Harry, but some responsible official in the
Minister’s department.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I think we
could logtecally say that in any Goavern-
ment there would be Ministers we would
not Iike to have these delegated powers
and have to rely on the discretion of their
state of mind.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Now we are
getting personal,

The Hon. R. Thompsoen: No, I sald “in
any Government”.

The Hon. I, G. MEDCALF: I think we
have to accept that we must use the mater-
1al avallable and if we have some Ministers
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with one siate of mind and others with
ancther, we cannot distinguish and say
that unless they belong to this party or
that party, or unless—

The Hon, R. Thompson:
on that theme at all,

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: I thought
the Leader of the Oppositlon was saying
that some Ministers would not be trust-
worthy.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I am Saying
that irrespective of the Government you
could find a person who would not be
responsible. ‘

No, I am not

The Hon., G. C. MacKinnon: Bui in
theory he is, In fact, responsible.
The Hon. R. Thompson: He is a re-

sponsible Minister only,

The Hont. D. K. Dans: “State of mind”
intrigues me. What may be hot to one
person may be cold to another. What 1s
the definition of “state of mind"? We
have heen told that Presldent Nixon was
probably a bit unbalanced for the last 12
months and his state of mind would not be
the kind we would llke to be dealing wlth
in a situation llke this.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I come back
to the point that what is & person's
state of mind In any particular context 1s
a matter which the courts must decide.
Whether he has acted reasonably and
what his intentions were iIs deduced from
the circumstances and we must assume
that a Minister is responsible, although
sgge Ministers are more responsible than
others.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Thank you very
much.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I now turn
to proposed section 54 which refers to
acts of the Minister not being actionable.
The Law Society criticised the reference
to “purported exerelse of his powers”. The
proposed section reads—

54. Subject to section 55, no action
shall lie, and no preceedings of any
kind shall be instituted or heard in
any court in respect of any act or
decision of the Minister or any person
or hody authorized by him in the
exercise or purported exercise of his
powers under this Part of this Act.

The Law Society has drawn attention to
the phrase “purported exercise of his
powers” and states—

There is probably no objection to
protecting the Minister or others with
respect to acts or decisions In exercise
of statutory powers.

However, the sectlon goes further,
and refers to ‘“purported exercise of
. . powers”. This may be read so
wldely as to mean that no matter
what might be done, save the causing
of death or bodily injury, (see 54)
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the Minister or his functionarles will
have a complete bar to claims being
made ageaijnst them, simply by saying
that they thought they were entitled
to act as they had done by reason of
the provisions of the Aet. This is to
invite Iirresponsible adminlstration.
The width of the protection i1s such
that it also confers immunity from
criminal proceedings.

In other words, what the Law Society is
saying 1s that the Minister is able to say
that he thought he was entitled to act.
It Is saying that when he does something
wrongly he will say in his defence that
he thought he was entitled to do it.
“Purporting to exercise powers” does not
mean '‘concoeting a story”. The Minister
cannot pretend that he thought he had the
power. Clearly he must think he has it;
he must belleve honestly and reasonably
that he has the power.

This comes back to the question of a
state of mind which a court may have to
interpret. It may also have to interpret
whether the Minister honestly and reas-
onably believed he had the power. The

proposed section means that the Minister,”

In exerclsing his power, must believe that
he had the power. He must belleve it
honestly, and without malice he must
carry out his duties. If the Minister acted
maliclously or criminally he could not
take refuge in the section because "pur-
porting to exerclise powers” means he must
exercise them honestly and reasonably in
a proper and responsible manner. If a
Minister does not act responsibly he 1is
llable. He must act responsibly and
reasonably. In other words, he must have
a reasonable belief that he had the power,
and he must not act maliciously.

The Hon. R. Thompson: But what about
the person to whom he delegated his
power—the "any person”? ‘That is the
dangerous provision.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: That is
exactly why -the provislon refers to the
state of mind of the other person and
not the state of mind of the Minister.

We must remember that we are dealing
with a state of emergency occastoned by
fuel and power supply failure and there
could well he occasions when a Minister
purports or intends to exercise a power
believing he has the power when in fact
he mieght, in some respects, ftransgress.
After all, he is only human, as Mr Thomp-
son has been saying, and he might trans-
gress. 1If he honestly and reasonably
transgresses, then he must be given some
protection in such a situation. We can-
not leave him like the proverbial shag
on a rock merely because he made an
error orf was advised by one of his ad-
ministrators that he had the power when,
in fact, some court, perhaps on appeal
later, decides he did not have the power.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. R. Thompson: Knowing you
as I do, and listening to and respecting
your arguments over the years, I can
hardly see how you can agree with this
proposed section,

The Hon, I. G. MEDCALF: I believe
it 1s justified by the fact that we are deal-
ing with a state of emergency which, as
I have sald, Is limited to the type of
situation I have described.

It has relation to a fuel and energy
distribution crisis and in such a state.of
emergency 1 belleve we must allow the
Minister to make a genuine mistake occa-
sionally in respect of exercising a power
which he believed he had but about which
the High Court might say six months later,
“You did not have the power to go up that
street; you could go only as far as thils
street, and when you stopped the people
in the next street from selling petrol you
were golng beyond your power; therefore
you were personally liable.”

The Hon. R. Thompsen: It 13 a fairly
costly exerclse for John Citlzen, is it not?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The enftire
emergency 1s a costly exercise for the com-
munity.

The Hon. R. Thompson: But where the
wrong state of mind of one person is
exercised.

The Hon. I. G, MEDCALF: 1t is regret-
table that the community has to deal wlth
costly exerclses at all. It is regrettable
that we have @& situation where, for
instance, the public cannot be permitted
to farewell aircraft; they are not allowed
to go out to the edge of the tarmac to see
their friends off. We have in our com-
munity people who would cause chaos and
confusion. I am not saying that relates
to the type of emergency under discussion,
but it Is regrettable that we must legis-
late for some unfortunate situation in
order to protect the main body of citizens
who, like the Ieader of the Opposition
and me, want to go ahout their daily work
in peace.

The Hen. R. Thompson: If a person
made a mistake under a state of mind
here it could cost a man his livelihood, his
living, and his life savings.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I should
direct my words to you, Mr President, My
attention was drawn to this matter by
another member, and perhaps I should
pursue my general argument.

Before I leave that point, I want to say
I do not believe this provision would con-
fer any criminal immunity on the Minister
concerned. If a Minister acted criminally
he would be lable under the Criminal
Code.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Do you believe
this proposed section would prevent any
person seeking sn injunction to restrain



[ Wednesday, 2 October, 1974]

the Minister from closing down his news-
paper or garage or taking some other
action?

The Hon. I. G, MEDCALF: No, I do not
believe it would stop that at all. The pro-
posed section 54 says—

. . . no action shall lie, and no pro-
ceedings of any Kkind shall be
instituted—

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: What is your
definition of those words?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF': It continues—

.. . or heard in any court in respect
of any act or decision of the Min-
ister . . .

If the honourable member refers back to
proposed section 45 she will see it is the
other way around. It says—

The powers and authorities con-
ferred by this Part of this Act shall
not be exercisable—

In other words, the Minister cannot even
exercise any powers under proposed section
45 if an injunction is ‘obtained to restrain
him.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Where does it
refer to an injunction?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The pro-
posed section states—

The powers and authorities con-
ferred by this Part of this Act shall
not he exercisable . . .

(b) except in respect of an emer-
gENCY . . .
My point is that any person can go to
the court, claim there is no emergency,
and seek an injunction to restrain the
Minister from exercising his powers and
authorities.

The Hon. Lyia EHiott: That is a differ-
ent thing, That is the whole question of
the emergency. It does not concern an
individuals personal problem.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: It stops the
Minister from exercising his powers and
authorities,

The Hon. Lyls Eillott: In a legitimate
emergency a person could still be dealt
with unjustly by the Minister.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: 1 thought
the honourable member’s point was that 1t
was impossible to obtain an injunction
under proposed section 54. I am saying
an Injunction can be obtained at any time
under proposed section 45.

The Hon. R. F, Claughton: Does that
not render the legislation useless?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: ©No, it does
not. It s an additional very strong safe-
guard.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton:
saying—

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The honour-
ab{?, member asked me a question, did he
not?

¥ou are
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The Hon. R. F. Claughton: ¥Yes.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCAILF: Does he
want to answer the question himself or
would he like me to do so?

The PRESIDENT: I would like the hon-
ourable memher to confine himself to the
second reading of the Bill. These discus-
slons can take place in the Committee
stage.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: Very well,
Mr President. I shall proceed. I now
refer to proposed sectlon 538, which deals
with appeals. Before I say anything about
this proposed section I would like to reiter-
ate that a very pecullar kind of appeal 1s
dealt with In proposed section 58, It is an
appeal from an administrative actlon. It
15 not a general appeal. This is thrown
in and it is not found In many Acts that
one can ask a Minister to review a deciston
at any time. Omne ¢an make an appeal
irrespective of what one’s claim 1s. One
can go to a court to appeal in a claim for
compensation or to appeal against convic-
tion for an offence; or one can appeal to
the Minister, or one c¢an do both. TUnder
proposed section 58 one ¢an go to the Min-
ister and say, “I want you to review your
decision.” The proposed section says—

A person agerieved by any act done
or omitted, or any declstonn or order
made, or any direction given . , , may
appeal in writing to the Minister In
the prescribed manner, if any, and the
Minister may thereypon, in his
absclute discretlon, take such action
ag he thinks fit and effect shall be
glven to the determination of the
Minister.

It does not say the decision shall be final;
nor does it stop one from golng to the
court. After recelving the Minister's de-
cision one can still go to the court. So in
fact this is an extra which 1s thrown in,
and I do not know why it has been the
subject of so much criticlsm. Perhaps it
is because the original Bill did not contain
a provision that one could apply to the
court for compensation for loss of property.
At the time the Law Soclety prepared its
report that amendment had not been put
in the Blil and had nct been considered.

I belleve the reason for the Law Soclety
raising this point was that It assumed this
was the only richt of appeal and there
were no other rights. At that time the
rights of appeal were limited. Now that
the compensation provision and further
rights of appeal in other matters have been
Incorporated in the Bill, this provision is
left as an additional right to go to the
Minister. If one does not want to go to
the courts and incur legal expenses one
can go stralght to the Minister and say,
“I want you to review your decision.” If
one puts it in wrifing, the Minister should
review it.

There is a criticism ahout proposed sec-
tlon 60 which provides that the Attorney-
General must consent to a prosecution. I
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would have thought 1 was an advantage
for a citizen to have not only the Minister
but also the Attorney-General declde there
would be a prosecution. That means
virtually two Ministers must decide, or it
may become a Cabinet matter. Therefore
it s an additional safeguard for the sub-
ject. There zre many offences where no
Minister must approve before a charge s
laid. It is unusugal for s Minister to have
to give his approval before the police bring a
case against somebody in the Police Court.
In many Instances, the police have brought
cases withcut even consulting the Crown
Law Department. I think it is a great
advantage that in this situation not only
does the Minister have to approve a prose-
cution but also the Attorney-General. We
cannot overcome the faet that the Attor-
ney-General is a Cabinet colleague, but
the I‘Jiroposed section is an additional safe-
guard.

Another reason for the criticistn was that
prosecutions will be launched by the .State
and not by an individual. This is pro-
bably so, but not necessarily so. It is still
possible for prosccutions to be launched
by individuals but the provision ensures
that a decision to prosecute must be made
responsibly after proper referral. There-
fore, an individual cannot launch a prose-
cution unless the Attorney-General has
consented.

Mr President, you have been more than
patient in permitting me to deal with the
details of this Bill but I believed it would
ke a useful exercise to go through them
at this stage. In closing my remarks I
would like to say that many points which
the Law Society has made in its report are
very valid, useful, and important. As I
said at the outset, the Law Society was
quite entitled to make the report convey-
ing suggestions to the Government, I will
briefly refer to what I regard as the sig-
nificant points made by the Law Society.

The first one is that there must be
power in the courts to review a declara-
tion of emergency. This is a good point
and I hope I have demonstrated that the
courts have this power.

The second point is that a declaration
of emergency must be ratified by Parlia-
ment. The Law Society described this as
a most important point, and I agree that
it is. I am very pleased the Legislative
Assembly accepted an amendment to the
Bill which means that any declaration of
an emergency must be ratified by both
Houses of Parliament within 30 days.
otherwise it will lapse. The Law Society
stated this was probably its most import-
ant opoint, and the amendment is a justi-
fication, if needed, for the comments it
made.

The third pecint is that a state of
cmergency may apply for up to 12 mondihs
without parliamentary surveillance. It was
a good point and has been overcome by
the amendment just referred to.

[COUNCIL.]

The next point is that search warrants
should be required in all cases, and il has
been accepted by the Government through
dropping from the Bill the power to search
premises without warrant and question
individuals. I may say in passing that I
have heen hammering the point for some
years that & search warrant should be
required in all cases. Many Acts on the
Statute book, framed by Governments of
all political colours, contain provisions
that premises may be searched without
warrant. I am pleased the society’s sugges-
tion was adopted.

The final point is that there should be
adequate compensation on just terms, and
by implication the Government has
accepted the principle put forward by the
Law Society by incorporating an amend-
ment providing that where there is pro-
perty damage or loss of property one may
Z0 to an arbitrator who will be a District
Court or Supreme Court judge.

In closing, may I say that many people
have expressed views on this Bill which
demonstrate concern about some of the
matters which have heen raised. I believe
the report of the Law Saciety was put for-
ward sincerely with a view to persuading
the Government that some of the provi-
sions required further study. I am pleased
that the major items, which I have enum-
erated, have been accepted; and I believe
that with a proper explanation the public,
generally, will see and accept that this
legislation is intended to relate only to the
specific emergencies related to fuel and
energy to which it purporis to relate.

Government members: Hear, hear!

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: I wish you were
right.

THE HON. W. R. WITHERS (Norith)
[8.45 p.m.]; I consider the Bill before us
does need to pass the second reading and
it is also important that it be debated in
the Committee stage s0 that we may point
out how wrong the ¢pponents of the mea-
sure have been. I know some of its
opponents are most anxious to prevent the
Bill getting to the Commitiee stage
because they do not really want the truth
to come out.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: Who does not
want the ifruth to come out?

The Hon., W. R. WITHERS: The
opponents of the Bill. I have very good
reason for saying that because there has
been a lot of subterfuge together with a
ereat deal of planning in connection with
this Bill.

. The Hon. . W. Cooley: All from your
side.

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS: I can prove
otherwise, and it is a shame that what 1
am about to mention has heen done by
the TLC and other unions. In their fight
the trade unions—and I now refer to some
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of the union executives of the Trades and
Labor Council, and not the men of the
unicns-—and the TLC have either shown
great incompetence or have deliberately
set about to fool the public and the mem-
bers of their associations.

Let us have a look at their propaganda
programme. I will first refer to a little
blue document entitled, “Gun-butt on the
door WA, 1974”. This Is authorised by the
Amajgamated Metal Workers’ Union, the
Amalgamated Postal Workers Union, the
Electrical Trades Union, the Federated
Engine Drivers & FPiremen's Association,
the Marine Industry Group of Unions, the
Miscellaneous Workers' Union, the Trans-
port Workers’ Tnion, and the Building
Trade Assoclations of Unions.

The document in question was, in the
first place, written about the original Bill
and the provisions that appeared in that
Bill. As we all know, however, the original
Bill was amended, but the unions con-
cerned did not worry ahout that,

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: That was written
before it was amended.

The Hon. W. R, WITHERS: As I have
said, the unions did not worry about that;
the document was handed out after the
Bill had heen amended, and in the full
knowledge that it had been amended,
under the date of Tuesday, the 17th Sep-
tember, 1974. We all know, however, that
the Bill was amended leng before the
amended Bill was infrodueced inte this
House on the 19th of last month.

The Hon. D. W, Cooley: Who handed
the pamphlets out?

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS: I do not
know.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: You do not
know anything.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Mr Cooley
was not at the meeting to which he
referred, and yet he indicated he was. The
gentleman opposite indicated quite clearly
that he was at this meeting and he said
during his speech In the debate that he
would like to hear me repeat what I had
said at the meeting. I propose to do this.

Later on however, by interjection, I
asked the honourable member whether he
was at the meeting because I had not seen
him there, and he replied that he was not
at the meeting. The pamphlet was
handed out at the meeting in the full
knowledge that the Bill had been amended.
The purpose was to inform the people
there what the Bill contained. This had
nothting to do with the Bill before Parila-
ment.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: How about tell-
ing us who organised the meeting.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The meet-
ing was called by the Labor member of
Parliament for Balga who said that the

October, 19741 1839

purpose was to discuss the PBill and indi-
cate what it was all about. The meeting
turned out to be quite an unusual one
and I will describe this later. All the
speakers on the rostrum were Labor mem-
hers.

I will continue with the description of
the brochure or pamphlet to which I have
referred, on the first page of which is
stated—

The powers it proposes to give the
Ministers, Commissioners and persons
appointed under Regulations, are pos-
sibly the most sweeping and draconic
outside of Military Dictatorships.

That is a highly emotive phrase. It is
there purely for the purpose of stirring the
people up.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Do not look at
me. I did not write it.

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS: People
who desired to refer to the amended Bill—
that is, the real Blll—would be terribly
confused If they tried to relate the measure
to the document to which I have referred.
Fven Mr Burke, who addressed the meet-
ing, made four mistakes In the first few
minutes of his address in referring to
clauses and subelauses and I had to cortect
him. That Is how confused he was while
speaking to the people who attended the
meeting. He was also confusing them.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You have been
doing that for three years.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS:
the honourable member's opinion.

The Hon. Lyla Elllott: Can you tell me
what sectlons have been amended since it
was Introduced?

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS: I will
address my remarks through you, Mr
President.

The Hon. R, Thompson:
not know.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: On the
second page of this little blue brochure we
find the following—

Under the gulse of controlling oil
supplies their Bill if carrled could
destroy Industrial democracy and
untonism in W.A.

This 1s merely an opinion, but it becomes
a statement of fact in this document which
refers to a Bill that does not exist.

The Hon, D. W. Cocley: You have not
shown us it does not.

The Hon, W, R, WITHERS: The pam-
phlet then refers to section 42, and reports
on a section which is not In the Bill. It
then goes on to say—

This gives the Minister power o
override 500 years of common law
rights, criminal law, trial by jury,
appeals to a judge, industrial awards
ete.—in short meazures so sweeplng as
to be akin to dictatorship.

That 1s

You just do
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All that is contained In that passage with
reference to criminal law, trial by jury,
ete., 1s not true,

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Why is it
not true? It is in the Bill.
The Hon. W, R. WITHERS: 1t 1s notin

the Bill, but 1t has been read to the people
to create the impression that it is in the
Bill, even though it is not.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Is not section
41 in the Bill?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS:
the pamphlet refers to section 42.

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: That is a typo-
graphical error.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The pam-
bhlet appears to be full of typographical
errors and that is what I am trylng to
polnt out; that everything in this docu-
ment is wrong but even though that was
the case it was handed out at a public
meeting to describe the wrong Bill which is
hefore Parliament.

I am pleased to note, however, that
members opposite admit that the pamphlet
is full of typographical errors.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: Were there many
people at the meeting?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Yes there
were, but that does not really matter,

The Hon. D, W, Cooley: Were there
any Communists at the meeting?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The pam-
phlet refers to subclause (k) and states—

(k) engaging persons, whether for re-
ward or otherwise to perform
functions and to carry out acts in
order to assist the malntaining,
controlling and regulating of sup-
plies and services;

Yes, but

The pamphiet further states—

Not only will this sectlon enable
Strike Breakers to he organised, the
next Clause 45, sets out to protect
such “seabs” from future retalation.

There is another matter which was admit-
ted by Mr Claughton early this morning
which refers to a South Australlan Act. 1
poilnted out this was the law and Mr
Claughton sald it was an error, that it
should have been a South Australian Bill.
In referring to the South Australtan Act
the blue pamphlet states that ‘“South
Australia’s Labor Government has an
Emergency Powers Act, 1974”. This, of
course, is not so. The South Australian
glt;:emment has never passed an Act lke

The Hon. D, W. Ccoley: That is nothing
new to us. We know all about that.

The Hon. W, R, WITHERS: In thal
case why should Labor members of Parlia-
ment hand these pamphlets out at a meet-

[COUNCIL.]

ing knowing that what they contain is a
Ite? I must say in dolng so they have
misled the public rather successfully.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is some-
thing; everyone reckons we have been un-
successful.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The other
pamphlet to which I wish to refer is the
yellow one headed, “Threat toe Democracy”
which is authorised by the Fuel and
Energy Bill Campaign Commiitee Trades
and Labor Council. -

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: We will get the
truth now,

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The pam-
phlet refers to “What could happen”, and
under that heading there are five cartoon-
style drawings which are supposed to be
funnhy though I do not think they are the
least bit funny.

The Hon., S. J. Dellar: Are they good
quality?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The first of
these cartoons shows a man of authority
—and from his dress he could be 2 Min-
ister of the Crown—before whom stand
five policemen. The Minister in the car-
toon is shown as saying, “Now those are
my orders. Don’'t worry about a public
outery—by next week I'll have it made
iegal!” The pamphlet then refers to sec-
tion 4% and says-——

If something that would be legal
under a state of emergency is done
illegally before a state of emergency
is declared, it will be pardoned after
the declaration!
As we all know that is not the purport of
the sectlon at all.
The Hon, D. K, Dans: Do we know that?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Mr Med-
calf has explained that point very effect-
ively, and if members have not been able
to understand what Mr Medealf had to
say they could possibly seek information
on the matter during the Committee
stage.

The second cartoon shows a Minister
smiling eruely.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: How do you do
that?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I have
found this very difficult to do. The car-
toon in guestion also shows the Minister
dropping pieces of paper into a wastepaper
basket and on those pieces of paper are
written the words, “civil liberties”, *con-
tracts”, and ‘regulations”. The reference
under this cartoon is to sections 41, 42, 43,
49, and 50. Under those sections the pam-
rhlet states—

The Minister, according to his “state
of mind”’, declares a state of emer-
gency giving himself total power to
suspend all agreements, deeds, rights,
contracts, even laws iike the Electoral
Act.
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'This, of course, is not so, as Mr Med-
calf has explained. The pamphlet con-
tinues and states—

—and he can give these powers to
anyone he chooses.

As Mr Medcalf has already explained, the
Minister cannof give these powers to every
Tom, Dick, and Harry, and this is ex-
plained in secticn 42 (f) as members will
see if they care to study it. The section is
wrong.

I find the third cartoon quite repulsive.
It shows a service station attendant hold-
ing in his hangd the nozzle of a petrol pump
and in front of him stands a policeman
jabbing him in the chest in rather an
aggressive manner; and, incidentally, the
policeman has atteched to him by hand-
cuffs a person who appears to have a
rather hang-dog expression. The police-
man, while jabbing the station attendant
in the chest, is saying—

Let me put it this way—if you don’t
work this guy’s pumps for no pay—
you’'ll get 6 months like him!

Reference is made to section 46 and it
states that this section “makes it Iegal for
a person to be conscripted to work, for no
pay, against his will.” This is incorrect.
The section uses the words, “engaged for
reward”. ‘The legal interpretation of
“engaged” is that there must be a con-
tract hetween two people and under that
interpretation people ecannot he con-
scripted or seconded. This means there
was absolutely no legal interpretation
before this had been drawn up. The
vellow pamphlet is headed *“Threat to
democracy” and is sigened by Richard
Harding, Associate Professor of Law,
University of WA and I suppose this is
used to give these matters some weight.

The Hon. S, 4. Dellar: That is how he
sees it; in his opinion.

The Hon, D. W, Cooley: Of course.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Both Mr
Cooley and Mr Dellar have already made
their speeches.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I sin-
cerely hope that Mr Dellar will stand up
in the Committee stage and tell us what
he thinks,

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: Do not
encourage him.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: I certainly will.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I do not
mind encouraging Mr Dellar to stand up
and tell us what he thinks. What I would
like to ste him do is to stand up and say
that he agrees with every one of the inter-
pretations given by Richard Harding,
Associate Professor of Law, University of
WA,

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: I do not know him
so how could I say that?
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The Hon. W. R, WITHERS: I challenge
him to do that. The inference was that
Professor Harding had made this interpre-
tation, but I do not think Professor Hard-
ing would have made that interpretation.

The next cartcon shows a rather de-
jected, cranky looking Minister hunched
over a desk. In fact, with due respect to
the Minister, it looks a lot like the Minister
who is handling the Bill looks when he is
a bit cranky and on the telephone. The
caption under the carfoon states, “Ap-
peals? Yes, yes. Name? Address? Occu-
pation? ©h, I'm so sorry—ho appeals
today.” The article states—

This section—
That is, proposed new section 56—

—gives one Minister absolute power to

reject appeals by anyone aggrieved by

the implementation of the Act.
As Mr Medcealf explained in a very fine
manner, within this legislation a persen
has all rights of appeal under law. On
top of that, an extra appeal has been put
in, namely, an appeal to the Minister.
That is something extra which is not in
other Acis. Knowing that, whoever pub-
lished this brochure deliberately created
the impression that the Minister was the
only one who could grant the right of
appeal. That is incorrect.

The last cartoon smacks of nazi Ger-
many and concentration camps. It shows
a high wire fence with two strands of
barbed wire above it, and two policemen
with truncheons drawn surrounding some
men, who are chained or roped together
in a compound.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: It sounds like
Laverton on a Safturday night.

The Hon. W. R, WITHERS: The cap-
tion underneath the cartoon reads, “Don't
worry mate-—the situation will be reviewed
by Parliament in 14 days!” The notes
underneath the cartoon state—

Section 43

Says that Parliament must ratify the
state of emergency within 14 days.
That is one of the few parts of this pam-
phlet that is correct. It goes on to say—

If they do (and it is unlikely that the

government would fail to support its

own Minister)—
Every member in this Chamber knows that
that is not a true statement because we
have seen it happen here. Members have
crossed the floor and opposed Ministers.
In fact, we saw the recent case where
Mlilllmisters actually opposed a Governmenst
Bill.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: That was quite
humorous.

The Hon. W, R. WITHERS: Yes, it was
quite humorous, but it shows that this is
incorrect. The pamphlet gives the impres-
sion that what goes on in Parliament is



1842

quite different from what will go on when

the Bill becomes law. It goes on to say—
. . . then it can remain for 6 months
before the situation is reviewed—and
this can bhe continued ad infinitum.

That is a little misleading because the
pamphlet is referring to a state of emer-
gency whereas, as Mr Medcalf pointed out,
a person can apply for an injunction and
appeal through the courts.

The back of the pamphlet carries the
heading, “Other points”. I will refer to a
few of them. The interpretation of clause
43(1) is as follows—

This means that a state of emergency
may be declared over almost anything.
(Queensland declared one when the
Springboks came.)

Even if the same situation occurred, that
could not be done under this Bill. Who-
ever wrote this pamphlet would have
known that.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott:
not?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: For the sim-
ple reason that the amending Bill refers
only to emergency powers in relation to
fuel, energy, and power.

The Hon, Lyla Elliott: Say there was a
strike In protest against something?

The Hon. R. Thompson: It also refers to
services,

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I will not be
drawn into a debate on supposition.

The Hon. R. Thompson: If you did not
have that pamphlet, you would not have
been able to make a speech on the Bill

The PRESIDENT: Order! If the honour-
able member ignores the interjectors, he
will make hetter progress.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Thank you,
Mr President, but I cannot ignore that
interjection. After all, I received this pam-
phlet only last Tuesday. I think I have
done fairly well over the last three years.

The PRESIDENT: Interjections are dis-
orderly and the honourable member must
ignore them,

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I will en~
deavour to ignore them, Mr President, The
pamphlet goes on to say—

Clause 46 gives the Minister wide-
ranging powers to make regulations
{which under & state of emergency
become the laws of WA). ‘These
powers are so wide that they could en-
courage the recognition of paramili-
tary groups as strike and lockout
breakers,

The word “paramilitary” is emotive in this
context. If people start handing out pam-
phlets like this at public meetings, trying
to stir people and trying to polarise one sec-
tion of the community against the other,

Why could it
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it Is possible that paramilitary organisa-
tions may be established. However, it will
not cccur as a result of this Bill.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: It certainly. would
not be as a resuly of peaple receiving a
pamphlet like that.

The Hon. W, R. WITHERS: The pam-
phlet continues—

Clause 42.2 (k) allows the State to
conscript people whether paid or other-
wise . ..

That is incorrect. I have already covered
that point, as has Mr Medecalf. Under-
neath these points is the heading “Action”.
It goes on to say—
Rally at Parliament House.
day, 19th September.
Stop work at midday—rally at Par-
liament House at 3 p.m,

The pamphlet does not request people to
stop work at midday; it does not suggest
that union members should stop work; it
does not invite them to stop work; it is a
demand that people should stop work at
midday.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar; You should have
said it the other way; namely, “Stop! Work
at midday.”

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: If they had
done that, we would have been quite happy.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Those people
did; they had their lunch.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: That was a
rather neat interjection; I must congratu-
late the honourable member because I fell
right into that one.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: Never become a
dingo trapper.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The pam-
phlet goes on to say—
24 hour general stoppage. Tuesday,
15t October.

At the bottom of the pamphlet, it indicates
that it is authorised by the “Puel and
Energy Blll Campalgn Committee Trades
and Labor Council”,

The sentiments expressed in these docu-
ments are destructive. They are not con-
structive; they do not endeavour t¢c show
union members what the Bill is all
about; they do not endeavour to show
the public the ramifications of the Bill;
they do not teach people what our demo-
cratic system is all about. The documents
are totally destructive and disruptive and
they are rather frightening. This Is part
of the propaganda programme.

I promised Mr Cacley that I would speak
about a public meeting held on Tuesday at
the Balga High School. The meeting was
called by Mr Brian Burke, MLA. Mr Cooley
wanted to know what I said, My first
words were that I agreed with Mr Brian
Burke, MLA, in his statement that the
Labor Party's Bill was never presented to
Labor Caucus., He was perfectly correct

Thurs-
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because the Bill was presented only to the
Labor Cabinet., It was agreed to and
siened by Premier Tonkin on the 22nd
January, 1974.

I went on to say that I objected to
some parts of the original Bill and be-
cause of this I submitted written amend-
ments to the Minister, as did other col-
leagues, saying that they did not like some
parts of the BEill, Some of those amend-
ments were accepted by the Minister; we
all know about this. They were presented
in the Legislative Assembly during the
Committee stage. I might add that they
were accepted. At the time this was done,
I was not even aware of the comments of
the Law Society., I would not normally
bring this up, but I mentioned it at the
meeting. T mentioned it because I did ex-

ctiy the same thing as many other people
have done. I read this Bill clause by clause
and did an analysis on each separate
clause. I fell into t¢he trap which was so
simple because it was emotive, Instead of
looking at the Bill in toto, I looked at
each individual clause. I did it rather late
at night; possibly if I had studied it at
a reasonable time of day, I would not have
made the mistake of submitting amend-
ments which I later found to be totally
UNNecessary.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Superfluous.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: This is all
part of a propaganda programme.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is an
admission, you know. You have always
reckoned that you are infallible.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I have never
said that but I am pleased to hear the
Leader of the Opposition say it because
it is very good for the ego to hear that
sort of thing.

I should like to go on and say that at
this meeting which was designed to let the
public know what the Eill was all about
we had three Labor speakers. One was a
Labor member of Parliament, one a Labor
nominee for a Pederal seat, and one a trade
union deputy chairman, The chairman of
the meeting was a reverend gentleman—a
man of the cloth. When I asked if it would
be a little more demoeratic to have another
person from the Liberal Party to explain
the Bill from our point of view, the chair-
man's answer was, “No, this has been or-
ganised by the Labor Party.” T said,
“Granted, but this is s public meeting
which has been called to describe the Bill
to the public.” They would not agree. How-
ever, the chairman did say after & few
murmurings from the crowd, “We will al-
low three minutes for a couple of speakers
to put their views after the main speakers
have spoken.”

He sald he would allow one speaker for
the Bill and another against the Bill, each
to speak for three minutes after the main
speakers. This sounded fine untll we went
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to speak and we found that we could not
go on stage and use the PA system. We
had to speak from the floor. The reverend
gentleman would not allow us to use the
microphone in a democratic way, the same
as Labor speakers. Having heard the
three-minute speeches there was a voice
from the floor which said, “Mr Chairman,
I wish to put a resclution.” The chairman
said, “Yes, T will accept a resolution.” I
turned around and recognised the person
speaking. It was Mr Gil Barr, Secretary
of the Australian Workers' Union. It was
obvious that everybody knew about the
resolution except the people who were naot
in the Labor Party. His resolution was that
this meeting totally disagreed with the
emergency powers Bill before the Parlia-
ment. The chairman said, "Do you wish to
speak to the resolution?” and Mr Barr
said he did not. However, the seconder of
the resolution said, “I will speak to the
resolution” and he @id. I stood up and
sought leave to speak against the resclu-
tion and so did another gentleman who is
mentioned in today’s newspaper—a gentle-
man by the name of Mr Bob Pike. How-
ever, the chairman said, “There will be no
speakers against the resolution, All those
in favour say Ave. Carried!” That is how
the meeting went.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: That is
the way to run meetings.

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS: The chair-
man would not even permit anybedy to
speak against the resolution.

The Hon. R. Thompson: It reminds one
of the Legislative Council, does it not?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: If the
people presenting their views were so right
why were they so worried about letting
other people speak at that meeting?

The Hon, Lyla Elliott: At least they did
not physically bash interjectors, llke they
did at a Liberal meeting in the Eastern
States.

The Hon, D. K. Dans: You should set
up your own meeting.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I am not
sure what Miss Elllott is referring to.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You know very
well that it happened at a Liberal meeting
during the last Federal campaign.

The Hon. W. R, WITHERS: I was not
aware of that; I was not there. One can-
not believe all the stories one reads in the
newspaper because often the stories are
published with bias.

The Hon. H. W. Gayier: I bet you
gﬁu}:d not organise a meeting as well as
af.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I would not
try to organise a meeting like that.

I wish to explaln what sort of propa-
ganda programme has been conducted
within my province, and I take the part
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of union members who have been misled.
Last weekend the member for Pllbara
and I visited the town of Pannawonica.
At the request of the management and the
Council of Combined Unions we held a
meeting. It was not called to discuss the
fuel, energy, and power resources legisla-
tion, but & few other matters. However,
at the meeting one of those present asked
about the Bill and what the strike was all
about. The Trades and Labor Council
had called thase workers out on strike, but
it failed to send them any Information
whatsoever.

I know why some Labor members are
now leaving the Chamber; that shows
how interested they are in their union
members. The workers at Pannawonica
were called out on strike, but the TLC
did not send any word or advice, and not
even a copy of the amended Bill. That
was what happened in this mining town
in the Pilhara where the workers were
called out on strike,

The next town we visited was Parabur-
doo. There we had a meeting with the
chairman of the Combined Unions Council,
He had read the Rill, and he said he
knew all about it. He made a few com-
ments, I then teld him that I did not
think he had an amended copy of the
Bill that is at present before Parliament.
He replied that he did. I asked whether
his copy had the words “As amended in
Committee” on the front page. He said
he thought it had. He had been really stir-
red up by the propaganda he received. Like
evervhody else he acted on the advice and
the information that had been handed to
him by the union executives in Perth,
which is nearly 1000 miles away.

At the next town of Tom Price we had a
meeting with the members of the Com-
hined Unions Council, and not just with
the president. These people were most up-
set about the Bill, and they questioned the
member for Pilbara and myself. We were
puzzled by the type of question put to us.
In each case we said the information
they had been glven was not correct, and
that such and such was not in the Bill.
We pointed out that some of these things
might have appeared in the Bill as it was
presented originally, but not in the
amended Bill. They said they had an
amended copy. They sent one of thetr
members to fetch their copy, about which
much of the TLC propaganda was written.
However, this was a copy of the original
Bill, and not the amended one.

We promised to send them copies of
the amended Blll, and on our return we
sent by air express 12 coples. I contend
that these men have heen lei down by
their executives in Perth. If I had been
given the information that was given to
them, and provided with a copy of the
originai Bill containing the comments
which they thought had been checked by
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their executives in Perth, I would have
reached the same decision as they had
reached. These people were fooled by the
executives of their unions, and that 1s
indeed a shameful thing.

Generally members and officlals of
trade unions are responsible people, and
they have to give directions to the work-
ers as to whether or not to go on sirike.
People do not like to go out on strike,
except those who are hent on mischief
and want to disrupt the community.
Generally these petople are responslble,
and I contend they should be led cor-
rectly. If I were one of their numbers I
would be asking for more responsible
acticn from the executives in Perth, I
say that the executlves in Perth have
migled thelr union members for political
ends.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: When was the
original Bill and the so-called propaganda
on it sent to them?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I did not
ask for the date. If the honourable mem-
ber is referring to the possibility that the
Bill was sent up long before it was
amended, I suggest that if the union exe-
cutives in Perth are really interested in
the affairs of their members in the north
they should have sent a copy of the
amended Bill, immediately after it had
been amended.

I have covered all the matters I wish
to raise. I have said repeatedly that M
Medcalf has done a good job in comment-
ing on the report of the Law Society, so
it is pointless for me to cover the same
ground. Any other points which I wish
tg raise will be raised in the Committee
stage.

THE HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-
politan) [9.22 p.m.]: I have listened with
considerable interest to the debate on the
Bill and to all the comments that have
been made, I agree that over the 1last
couple of weeks many of these comments
have been made in g very emotive manner.
The first reasonable objective discussion
of the Bill was made by Mr Medcalf to-
night, He was quite feir in saying that
he was advancing his opinion.

However, I find it difficult to follow some
of the statements that have been made in
the debate tonight. I listened to the con-
tribution of Mr Ferry who seemed to get
glddy chasing communists around the
seats opposite, He seemed to be labouring
on the question of what Mr Chifley did
in 1949, I agree with what Mr Chifley did,
and what he did had a great bearing on
the declaration of a state of emergency
and the actions that can be taken in West-
ern Australia by the Government, hecause
it seems that the Government is taking
unto itself powers which it does not pos-
5e88.
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I happened to he in New South Wales
in 1949, and Mr Withers might also have
been there. At that time a terrible situa-
tion existed on the coalfields. It was the
stated objective of the Communist Party
to take over the country, and a deter-
mined effort was made by it to do just that.
Ben Chifley was a very honourable Aus-
tralian, He did something which he did
not like doing; he introduced a special Act
of Parliament, because there was an emer-
gency. Arising from the passage of the
legislation he moved troops into the coal-
mines. We know the result of that action.
The honourable gentleman died not long
after his Government lost the following
election; he died from the strain that had
kesn placed on him, as it was too much for
him to take.

That action defeated the objective of
the Communist Party. Then for some
time we had to listen to the howlings of
the colliery owners, arising from the
damage that was done to the open-cuts
and to the machinery by the troops who
had moved into the mines. I agree that
Mr Chifley had to act in the manner that
he did in 1949. In the overall picture in
that period of time production actually
decreased. I make no epology for saying
that. I am quite sure that the action
taken by Mr Chifley in 1849 has nothing
to do with the Bill before us.

Mr Medealf gave us an entertaining dis-
sertation on the delays he experienced at
airports, arising from the action of oil
refuellers and baggage handlers. I should
point out that on one occasion I experi-
enced & stmilar delay for six days just as
I was about to board an alrcraft. That
was caused by the tanker drivers in New
South Wales going out on strike for bet-
ter wages and condltions.

I do not know whether Mr Medcalf was
trying to draw the inference from that
sltuation that somehow or other the pas-
sage of this emergency legisiation could
have prevented the action that took place
at Perth Airport recently.

The Hon. T. O. Perry: I do not think he
did.

The Hon, D. X. DANS: Neither do I, but
the seed might have besen sown In the
minds of some people. The position is
this: the Commonwealth owns the Perth
Alrport. I admlit this is no solution, but
it 1s a fact: and facts are sticky things
with which to tangle.

In this debate reference has been made
to emational issuzes. I do not know exactly
which Government members have intro-
duced emotion, but it has all come from
the Government side; that s, untll Mr
Medcalf spoke tonight. We have heard
a whole string of extravagant language;
and despite all the assurances given by
members opposite, this 1s probably one of
the reasons that people do not believe what
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they say any more. At one time the work-
ers who went on sfrike were described as
communist unionists; then they were
labelled milltant unionists; later they were
referred to as unjonists; yet later they were
described as respomsible unionists; and
finally they were termed irresponsible
unionists. Such categorising of people dis-
turbs me.

I understand that every member has re-
ceived a letter from the Automobile Cham-
her of Commerce, and a telegram from the
professional radio operators. I myself have
received letters from the Institute of
Marine and Power Engineers, the Merchant
Service Guilds, and my old friend the Fed-
erated Clerks Union which at one time
formed wax effigles of myself and placed
pins in them. Now that union has written
to me to say that this piece of legislation
is no good.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: They have really
fixed you.

‘The Hon. D. K. DANS: After fixing the
honourable member they would not have
enough wax left to fix me.

The PRESIDENT: That has nothing to
do with the Bill,

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I agree. The
slinging of words has caused a great deal
of misgiving in the community. We can-
not categorise the people. The airline pilots
belong to an organisation, the ship captaing
also belong to an organisation, and a whole
host of other people belong to organisa-
tions; but they resent very greatly being
branded as reds, militants, and other types.
A whole range of people outside the trade
union movement are opposed to the Bill,
and all the explaining in the world—even
by Mr Medcalf—will not change their
;Il}lir;ds. I shall give the reasons for saying

at.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Many people
are in favour of 1t.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: It would, indeed,
be an outstanding occaslon if every plece
of legislation which comes before Parlia-
ment in times of peace and prosperity re-
ceives the absolute support of 100 per cent
of the population. That 1s too much to
hope for.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: You used
the word “prosperity"”.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Yes. I knew that
comment would bring one of the small fish
up from the bottom. Iet us see what is
wrong with the Bill. I appreclate the fact
that the Bill now before Parliament is
designed to control energy, fuel, and power
resources in times of emergency. I agree
wholeheartedly with that objective, as I
am sure every sensible person would,

It is unfortunate that the Bill 15 drafted
in such a way that it could be used—or
abused—in a genuine industrial dlspute.
That is my opinion,
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I still belong to a trade union. Whilst
the union is associated with the Trades
and Labor Council, 1t also has a direct
affiliation with the ACTU. There is only
one branch of the union in this State; but
it 1s not registered here, it is a real Fed-
eral union, That union zlso has access to
lawyers and legal advisers to whom it
pays very high fees. Those lawyers gilve
opinlons and whilst I appreciate the points
advanced by Mr Medcalf, it is well known
that one can go along to three eminent
Queen’s Counsel In this State—or in New
South Wales—and the only thing one will
get In common from those three persons
would be the fee. One would get three
separate opinlons on most occasions, and
that is just as it should be,

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: In that case
some of them would agree with this Bill,

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Of course they
would, One can imagine the dearth of
legal people if they all had the same
opinion. There would be one on every street
corner just llke butchers’ shops.

The Hon, H. W, Gayfer: They would be
accepting fees illegally, would they not?

The Hon. D, K. DANS: I do not know. I
think they hijack fees illegally now, but
that Is only a matter of opinion.

The Hon. A, A. Lewis: Now we can get
back to the Bill.

The Hon. D). K. DANS: We have been
on the Bill; do not worry about that. Let
us look at some of the problems associated
with the Bill, and let us assume it will do
what the Government says 1t will do. Let
us assume that it does none of the things
we think it may do.

For better or for worse—and I do not
deal in slander—a whole range of people
over the whole political spectrum do not
trust the Premier, and a number of them
actually fear him. I do not know how he
earned that reputation. I will now refer to
a speech made by Mr Mensaros In 1971
in which he glves us grounds, once again,
to doubt the Biil. I well recollect the speech
to which I will refer because I had only
just entered Parllament and the speech
wag made during the Address-in-Reply
debate,

The reason I recollect the speech is that
the television programme, “This Day
Tonight” asked me to go to the ABC and
debate with Mr Mensaros the comments
which he made. When I arrived at the ABC
it was & “no take” because although Mr
Mensaros made the statements—which he
was entitled to make—he stated he had
only heen speaking academically. I must
say that I find Mr Mensarcs to be quite
a Dleasant person, and to be someone I
like to have an occasional drink with, but
when statements such as he made go into
print, people look at them, think about
them, and begin to smell a rat. I will quote
the remarks of Mr Mensaros which appear
at page 329 of the 1971 Hansard, dated
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Wednesday, the 28th July. I will not quote
the whole of the speech but I would like
to read to members the following—

Mr MENSAROS: The provisions
which I think should be enacted are—

(1) Prohibiting the inclusion of
preference and/or compul-
sory unlonjsm, closed shop or
closed unlon clauses in in-
dustrfal awards or agree-
men{s and outlawing any
de faclo situation which leads
to any of these practices.

I do not know of any Federal awards—
although there may be some now—which
have a preference clause. There are closed
shop unions on the waterfront, and the
closed shop unions are there mainly at the
insistence of the employers,

The Hon. R, Thompson: So that there
is a continulty of employment.

The Hon. D, K. DANS: To continue the
remarks made by Mr Mensaros—

(2) Prohlbiting any discrimination by
employer agalnst unlon or union
member and vice versa.

(3} Absolute protection of individuals,
warkers and employers against
any kind of diserimination or In-
timidation.

I am nhot saying all these things are bad.
He went on—

(4) More effectlve assurance of demo-
cratle elections and declsion mak-
ings within Industrial unions by
wider mandatory use of court-
controlled secret ballots.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Speaking
academically, 1t would be hard to classify
any of those things.

The Hon. D, K. DANS: Despite all the
assurances which have been glven—and
which may well be true—when people pick
up this kind of stuff they are entitled to
start thinking. I suppose that on the
surface a court-controlled ballot sounds all
right. However, if a union leader in cer-
tain areas of the industrial fleld wanted to
cause widespread industrial chaos he
would agree to 8 court-controlled ballot
hecause one would assume that there
would have to be a secret ballot to go on
strﬁ‘:;e, and also a secret ballot to return to
work.

I can well understand that in the case
of the shipping industry it could take up
to four months to complete the first ballot,
and while the strike could be for one day,
it would take another four months to re-
turn to work. Can members imaglne the
Australian Workers’ Union in a sltuation
such as that?

The PRESIDENT: I take it the hon-
ourable memher will connect his remarks
to the Bill.
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The Hon. D. K. DANS: They are con-
nected to the Bill, Mr President, and I will
reach that point in a minute. The history
of court-contralled secret ballots shows
that they have not been very successiul.
It is known te¢ members in this Chamber
that ballot boxes have been found ai varl-
ous centres well after a ballot has been
concluded. Secret ballots are anything
but efficient, To continue Mr Mensaros's
remarks—

(5) Making it unlawful for unlons to
acqulre a decisive Interest in any
industrial or commercial enter-
prise,

I can understand how the members of the
Seamen’s Union or the Waterside Workers'
Federation feel about this Bill because
under those conditlons they would have to
get rid of their hollday establishments.
They would not be able to own them. To
continue—

(6) Reversing the farcical present
practlice  whereby  strikes—and
strikes are illegal as it is—could
be used to assure earlier hearings
of proposed awards or submissions
by the cornmission.

(7) Strlkes for other than industrial
reasons should bear much heavier
penalties and unconditional de-
registration; and, finally

(8) All breaches and offences should
be subject to mandatory public
prosecution and should hear heavy
penalties,

We all say things in Parliament and
sometimes we tend to forget that what we
say Is being recorded in Hansard. Like
many other members in this place, I have
been busy reading this Bill every day.
However, I do not very often pick up
Hgnsard but there are a great many
people in the community who do and they
relate what they read to the nonsense
which is spoken about.

I believe that at first the Government
decided it would float this Bill, do a liittle
bit of union bhashing, and observe the
reactlon. The Government charged in like
raging stallions, but when it found It
could not sustain the gallop it broke down
and arrived at the Legislative Councll like
a mob of gelded Shetland ponies. The
sting had gone out of the Government.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I think that
is a hit rude.

The Hon. D, K. DANS: Perhaps 1t ls.
The trade union movement is only a part
of the total community. I suppose one
could say that at least 90 per cent of the
community—and possibly more—work for
a MHving in one way or another. Those
people belong to all kinds of induestrial
associations, institutes, chapels, and trade
unlons. Whatever thelr politics may be
those people resent this continual harping
which has been going on for some {ime,
and is not unrelated to this Bill.
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If members opposite are grizzling now
about the demonstrations which have
oceurred 1 can assure members on both
sides, representing the three political
partles, that there will be bigger and better
demonstrations.

The depressed economic situation which
is rolling over the western world today
could cause the members of this House to
go out, with arms linked, to face the angry
people who will want to know about their
future welfare. The Dpresent economic
situation of the worid is in crisls and
unions are being singled out as scapegoats.

It was recently stated on TV—and this
is what it is all about—that the Bill is
divisive, and that it had split people in
family units and in trade unions. There
is no doubt about that.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: That is only
from the TLC point of view; not from the
point of view of the unions.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Let us be frank.
I do not get very rattled about anything,
and I did not bother to read the opinion
of the Law Society. I did not employ
that group. Also, I did not particularly
read the pamphlets put out by the unions
which are affiliated with the Trades and
Labor Council. However, we went zlong
to our lawyers in Fremantle and got our
own legal oplnions, and we made certain
decisions, Those decisions are fairly
definite. When the present Government
was In office previously I certainly did not
make any threats, However, the Seamen's
Union is not a “resolutionary” body. When
we decide to do something we have every
intention and the determination to carry
out that intention. We decided long before
the introduection of this measure, and on
our own legal advice, that we may have to
do something in this State to protect the
rights of people if—and only if—our
advice proved to be correct and the things
whtich we feared were likely to be earried
out.

Let us look at the whole guestion of
fuel and energy and ask: Who are the
people most cancerned with the carriage
of fuel? The answer is: the seafarers and
boy, has this Bill got them hopping mad!
I refer not only to the masters, the
engineers, the cooks, and the shipwrights,
but to that very conservative organisation,
the radio operators. All of the petrol
which comes into this State is carried, in
the main, by Australian tankers. All of
the coking coal and vast quantities of
lubricating oil and heavy furnace oil which
is brought into this State would be subject
to the provisions of this Bill. However,
I am not going to go over that apgain.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Well, what is
the member worried about?

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: What is the Bill
being introduced for?
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The Hon. W. R. Withers: What sort of
thinking is that?

The Hon. R. Thompson: It means there
will not be any fuel,

The Hon. D. K. DANS: No-one is likely
to say that no fuel will be supplied; no-
one would be that foolish- and make an
off-the-cuff remark such as that.

The Hon, W. R. Withers: The member’s
leader said it.

The Hon. D, K. DANS: 1 did not hear
him. There has been reference to national
hodies being used to enforce this Bill. Are
thiey the Army, the Navy, and the Air
Force? 1 could not imagine the Premier,
at the flick of a finger, suddenly turning
the Prime Minister into Prince Charming.
The relationship seems to be more like
that of the two ugly sisters.

Let me he quite clear about this: T have
no doubt that if there were a genuine
fuel emergency, the Commonwealth would
take to itself the power that it has taken
int the past. It would see that fuel, energy,
resources, and indeed in a genuine emer-
geney, the necessities of life, were sus-
tained to the people not only of this State,
but throughout the rest of the Common-
wealth, That is the role of the Australian
Government, I find it difficult to follow
some of the statements that were made.
Mr Gayfer made a statement about the
Meckering earthquake, but that was 11
years asgo.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: So what?

The Hon. D, K. DANS: That particular
emergency was dealt with quite success-
fully. If we walt for another earthquake
we will wait 11 years to get around to
some kind of emergency legislation. It
becomes laughable. Perhaps I may not

have heard the honourable member cor-

rectly.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: He always
lives in the past.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Don’t be silly—
I sald a thing like the Meckering earth-
quake.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I apologise; Mr
Gayfer said a thing like the Meckering
earthquake. What is like an earthquake?

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Anofher earth-
quake.

The Hon. D. K, DANS: That is right,
and if we wait 11 years—

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: They ha;re
promised another one in 1998.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: That is some-
thing Gough Whitlam has not promised.
If it comes the Governmeni will blame
m. and if it doesn't come they will blame

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: There will be a
lot of rumbling before then.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I saw this
in the Press the other day.
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The Hon. D. K. DANS: It makes me very
unhappy that people have fallen into this
hablt of flying kites and attempting to
divide the Australian people.

I agree with one of Mr Medcalf’s com-
ments. He said it is about {ime we started
to think of things in a unified way, The
Minister for Justice will remember my re-
marks durlng the Address-in-Reply de-
bate, I said that it is about time we stop-
ped this confrontation type of politics be-
cause It is quite obvious some legislation
cannot be introduced. The Government
should come back here and admit it, and
then we can forget about it. At the very
least the Government should make some
conscious effort to glve real leadership to
the people of Western Australia, The Min-
ister for Justice was golng to give me a
letter about this matter, but I realise he
has been very busy and obviously still has
time to glve it to me,

The Hon. N. McNelll: I apologise for
that. I will certainly look for it.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: All right. I do
not want the Minister for Justice to take
that as a personal affront. We should be
giving leadership to the people. We have
heard some very emotive phrases such as
“responsible unions”, “left-wing unions”,
and “miitant unions”. As I have said be-
fore, what Is the difference ketween a mil-
itant union and a successful! business?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnen: Reactlon-
ary members, and so on.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The trade union
movement Is a reactlonary organisation
beeause it waits for something to happen
before it reacts. I would not like to see
it the other way around.

The Hon. G. C¢. MacKinnon: I think it
ought to remsain reactionary rather than
become revolutionary.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: 1 do not know
whether it wlil remain “resolutionary’—
that Is the term at present.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: What did
you mean by “the other way around”?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I meant it may
have to turn into a revolutionary body.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I hope not.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I certainly hope
not. We are talking about emergency
legislation. The Minister for Fuel and
Energy made a true statement when he
said it would be unintellizent to believe
this legislation would not be used against
strikers in certain circumstances. Mr
Cooley commented about what had hap-
pened in countries which had done away
with the trade union movement. Germany
was one of these countries.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Russia is
another.
The Hon. D, K, DANS: I do not know

a great deal about Russia so let us talk
about Germany. In The German Tribune,
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of the 12th September, 1974, published in
Hamburg, we see that & survey taken in
the Federal Republic showed that 92 per
cent of the population believed in the
frade union movement and felf that it
. should be retained.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: And these
people respect the trade unions.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Yes, they respect
the trade unions. Do not run away with
the idea that because of worker participa-
tion and other matters of this type in
Germany, everything in the garden is
rosy. Indeed, it is not. Germany has its
problems the same as do all western
democracies at present. We must agree
that all the emotional speeches came from
the Government—

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Oh, turn it up.

The Hon. D. K, DANS: —in the first
instance.
The Hon. N. McNeill: Be fair.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not want
to berate the Government, but if one
studies the Press statements—and I have
no doubt the Ministers have all the cut-
tings—one can see statement after state-
menf put out by the Govermment. This
will go on for a time, but when the old
hip pocket nerve—as the late Ben Chifley
referred to 1t—starts to tingle g little and
the temperature starts to go up, we will
see many trade union leaders and certainly
a lot more members of Parlisment drawing
together. I do not know how we will get
out of this mess. We will not get out of
it, and I say this advisedly, by bringing
in a Bill such as this,

I must say that I agree this is an appro-
priate measure to deal with fuel, energy,
and resources. I would be crazy not to
agree with that statement. Unfortunately,
the RBill is drafted in such a way that it
could be used, or abused, in a genuine in-
dustrial dispute. I do nof want to go into
the “trick cyclist” question about the state
of mind of someone. This phrase could
be interpreted in so many different ways.
Perhaps when we seek to determine the
state of mind of a Minister—whether he
be Labor, Liberal, or Country Party—that
will be the time to put a psychiatrist or a
neurosurgeon on the bench. If a psychia-
trist cannct find what is wrong with a
Minister, the neurosurgeon could take off
the top of his head to see whether he is
in the right state of mind. That is a
ridieulous situation, but no more ridicu-
lous than many of the statements made
in this House.

I will have a lot more to say during
the Commitiee debate on this Bill. I was
heartened tonight by the opinion expressed
by Mr Medcalf. Of course, I would like
to see his opinion transformed into
more definite actlon so that we would
have assurances, by way of further amend-
ment to the Bill. Such assurances would
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help the people who now fear the measure.
I hope we do not have more of the “witch
hunting for commos” speeches. When Mr
Ferry was talking tonight, so help me, I
thought it was a scene from Dr Strange-
love. I thought he was going to say, “All
you ¢ommo preverts over there.”

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: But I did not.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: That is true,
but I do not know how the honourable
member stopped himself, It is this type of
thing that has affected people from every
walk of life and from every political party.
They do not know where to turn. They fear
the Premier, and they have their doubts
about the Minister for Fuel and Energy.
I do not say their feelings are correct,
but if members want to walk around the
streets they will find that this opinion is
expressed every day. It is up to the Gov-
ernment to reassure the public at large.
We will not get any mileage out of state-
ments of the type, “I can do it better
than you,” or by reactivating the old
Communist bogey. We will get nowhere
by making speeches that are unreasoned
and unconsidered.

Some members in this Chamber should
have a lot more respect for a Bill as im-
portant as this. They should do their
homework on it, and they should make
some reasoned and considered contri-
bution to the debate. I will not be voting
against the second reading of the Bili. No
doubt it will go through.

The Hon. R, Thompson: You will be
voting agalnst it.

The Hon, D. K. DANS: Yes, I will be
votlng against it.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: That is
the first time I have been speechless for
a long while. I could not get my mouth
shut when you made that statement.

The Hon. D. K, DANS: I will not sup-
port the second reading of this Bill. £
hope it is not read a second time,

THE HON. J. C., TOZER (North) [9.55
pmJ]: T guess the old timers In this
Chamber have seen a great many political
greenhorns come into this place, and I
could well be the greenest of them all. A
few weeks ago I rose to my feet here after
I had returned from the Kimberley,
to discuss what I thought was a very Im-
portant matter. I put my ideas over as
seriously as I could, However, an hon-
ourahle member immediately jumped up
and took me to task for flylng political
kites—the actual word he used was “bal-
lecon”. Honestly, I could not have been
more serious about the matter, and
nothing could have been further from my
mind than 1{its politlcal implications.
However, my nalvety was in for 2 rude
shock.

When this legislatlon came before the
House I thought 1t was very important
and that we would hear some sensible and
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well thought out arguments on 1t. We
have not heard these, but rather we have
heard intemperate diatribes on matters
that are not relevant to the measure. We
have heard phrases such as “jackboot
Government” and things of that nature
rather than a serious discussion of the
issues embraced in the Bill. We have had
to put up with all sorts of infemperate
comments.

When I came to this place I never thought

in my wildest dreams fhat I would take
part in & debate under the shadow of a
mass rally on the front steps of Parlia-
ment House. This rally quite clearly had
ne other function than—

The Hon. D, W, Cooley: Well, isn't that
terrible!

The Bon. J. C. TOZER: —to try to
browbeat the Legislature into making a
decision as the people assembled thought
it should.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Do not the
people have the right of assembly?

The Hon. J. €. TOZER: I belleve the
ALP, plus the leaders of the trade union
movement, have engaged in gz deliberate
attempt to lead the people by the nose
aleng a path that has only political bene-
fit as an end result. This makes me very
sad. We have had slogans and catch
cries instead of valld arguments. This
wide range of people has been impressed
I‘? %henslogans, and I do not understand
it at all,

I am very saddened about this matter.
I have read Hansard and the dzbates about
this measure in another place. The Min-
ister who introduced the Bill in the Legis-
lative Assembly gave good, valid, and tem-
perate arguments for its introduction.
However, that was not reporied in the Press
at all. The only comments have been
about jackboot Government and other in-
temperate remarks. These are the things
that make headlines. I wish that the Press
and the news media generally had a more
responsible approach to this Bill.

I have not heard what took place in the
two rallles outside Parllament House.
I was in my seat in this Chamber on the
first occasion, and I was busy in my office
on the second. However, some students
who attended the first rally have spoken
to me. These fellows marched from the
university to the front of Parliament House,
and they were truly amazed that they
learnt mothing about the Bill, They came
along for that purpose but all they heard
were leaders in particular fields lampoon-
ing the Premier, the Ministers, and every-
one and evervthing else they could think
of. Certainly, they heard no logical com-
ments about the contents of the Bill hefore
the House. The students joined in with
the chanting, “If you hate Charlie Court
clap your hands, clap your hands® “If
you hate The West Ausiralian clap your
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hands." Yes, they had a great deal of fun;
it was great stuff and most edifying, I must
say.

It seems to me that this mob leadership
thrives on keeping people ignorant of the
facts. In saying this I am talking about
the conients of the Bill before the House.

This, then, is the nature of the opposi-
tion that has been levelled against this
EBill. Perhaps it is not too late to ask, even
at this stage, if we could not make a yeal
effort to acquaint the people of the true
contents of the Bill, I believe we are
hound to try and, in fact, it is encouraging
to have Mr Medcalf speaking today and
giving us a very lucid and worth-while
account of what is lmplied and what is
contained in the Bill before the House., I
only hope that our friends in the Press Gal-
lery take the opportunity to let the public
know what is contained in this measure.

As I see it, in general terms, there are
two types of emergency legislation that
could be placed before thls Parliament.
There is the type of legislation that is
enacted in reaction to an emergency. We
have had instances of various Acts quoted
{0 us during the debate on this Bill which
have been enacted in other States. In New
South Wales there was the Emergency
Powers Act of 1941, and in Queensland
there is the Industrial Law Amendment
Act. The Commonwealth had the national
emergency legislation dealing with coal
strikes. These Statutes have been intro-
duceg following reaction to specifie situa-
tions. They were introduced in haste in a
state of hiatus,

If Parliament should not be in session
at the time, obviously there could be grave
consequences in the delay caused by en-
acting such laws, Dbossibly resulting in
grave consequences for the community.

Recently, in the United States of
America a Senate Special Committee was
established to review Emergency Powers
Statutes, The report of that committee
makes interesting reading. I would like
to quote a small extract from page 7. 1If
reads as follows—

Most of the statutes pertaining to
emergency powers were passed in times
of extreme ¢risis, Bills drafied in the
Executive branch were sent to Con-
gress and, in the case of the most
significant laws that are on the books,
were approved with only the most per-
functory committee review and vir-
tually no consideration of their effect
on civil liberties or the delicate strue-
ture of the U.8. Government of divided
powers. For example, the economic
measures that were passed in 1933
pursuant to the proclamation af March
5, 1933, by President Roosevelt, assert-
ing that a state of national emergency
now existed, were enacted in the most
turbulent circumstances. There was a
total of only 8 hours of debate in both
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houses. There were not committee re-
ports; indeed, only one copy of the bill
was available on the floor.

Do we want this type of situation here?
Of course we do not.

The other type of emergency legislation
is that which is currently on the Statute
books of the various States, and again we
have had reference to them in this debate,
Victoria has the Essential Services Act of
1948, and Queensland has its Traffic Act
of 1961. I wish to quote again from the
report of the United States Senate Special
Committee report as follows—

The Special Committee is of the
view that it is essential to provide
the means for the Executive fo act
effectively in an emergency. It is
reasonable to have a body of laws In
readiness to delegate extraordinary
powers to use In times of real emer-
gency.

It is also interesting to consider the posi-
tlon in the United Kingdom where two
wars were fought under what was virtually
a dictatorship created by legislation. Once
again I quote—

This has been called the *high-
water mark in the voluntary surrender
of liberty,” but, as Churchill put if,
“Parliament stands custodian of these
surrendered liberties, and its most
sacred duty will be to restore them in

their fullness when victory has
crowned our exertions and our per-
Severance.

Thus, parliamentary conftrols made
emergency powers compatible with
freedom.

Surely this is the responsible approach
that should be adopted by this Parllament.
Quite frankly, I am a little surprised that
the Law Society does not hold a similar
view.

There is one other quote I would like
to make from the Unlted States Speclal
Senate Committee report before I put 1t
away. It reads as follows—

In the practical working of our Gov-
ernment we already have evolved a
technigue within the framework of
the Constitution by which normal ex-
ecutive powers may be considerably
expanded to meet an emergency. Con-
gress may and has granted extra-
ordinary authorities which lie dor-
mant, in normal times buit may be
called into play by the Executive upon
proclamation of a national emergency.
They were Invoked from time to
time as need appeared. Under
this procedure we retaln Govern-
ment by law—special, temporary
law, perhaps, but law nonetheless. The
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public may know the extent and limi-
tations of the powers that can be as-
serted, and persons affected may be
informed from the statute of their
rights and duties.
As I see it, this is exactly what the Bill
before us aims at doing.

I belleve that thls measure may be re-
garded as a useful legislative tool to be
used if and when an emergency ever oc-
curs in any part of the State.

It was my intention to refer to the
scope of the Bill, but I believe this has
been covered moTe than thoroughly by
other speakers.

However, the regulations that can be
framed under the legislation are worthy
of some ecomment. T note that proposed
new section 47 (2) has clearly spelt out
the regulations which can be framed under
this Bill,

That subsection covers co-ordination;
stocktaking and rationing:; regulating
supplies; priority of use; compilation of
information on stocks; delegation of
powers fto administer regulations: penal-
ties; charges; procedure for claims; pro-
cedure for appeals; administration and
staffing, and the marshalling of resources.
Perhaps I should correct that last sub-
heading so that it reads: the marshalling
of fuel, energy and power resources. I do
not believe that this could be spelt out
more explicitly.

Responses to specific points of objection
to the BEill have been brought forward in
this Chamber and in another place and
I do not intend to go over them again at
this stage because they will come up agsin
for discussion dquring the Committee stage
of the Bill. However I would llke to refer
to the Environmental Protection Act
which was introduced by the Hon. J. T.
Tonkin, and assented to on the 15th
December, 1971, The controversial clause
4 of this Bill can be read almost word for
word in section 7 of that Act.

I think it is also worth referring to
section 22A of the Interpretation Act. I
refer to this section in the confext of the
Iimitation of the operations of the Bill we
are diseussing. Section 22A of the Inter-
pretation Act reads as follows—

22A. Every Act shall be read and
construed subject to the limits of the
legislative power of the State and so
as not to exceed that power to the
intent that, where any enactment
thereof, but for this section, would be
construed as being in excess of that
power, it shall nevertheless be a valid
enactment to the extent to which it

is not in execess of that power,
T helieve we have answered the arguments
put forward by people criticising certain
actlons that may be committed under the
provisions of clause 4 of this Bill. On the
same scote, I wish to quote clause 594 on
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page 395 of Halsbury's Laws of England
in the part dealing with interpretation.
it reads as follows—

584, Statute to be construed as a
whole. For the purposes of construc-
tion, the context c¢f words which
are to be construed includes not only
the nparticular phrase or section
in which they occur, but also the other
parts of the statute.

I will not read the rest of the clause.

I believe it is neither logical nor legal
to interpret clause 4 other than in the
context of the whole Bill. I believe it is
quite mischievous of members of the
Oppositien to assert that this can be
done,

On the gquestion of the regulations, I
think that there has to be an understand-
ing that they are, in fact, enacted to deal
with an emergency. It could also be said
that it would be pointless for laws of this
nature to be placed on the Statute book
if they did not override other Aets, pro-
clamations, and so on. Mr Coocley has
referred to the fact that the Bill permits
a change in industrial awards. Like
Churehill, I consider that Parliament has
control over this matter. I also find it
quite casy to visualise circumstances
where awards will have to be changed. I
consider that the hours which men have
to work under a particular award may
have to be changed should an emergency
arise, The award may prescribe that
Workers have to work certain hours, but
in an emergency affecting the supply of
fuel, energy, and power, those workers
may be required to work outside their
normal! range of hours. I believe that
emergency regulations should have power
to require this to be done.

I do not have to describe the conditions
which prevail in my own province to Mr
Cooley, because he knows them very well.
A large number of industrial problems
relate  directly to demarcation; I can
readily visualise an emergency arising in
the Pilbara. It is not illogical to assume
that we could have a double-pronged
cyclone accompanied by high tides, and
coinciding with a maximum storm surge,
and in this event it may be necessary for
us $o invoke the emergency fuel, energy,
and power resources legislation.

I believe that some of our demarecations
made in normal circumstances will have
to be set aside in an emergency, and I
hope Mr Cooley will not disagree with
this peoint of view.

I find it incredible that the Opposition
persists In questioning the safeguards that
are buflt Into this Bill, However this ques-
tion has been covered by Mr Medcalf very
ably. From the Bill I note that Parliament
has to be assembled and that both Houses
have to agree to the order declaring an
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emergency. In addition either House can
disallow a regulation under section
36 of the Interpretation Act.

It is quite clear that the safeguards are
more explicit in this Bill than in the em-
ergency legislation enaeted in the United
Kingdom, the Unilted States of America,
or in other States of the Commonwealth,
But even further, after those three safe-
guards to which I have referred are taken
into account, the normal processes of ap-
peal are available to any aggrieved person.
Mr Medcalf has already outlined that to
the Chamber and so there is no need for
me to go into the question of civil pro-
ceedings.

Nevertheless, I think it is desirable that
I should refer to one particular aspect.
I have here In my hand the Government
Gagzette for 1971 in whiech appears a list
of the rules of the Supreme Court.

Under Order 58, rule 11 (1) we have—

11, (1) Any person claiming any
legal or equitable right in a case
where the determination of the gues-
tion whether he is entitled to the right
depends upon a question of construe-
tion of a statute, or of a regulation,
rule, by-law or Instrument made or
purporting to be made under a statute,
or of the validity of any such regu-
lation, rule, by-law, or instrument,
may apply by originating summons
for the determination of such ques-
tion of construction or valldity, and
for a declaration as to the right
claimed.

Under this rule any person can Initiate
civil proceedings which will be heard in
Chambers by a judge, by originating sum-
mons.

I make no pretence of understanding
legal questions. In fact, in the past I have
possibly been one of those inclined to the
view that the law is something of an ass.
However, I am most surprised at the legal
safeguards written into legislation gener-
ally, but into this legislation in particu-
lar.

To suggest that the rights of the indl-
vidual have been ercded under the provi-
sions in the Bill is nonsense and hypo-
crisy.

I do not wish to proceed with other
items included in the Bill, However, it is
important to realise that the Town Plan-
ning Act Includes the same right of
appeal to a Minlster and, once again, the
Minister has absclute discretion in the re-
jection of those appeals. It is not an un-
usual prevision to find in a Bll

The Hon, R. Thompson: Could I draw
attention to the state of the House?

The PRESIDENT: I have counted the
House and a quorum is present.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: With regard to
clause 9 which deals with the valldation
of acts taken before the regulations have
been promulgated under an order, it must
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be emphasised that every Statute 1s sub-
jected to rules of interpretation. As Mr
Medcalf explained, every contingency
cannot possibly be covered. However, it is
quite clear that criminal or {illegal acts
cannot be valldated. Of course Parliament
can also disallow wundesirable action
should any be taken.

I can be influenced by many things, in-

cluding the encroachment on civil liber- .

ties or rights of the Individual. These are
fundamental tenets of Liberal Party
philosophy. However, I wiil not be influ-
enced by threats of confrontation or civil
disobedience. Mass rallles will not make
me change my mind on subjects like this,
when I belleve that & good and appropri-
ate 3iece of legislation has been intro-
duced.

In conclusion, I would like to refer to
David Hume, the 18th century essayist,
historian, and phllosopher, who has writ-
ten about what was possibly one of the
foundations of our parllamentary system
as we know it. In hils essay on, “The Idea
of a Perfect Commonwealth”, he wrote—

. In all cases, it must be advan-
tageous to know what is the most per-
feet in the kind, that we may be able
to bring any real constitution or form
of government as near it as possible,
by such gentle alterations and inno-
vations as may not glve too great a
disturbance to soclety.

I wonder whether David Hume was see-
ing ahead 200 years to 1974 in Perth,
Western Australla.

I wholeheartedly and without reserva-
tion support the proposition that the Bl
be read a second time.

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
{10.20 p.m.): From the outset let me say
I intend to oppose this Bill chapter and
verse. The main reason for my opposiiion
is that the Bill has not been properly
drafted, researched, or communicated to
those affected by it.

I am not opposed—neither is any mem-
ber of my party—to emergency fuel legis-
lation, because such legislation iIs vital;
but it must be of the right kind.

I do not think that we should at this
stage go any further with this Bill because
if a fuel shortage hits Western Australia
it will affect the whole of Australla and
thus national legislatlon would have to
come into being in order that the whole of
Australla might be protected under the
same set of laws., This is only logleal, as
was pointed out by Mr Bob Hawke yester-
day at a rally, in Press statements, and at
a meeting we had with the Ministers in
this House. He indicated thai Western
Australia does not stop at the border be-
cause this State is part of Australla. If
this legislation was invoked we would be
the losers.
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Let us examine the legislation in its
present form. Mr Medeslf referred to the
airlines and the haggage people who work
for them. However, those workers would
not be affected by this legislation because
they belong to a FPederal unlon, as do
waterside workers, who likewise would not
be affected.

The seamen who bring in the supplles
belong t0 a Federal union, as do many
other people In Western Australia. Even
if actlon were taken agalnst the unions it
would have to be against the 28 unions
which are registered in this State. A total
of approximately 100000 wunionists are
affiliated with the Trades and Labor
Council In Western Australia and they are
split between 28 State unions and 40 Fed-
eral unions,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: But the Leader
of the Opposition is still presupposing that
thc; emergency has got to be caused by a
union.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I will come
to that,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: That is most
unlikely.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I will caver

all aspeets. Therefore, If this measure is
a ruse to frighten unionists it has lost its
impaet at this point.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The Leader of
the Opposition 1s the only one who has
sald that,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I sald “if”.

The Hon, Clve Griffiths: Nobody has
safd that was the situation.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I wish the

member opposite would listen to what I
am saylng. I said “if”.
The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I know what
the Leader of the Opposition is saying.
The Hon. D. W. Cooley: A member on
the other side sald he wanted the Trans-
port Workers’ Union bashed,

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Did the mem-
ber say “hashed” or “banned”?

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: I safd “bashed’™,
It is in Hansard.

The Hon. R. THOM'PSON: It can be
seen that considerable heat has been en-
gendered, and it has been engendered for
one reason and one reason only: fear.
When this Bill was introduced virtually
nothing was said about it, either in the
other place or in this House. The intro-
duction covered some nine or 10 pages.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Mr Dellar sald
the introduction took 11 minutes.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: That is right.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Bill was
not explained, and one cannot blame the*
public, members of Parliament, or any-
body else if sufficient information is not
given when the Bill is Iniroduced. The
honourable Clive Griffiths should be the
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first one to raise the matter because dur-
ing the three years while he sat in Oppo-
sition—{fortunately I was the only Minister
who was not castigated by him—on almost
every Bill he would get to his feet and
tell the Minister that he had nof explained
the legislation, and ask what it meant. I
do not know why he has not taken the
same attitude towards this Bill, because
it was not explained when it was intro-
duced.

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: It was
explained as far as I am concerned.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I challenge
the Minister, when he replies, to explain
any clause of the Bill which he considers
to be of a favourable nature. The Minis-
ter did refer to a provision which was
deleted from the Bill by amendment in
another place. I do not know why that
was mentioned, because we deal with the
Bill as it is presented to this House, and
we do not deal with something which
has occurred in another place.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Do not tell me.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I think it is
rather hypocritical of the honourable
Clive Griffiths, in view of his form in
recent years, accept to, the weak, lame
introduction of the Bill.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The Leader of
the Opposition knows perfectly well that
his Ministers were not capable of intro-
ducing Bills, This Minister is capable,
and that is the difference.

The Hon. G, . MacKinnon: Thank you,
Mr Griffiths.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I give the
Minister full marks for the dramatics he
applied when he introduced the Bill. He
put on a pretty good act. However, the
message is not contained in the notes
which he read to us.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: What sory
of act did I put on?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Minis-
ter put on a dramatic show, and I thought
it was good.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: I presented
an explanation of the purpose of the Bill.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The Minls-
ter’s performance did not stop the Leader
of the Opposition from misrepresenting
the Bill on the hustings.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I ask the
member opposite to tell me when I spoke
on the hustings. I ask him to back up
his words, because that is another airy-
fairy put-up. I did not say one word.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Airy-fairy
fancying.

The Hon., R. THOMPSON: So it can
be seen that all the opposition to this Bill
has been enlisted by the Government. It
1s the Government’s responsibility to in-
troduce a Bill in a lucld manner so that
people can understand what it is all about.

TCOUNCIL..

In contradistinetion to what the Hon. Bill
Withers and other members have said
about people in the North-West and else-
where not having up-to-date copies of the
Bill, a lady who happens to be a member
of the Liberal Party came fo my house
last Sunday morning with an old copy
of the Bill which she obtained during last
week from the Liberal Party headquarters

, in Fremantle, I take it.

The Hon. A. A. Lewls: Did you explain
the amendments had not been made to it?

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: I am always
honest and I told her she had the wrong
Bill.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: You said earller
you take only the Bill that comes Into this
House, but obviously some of the people
behind you do not always take the Bills
that come into this House.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Strange but
true, I am one who very seldom reads
Hansard. 1 certainly do not read my own
speeches. I usually assess a Bill as I see
it. Tonight, for the first time, we had
an explanation of the Liberal Party’s
viewpoint on this legislaiion. I compliment
Mr Medcalf on his delivery and explana-
tlon. However, I have read the oplnions
of two professors of law and one Queen’s

Counsel, and they all differ; and they
certainly differ from Mr Medealf’s
opinlon. To be falr to Mr Medcalf, he

presented his speech as an opinlon; and
as an opinlon I will naot criticise it In
any way at all. He is entltled to hls
opinion. The Law Soclety is entitled to
the opinion expressed in its report. The
two professors of law, who are rather
highly qualified, have differing opinions,
and a Queen’s Counsel has another differ-
ent opinlon. I will not quote them all

because I do not want fo weary the House. -

Most of the opinions that could have
been glven from our side have been given,
Our views have been put forward, and al-
though some members might have criti-
clsed the length of time our speakers took,
1t shows they worked and researched every
facet of the legislation. But what did
we find on the Government side? It
could not get a speaker last night. Mem-
bers on the Government side were run-
ning around trying o get a speaker.

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: We had more
speakers than you did.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No-one was
prepared to speak.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You sald vou
never told 1les.

The Hon., R. THOMPSON: This was
well demonstrated because when speakers
on the Government side rose to speak
they did not know what was in the Bill.
If there has been any rubbish or dia-
tribe during the course of this debate it
has come from the Government members,
not from the Opposition members.
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The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I thought you
would say that.

The Hon. R. THOMPSCN: The Oppo-
sition members have taken time to study
and understand the meaning of the Bill.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: How many
Government members spoke yesterday?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Three.
The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Four.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: But look at your
contributions and the length of them in
relation to ours.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Last night
reference was made to the Industrial
Arbitration Act, the length of time it took
to go through the House, the fears the
Labor Party expressed about that legis-
lation at the time, and what has happened
since. I handled that Bill for the Oppo-
sition in 1963 and what I forecast then
has come true. With every other pilece
of industrial legislation from that time
onwards I have made the same forecast;
that is, that the anti-Labor Governments
were driving State-reglstered unions into
Federal unions. This piece of legistation
will continye that trend.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Do you really
belfeve that?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Of course I
do. I belong to a Federal union myseli.
We will have a greater flow into Federal
unions and we will end up with four or
five conciliation commissioners looking
for jobs in a very short time.

This type of legislation should be on
a national basls. No doubt the Govern-
ment will force it through without any
real examination, contrary to its own
policies and the civil Uberties es-
poused by the Premlier in his policy speech.
Everybody who has spoken has expressed
a different viewpoint In regard to the leg-
islation. It should be iaken back and re-
examined by a competent set of the best
legal brains that Western Australla or
Australla can produce, if the Government
Intends to proceed with it.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Are you say-
ing the Crown Law Department is in-
competent? You have just implied it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I think most
members who have been in the Chamber
for a long time would agree that particu-
larly over the last three years Mr Medcalf
has not agreed with very much of the
legislatlon of & deep and controversial
nature in the form in which it has come to
this House. He did not agree with the com-
panies legislation.

The Hon. A. A. Lewls: That is a very
sweeping statement. He has agreed with
a good deal of the legislation.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I am being
honest and Mr Medealf would not disagree
with what I am saving.
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The Hon. ¢G. C. MacKinnon: I think he
would say he had differences of oplnlon
on some aspects.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Of course, the
Crown Law Department s not always
right. Mr Medcalf is not always right, nor
15 any lawyer always right. I can give an
illustration of something that happened
in 1948.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The only
felow who Is always right is the judge.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: We engaged
three top Queen’s Counsel in Sydney in
connection with a union case. The ppinlons
of all three Queen’s Counsel differed. We
engaged two of them and it cost us £12 000.
The whole case cost £23 000, and we lost it.
So even the kest legal brains in Australia
can differ. T would not say either the Crown
Law Department, the professor of law at
the university, or any lawyer around the
town had the best legal brains.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: You are iucky
if you can get a lawyer with only one arm.
They always say, ‘On the one hand I say
this, and on the other hand I say that.” If
he has only got one arm, he is a good one,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have found
from experience with rather complex leg-
islation it was wise to refer it to the Law
Commission for study before introduction
to this House. I do not think that legisla-
tion I introduced in the House was ever
amended because the Law Commission al-
ways came up with good sound ideas.

I accept the viewpoint put forward by
Mr Medcalf that this was not a compleiely
studied opinion; it was a report. However,
at the least this legislation should go back
to the Law Soclety. It should be re-exam-
ined, especially after consideration of the
viewpoint of all interested parties.

All members received a letter today from
the Automotive Chamber of Commerce.
This organisation has never been consulted
about the measure. The trade unions con-
sider they are at risk with this Bill, but
they have never been consulted, although
on the 10th September they requested a
meeting with the Premier. The result of
that was read out last night, and I will not
traverse the same ground again,

Members will see it is imperative that we
should not have legislation coming here and
creating a division within the community.
Unfortunately this trend is creeping into
our life—the community is being divided.
We should be constructive. The Govern-
ment should not bulldoze this legislation
through. It should take it back now and
look at it again. Even Mr Medcalf, on his
own admission this evening, considered that
this clause referring to a person’s state of
mind should be looked at again. Do not tell
me that any judge could interpret the state
of mind of someone else. It is impossible
to do this in law. The eminent lawyers who
have given reasoned consideration to this
Bill, also consider that an impossibility.
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There have been a lot of stupid com-
ments about the preparation of this Bill
by the Labor Government.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The pre-
paration of a Bill.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It has never
been denied that we did have & Bill pre-
pared. Prior to Christmas, 1973, a serious
fuel crisis was looming and something had
to be done in a hurry. Cabinet discussed
this matter and instructed the then Minis-
ter for Fuel and Energy (Mr May) to have
legislation prepared. He did this, and draft
legislation ultimately came back to Cabinet
on the 22nd January when it was discussed,
By that time the main fuel crisis had
passed. The possibility of a world-wide
fuel shortage no longer existed. Therefore,
the legislation was not proceeded with,

The Minister in charge of the Bill
presently before the House would know
that the only failing of the then Minister
was the lack of instruction to the Crown
Law Department. A note from the Crown
Law Department said, “In the absence of
any specific instructions . . .” or words to
that effect.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: No detailed
instruetions.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is right.
The reason for this was that we had
just finished a very heavy session of Par-
liament. If memory serves me correctly,
we adjourned on the 16th December. When
the Bill came back to Cebinet in January
it was put aside, and one of the reasons
for this was that under the Constitution
the last time Parliament could have been
called together to enact legislation would
have been the 30th January, Parliament
could have met up to that time under an
emergent situation. It was considered that
if necessary Parliament would act respon-
sibly and it would again meet to enact
legislation to control the supply of fuel,
particularly in Western Australia. I hope
that all members now have the picture
loud and clear.

Probably the Labor Party works a little
differently, and perhaps a little more
efficiently, than the other parties. I am
not castigating the other parties about
this, but I would like to explain our
system. A Bill is examined by Cabinet
Ministers while it is still in draft form.
It is then taken to our party meeting,
and it can be examined by all members
of our party for at least one week. The
party members may then suggest amend-
ments. I do not say that all the amend-
ments suggested are accepted, but at least
our members have the full right to discuss
and examine the legislaiion. After that
period is over, the measure is printed and
introduced into Parliament.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Could you
just explain where that sysiem differs
from the one we adopt?

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Do you think
that your system is unique?

The Hon. D, K. Dans: We were the
first with it.

The Hon. H, W. Gayfer:
a simple question.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You do not know
your political history. Your party hasn’t
got any history.

The Hont, R. THOMPSON: I did not say
we were unigue. I said in all probability
our system differs from that operating in
other partles, I have not been in the
Government’s Cabinet room and 1 do not
know how it operates. However, I am ex-
plaining what takes place in the Labor
Party room.

‘The Hon, Clive Griffiths: You said that
your system is more efficient than ours.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: 1 said the
Bill is not printed and introduced until
all members have had a chance to discuss
it. Mr Claughton gave an example of a
Bill that was rejected, and more than
one Bill was rejected.

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: But you said
your system was more efficient than ours.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I know what
I.said.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: ¥You ought to
be a member of a coalition Government—
then you would know how many Bills are
not approved in the joint party rooms.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I can ap-
preciate that too, just as I can appreciate
how Mr Clive Griffiths must pull Bills
apart in his party room. He is like a little
tiger.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: I couldn't imagine
that!

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: He is like
a bookworm—he would go right through
them.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The most
co-operative fellow you could imagine,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I interjected
on somebody last night and said he can-
not even read-—I think it was Mr Ferry.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: You were
telling us all that, I think,

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: But only one
at g time. The Premier gave & full sum-
mary in the Daily News on the 4th Sep-
tember under the heading of, *“Labor
Cabinet ‘had Fuel Bill’ . What I have said,
without reading out the article, is what is
contained in it; I did not have top refer
to the article because I know what took
place in Cabinet. Therefore there is no
valid criticism because the Bill was never
introduced. It could not have been in-
troduced, because by the time it was re-
ceived by Cabinet we were facing an elec-
tion.

I am asking
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The Hon. W. R. Withers: But your
Premier and Cabinet approved the draft
Bill.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Yes, it was
approved to go to Caucus; and it is in
Caucus that Bills are knocked into shape.
Is it the practice of the present Govern-
ment to have a Bill approved by Cabinet
and then introduced in Parliament—Ilike
a one man band—so that members op-
posite find out what is in the Bill when
it comes to this place?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths; That is not
our system; it is the same as yours.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Then what is
the honourable member complaining
ahout?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I am not com-
plaining., You are saying we have another
system.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Then Mr
Griffiths had better explain what goes on
to Mr Withers because apparently he does
not know.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Do you mean
that you discussed this Bill in your party
room before it came fo Parliament?

The Hon. D, K. Dans: Did they ever!

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: How do you
think we got avproval to introduce the
Bill?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Even the
birds in the trees were twittering that
there was a dispute. I recall a remark you
made on one occasion, Mr President, that

- you would lke to be a fly on the wall in
the Labor Party room.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Don’t start that
again.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: On this
occasion it was not necessary for one to he
a fiy on the wall In the Liberal Party
room, because the dispute was common
knowledge.

The PRESIDENT: If the honourable
member 1s going to make statements lke
that I think he should give the context In
which the words were used.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It was com-
mon tallk that a grave confrontation
occurred in the Liberal Party room over
this Bill as recently as a fortnight ago.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It Is a

serious Bill; you wouldn't expect anything
else, would you?

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: It was even
suegested that it was a case of the Bill or
the Premier.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: That maust
have been at a different meeting from the
one I was at.

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: I think you
are thinking about the Caucus meeting.

‘The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Make no
mistake, it was the Bill or the Premier.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That
rumour went around about Mr Tonkin at
times, but I have not heard it about Sir
Charles.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: It is an in-
correct rumour,
The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It is not a

rumour,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: If this Bill is so
good I do not know why members opposite
credit us with having drafted it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Why have
members of the Government partles com-
plalined that we have not explained the
Bili? Mr Withers said that, and so did
Mr Griffiths.

The Hon. W, R. Withers: You only ex-
plained it to people to make them come
out on strike.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It is the re-
sponsibility of the Government to explain
the Bill; it 1s not the Opposition’s respon-
sibility to do that.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You must
have read a second reading speech differ-
ent from the one in Hansard.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: I came into
contact with some people and gave away a
few copies of the Bill. I did not do as
Mr Gayfer did and have breakfast with
two chaps and explain the Bill to them.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: I said I handed
them a copy of it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No, Mr Gay-
fer said he still had the Bill; he pulled it
out of his pocket, and then he put it back.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: I handed it to
them and they read it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Well, Mr
Gayfer should read Hansard to see what
he said. I attempied fo interject to find
out what he meant by one of his state-
ments which alluded to me. As near as I
can recall, he said he was having breakfast
in an establishment where workers gather,
and where I would not. eaf.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Possibly you
would not be accustomed to that sort of
situation.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I wonder
what Mr Gayfer meant by that.
The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: At the time

Mr Cooley and I had a row across the
room to the effect that I had never done
any work. Members will recall that I
said I mixed with people from the country
who are workers that you people would
not understand.

'The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Probably
when the honourable member checks his
speech he will come back and tell me
privately that he made a mistake. In ans-
wer to him, I point out that I do not have
breakfast with two men; I have breakfast
with my wife.
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The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: My wife was
there too. Touche!

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The only
thing you.ecan associate with the Bill is
burnt toast.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The Bill was
in his pocket.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer:
pocket now.

The Hon. D. K. Dans:
around with you?

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Yes.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: When Mr
Medealf spoke this afternoon he sald—
as did many other people—the Blll has
been grossly misrepresented, and that some
reople had been wrongly accused and
abused for their actions in {rying to
explain it. I would refer members to The
West Australian of the 4th September and
the article under the heading of, “Men-
saros raps Law Soclety on fuel Bill”, The
article states—

The Minister for Fuel and Energy,

Mr Mensaros, said last night that the

WA Law Soclety’s comments on the

State Government’s emergency fuel

Bill were more like a political mani-
festo than a legal document.

Cf course, that is contrary to the expres-

sions of Mr Medcalf when he spoke about
thz2 Law Society this afternoon.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That is
another difference in the case of members
who are not subject to a caucus.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The article
continues—

He told the Legislative Assembly
that the comments had not been done
at a professional level.

Mr Mensaros accused the Opposi-
tion of briefing four Labor supporters
in the Law Society on the Bill to
obtain an adverse opinion and then
using their comments to incite the
public against it.

What utter rubbish and rot.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Mr Cooley
admitted tonight that he had given a
copy of the Bill to someone,

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: It is just as well
I did.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: Those state-
ments were denied. However, they did Mr
Mensaros no credit, and it did the Gov-
ernment no credit to come out and accuse
the Law Society in that manner, bearing
in mind its members have been good
friends of all Governments. If any wrong
accusations have been made they started
with the Minister for Fuel and Energy.
I think it is shameful and shocking that
a responsible Minister of the Crown should
castigate and virtually erucify people who
perform a public service.

I have it in my

Do you earry it

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I repeat
that Mr Cooley admitted tonight that he
had been to the Law Society and given
them a copy of the BIill.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: That is not
what Mr Mensaros sald. He accused the
Opposition of briefing four Labor sup-
porters in the Law Society to obtain an
adverse opinion on the Bill. He accused
us of using their comments to incite the
public against the Bill. I wish we did
have a few more lawyers on our side. We
have a fair few in the other place but
we do not have any here.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer:
odd bush lawyer here.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Who is a
bush lawyer? Not Mr Tozer I hope. Even
Dick Harding, a professor at the university,
was accused by Mr Mensaros of being one
of the party to bring in this report. Of
course, Mr Harding denied that he had
ever been near the Law Society to study
the Bill. However, it Is on record that
when the report of the Council of the Law
Society was before the full meeting of the
Law Society on the 9th September, the
voting was 69 to four, or something like
that, against the Bill.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It was 65
to four.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: It was 65 to
four against the Bill. So, members ¢an
see that this difference of opinion exists
throughout the legal fraternity and the
trade union movemeni. Divisions exist
within the Liberal Party on this lssue.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: What about
talking to the Bill we are now considering?
You are referring to another Bill.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: There are
divisions within the Country Party.

The Hon. H. W, Gayfer: Oh, come on!
There are only two of us here. There is
no division here.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: I happened
to hear the programme “State File” of the
10th September. I was so interested that
I picked up a pencil and scribbled a few
oi the remarks of the person being inter-
viewed. It was none other than Mr
Norman Lockyer, Chairman of the Consti-
tutional Committee of the Country Party.

The Hon, H W, Gayfer: Yes, that is
old Norm.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: He said that
clauses 2, 4, 9, and 15 were the objectlon-
able clauses. He said that they invited
retaliation. How true that is. He main-
tained that a Government elected in both
Houses could use extreme powers under
section 73 and could vote itself to stay in
power forever.

The Hon. T. O. Perry: He had nol scen
the Bill, had he?

You have the
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The Hon. R, THOMPSON: He is a re-
sponsible member of the Country Party. Do
not tell me that Mr Gayfer did not show
him a copy of the Bill he had In his
pocket.

The Hon, W. R. Withers: He did not see
this Bill; he saw the old Bill.

The Hon. D, W, Cooley: He did; that was
on the 10th September. The amendments
were moved prior to that.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Mr Lockyer
said that he had approached Mr McPharlin
and Mr Crane and asked them to oppose
the Bill. However, he said, “I do not think
they will. They will be going along with
the advice of the Liberal Party.” Mr
Lockyer qualified his last statement by say-
ing when he was questioned on strikes that,
“Strikes are not all the fault of unions.
They can be engineered at all times hy
employers.” Members can see that even the
constitutional spokesman for the Country
Party is at variance with the elected mem-
bers of the Country Party in this Par-
liament. There is a great divislon in the
Liberal Party itself.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Where?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I know, be-
cause I know many members of the Liberal
Party. As a matter of fact, I have a rela-
tive In the Liberal Party and I hope she
stays there because I would not want her
in the Laber Party; she would ruin it. I
would rather have her doing the good work
she is doing within the Liberal Party. If
she stays there they will certalnly come
unstuck,

The PRESIDENT: Order! I do not see
what the honourable member’s relatives
have to do with the Bill.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: Nelther do 1,
Mr President, but I have heard many other
things during thils debate which have not
been relevant to the Bill.

Mr Medealf when referring to clause 4
of the Bill made the point that when
mining agreements come before this House,
they override or could be made to override
all other Acts. He used the word wrongly,
but I did not criticlse him at the time.
Perhaps I am wrong, but I do not believe
that is the case. Such agreements gener-
ally define the Acts In the schedule and
this is what should be done with this legis-
latlon. The Acts which this legislation
can override should be defined. There is
even doubt in the legal fraternity as to the
legalities to which a person can be sub-
jected and the rights of appeal he will have
under this legislation. If that doubt exists
in the minds of lawyers, barristers, pro-
fessors and the like, do not members oppo-
site think the Bill should be re-examined?
Do members opposite think that just
because members in this House think
the Bill is all right, that it is all
right? Mr Medcalf would not give a
sworn declaration that this Bill is in true
and proper form because he would be too
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responsible to do so. If we are to listen
to the old song that has been sung many
times here that this 1s a House of Review,
why should we pass legislation such as this?
Why should it not be sent for review? We
are not qualified to review if.

The Hon. W. R, Withers: What you sug-
gest is impractical.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: What, to send
it back? 1Is there any dire need for this
legislation In three months, six months or
12 months? One would need to be a crystal
ball gazer to say that.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You suggest
that we should send the Bill back and re-
examine it. Are you suggesting that we
should nominate the Acis which will be
affected by this Bill? If you are, that is
impractical. If it were not impractical,
we would have done that.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: 1If Mr
Withers was listening earlier, he would
know that I said the Bill should have gone
to the Law Society so that it could make
a thorough examination of the legislation,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: But you men-
tioned nominating al1 Acts which will be
affected by this Bill; that is qulte
impractical.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I feel that
the Law Society would oppose, in par-
ticular, clause 4 of this Bill. To the best
of my knowledge, the Law Society has not
altered its opinion that clause 4 will
override all other Acts, agreements and
awards. These are the things that
should be spelt out and specified because
the dangers of this legislation are very
real; this is what members opposite cannot
get into their heads. It is not so much
what we are reading into the Bill as ths
regulations that can be eniorced a fort-
night before Parliament is called together.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: But if you did
that, you would have to amend this Act
every time you presented a new Biil 1o
Parliament; that is totally impractical.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: I know that
Mr Withers does not have a Jot of legal
knowledge; he does hot know what the
Crown Law Department can come up with,
if he is ever in a position where he wants
a Bill drafted, he will know what he wants
and he will tell the draftsman what he
wants and the draftsman will put the
legislation into legal ferms for him. The
draftsmen do the best they can. Is that
not right?

The Hon. G.
doing very well.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: They do the
best they can, but we might have to send
it back flve or six thmes,

The Hon, W. R. Withers: Nobody dis-
puted that,

C. MacKinnon: You are
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The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Therefore, if
it were referred to the Law Society at
least we would get a Bill that is in true
form and accepiable to the people because
their clvil rights would be protected. If
we look at the Liberal Party's hooklet,
Mein Koempf—

The Hon. W. R. Withers: If 1s not
titled “Meein Koamf’!
The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr Withers

has made his speech.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It will be
found in that booklef that members oppo-
site place great emphasls on civil liberties,
but the first Blll of any consequence that
has been introduced to the Parliament this
session seems to destroy clvil libertles.
Let us have a look at what the Liberal
Party says in this booklet. It says that
the party will deal with industrial unrest.
I will quote this paragraph taken from the
booklet, as follows—

We will encourage regular, meaning-
ful consultation between Uunions,
employers and Government jn an
effort to ensure that Govermment eco-
nomic, financial, social and develop-
ment objectives are betfer understood.
From this we hope all parties will
come {0 a better realisation of inter-
dependence and community responsi-
bilities.
What a sham!

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is no
sham.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I would point
out that the Trades and Labor Council
wrete to the Premier asking if a repre-
sentative of the Council could meet him.
The Liberal Party says that it stands for
better understanding with the unions, but
the TLC did hot receive a reply from the
Premier. Yesterday the Government met
the unions. Mr Cooley, Bob Hawke, and
Mr Jim Coleman, the Secretary of the
TLC, met the Premier, but was he pre-
Pared to talk te the unions? No! He
sald, “The legistation is going through.”
Further, in company with those three
gentlemen I met the Ministers of this
House,

The Hon. G. C. MacKlhnon: I saw a
picture in the newspaper of the Premier
with Mr Hawke. They talked.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I did not say
they did not talk, They met and spoke for
an hour and a half, but nothing was agreed
upont. The Premier would not give way
on this legislation. It was not a meaning-
ful discussion or an example of the Liberal
Party showing better understanding with
the unions. All the Premier said was, “The
legislation 1s going through.”

What happened when we met the three
Ministers of this House yesterday? We
encountered exactly the same rebuff, We
were told, “The legislation is going
throwgh.” Is this supposed to be meaning-
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ful discussion with representatives of the
unions? The only bodies which have sup-
ported the Government in this legislation
are the Civic Affairs Bureau—which is an
offshoot of the Liberal Party—and the Em-
ployers Federation.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: That is news
to me.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: They are the
only two groups of people who have sup-
ported the Liberal Party on this Bill. Of
course we have heard all the speeches Sir
Charles Court has meaede on TV. His
speeches are almost like a record now. He
says, “We are going to look after decent
people and protect them.” He rants on as
he always does and people are just about at
the stage where they are ready to turn off
their TV sets as soon as he appears.

Point of Order

The Hon, G. €. MacKINNON: On a point
of order, Mr President, I find this refer-
ence to the Premier objectionable. He is
not here to defend himself. I cannot recall
that we have made the same sort of alleg-
ations in relation to Mr Thompson, and
I think the statement by the Leader of the
Opposition should be withdrawn.

The PRESIDENT: The Minister has
asked Mr Thompson to withdraw his com-
ments regarding the Premier.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: May I say,
Mr President—

The PRESIDENT: You are asked to
withdraw the comments you made.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Certainly 1
will withdraw my comments. I will also
ask that Hansard be instructed to have all
the statements made in this House—ine¢lud-
ing the abuse that has been levelled at the
former Premier {the Hon, J, T. Tonkin)—
struck out of Hansard.,

The PRESIDENT: I do not think that
is the function of Hansard.

Debate Resumed

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: Such state-
ments have been made on many occasions
in this House. If we are to talk about
withdrawing comments that are made in
this House, let members look at the com-
ments made on the motion that was moved
last session by Mr Withers against a
Minister who could not defend himself.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: That was different.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It is fortun-
ate that we have long memories.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: There is a
Standing Order dealing with it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: A Standing
Order may deal with it, but I hope that in
the future—

The Hon. G, ¢, MacKinnon: Such com-
ments are quite unnecessary. I refer you
to the speech made by Mr Dans; it was
quite sound.
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The Hon. R, THOMPSON: I could stand
up and ask for the same indulgence to be
shown in order that a withdrawal may be
made of the statements that have been
levelled apainst Federal Ministers, includ-
ing the Prime Minister. Mr Whitlam is not
present in this Chamber to defend himself.
Such statements are made in this Champer
quite readily.

The Hon, N. McNeill: Or against Mr
McMahon.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: Usually I do
not indulge in castigating Federal poltti-
cians no matter what their political colour
may be. Reference is made in this booklet
issued by the Liberal Party fo civil liberties
and other laws that protect the people. In
order to get into Parliament the Premier
fooled the public, because the policies that
are printed in this Liberal Party booklet
have not been put into operation.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: When you
sit down, read Standing Order 86 and then
you will know what you can say and what
you cannot say.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: One point was
made by one of the speakers to the debate,
but I cannot recall who the honourable
member was, He had something to say
about students marching, and that every
-+ other person who marched would not know
what the legislation was all about. He said
that they had their arms twisted and were
coerced into marching,

Lat me remind members that of the
14 600 or 18000 people—I do not know
the exact number—who matrched and
attended the meeting heid In the Supreme
Court Gardens yesierday, all of them
attended of their own free will and
accord. No public transport was avallable
for thelr use. Those attending the meet-
ing at the Supreme Court gardens found
their own way there and found their own
way back tn their destinations. Further,
many hundreds of university students
marchegd from the uxndversity. Who
twisted their arms and coerced them to
mareh from the university? I saw them.
They marched along Riverside Drive and
then into the Supreme Court gardens.

_Of course, the reason that the univer-
sity students came to this deeision is that
following the rally held on the 18th Sen-
tember in Parliament House grounds they
held a meeting at the wniversity at which
the entire contents of the Bill were read to
the students. I repeat: The comblete
content of the Bill was read to them.

Thesze people made up their own minds,
They had 2 (00 leaflets printed, and these
contained the clauses of the Bill word for
word. It was these young people who, as
a body, decided to march from the univer-
sity. These are thinking people, and no-
one has coerced them, twisted thetr arms,
or misinformed them.
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The Hon, 8, J. Dellar: That is different
from what Mr Tozer has said.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Of course,
Mr Tozer would not know. He merely
Itstens to what is said in the corridors.
He said he was sitting in his room when
the two rallies took place in front of Par-
liament House. He sald he was busy at
work and did not know what took piace,
but then he criticlsed the rallies. If he
had listened to what was said at both
ralifes he would have learnt something
about the opposition to the legislation.
Unfortunately he did not listen to what
those people, including the university
students, were saying, yvet he crificised
them.

This is not a Bill which I can support
under any circumstances, If It is re-
drafted, and brought back before us after
a thorough Investigation and consultation
with various groups which the Liberal
Party says it is prepared to consult—I
refer to the Employers Federation, the
trade unions, the Automobile Chamber of
Commerce, and oil companles, etec.—I
mieht give it my support. If the long
title of the Bill means what it says, why
is there no consultation?

Over the years Mr Clive Griffiths has
criticised members of the present Opno-
sition for what they did as the Govern-
ment in not referring a measure to the
Local Government Assoclation or some
other minor group which, he claimed,
should be given some say. I contend that
the Government should consuli the par-
ties that are affected by any plece of Im-
portant legislation, and I hope it will follow
this peclicy although I doubt whether it
will he introducing any more serious legis~
lation this scsslon, There is no reason
that the Bill before us should nol be re-
drafted and investigated thoroughly, be-
cause there is no hurry for its passage.

I intend to vote against the second
reading of the Bill, and in the Committee
stage agzainst every clause, for the reason
that the Bill is {il-founded and will not do
the Government any credit if it is passed.
Tven if it is passed it will never be pro-
claimed; it will merely be used as a
threat. I think that is the iniention of
the Bill

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West—NMinister for Education) [11.23
pm.l: Good or bad as a Bill is, the one
before us has certainly received a reason-
able airing. First of all I would like ta
make a few comments on the airing it has
received. This is my nineteenth year as a
member of this House. I share with Mr
Dans the feeling of sorrow about the direc-
tion in which this Chamber seems to be
heading, The sort of debate that ensued
last night certainly did not do the reputa-
tion of the Chamber any credit, and in
saying that I am not picking out mem-
bers on one side or the other.
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There seems to be an attitude abroad
that in this Chamber members are hell-
bent on eliminating every sort of differ-
ence between the Legislative Councll and
the Legislative Assembly. I deplore that
attitude.

In the whole of my experience in this
House I do not remember an occasion
when due to the sort of instance that
arcse on this occasion memhers asked for
time limits to be placed on debates.

The Hon. R. Thompson: It would be a
bad thing if time limits were imposed in
this House.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: It will
be, but should that eventuate it would be
our own fault. It was only in the last year
or two that we have seen the sort of trick
being played where a member takes po-
litical advantage of another member who
is not in his seat. It has always been the
view of members of this House that we
are here as members for six years until
the next election, and advantage should
not be taken in this manner.

The Hon., R. Thompson: Our position
has always been held sacrosanct.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNCON: I am glad
the honourable member agrees.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I agree entir-
ely that members should not indulge in
that sort of thing.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: This
Chamber deserves the high reputation it
holds; but that reputation is in the pro-
cess of being ruined. I deplore that trend.
‘The debgte on the Bill before us has done
ljttle to enhanece this Chamber. Some good
examples of debate have taken place on
the measure before us, but other contri-
butions leave much to be desired.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Something hap-
pened last night, and there was no co-
operation hetween the leaders of the
prarties.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Let me
pin down that point. I understand that a
request was made at 10.00 p.m. for some
indieation—

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is correct.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The
speaker who commenced at 10.00 p.m.
concluded his speech at 3.00 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: If you are
referring to me I commenced my speech
at 1415 p.m.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It is very
difficult at 10.15 p.m. to give an indica-
tion on that sort of co-operation. At the
moment I do not wish to enter that field
of controversy. 1 think there ought to be
some hard thinking on the part of mem-
bers of this House. I know some mem-
bers have said, “Listen to him preaching.”
Not only do I hold the reputation of this
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House in very high regard, but Mr Thomp-
son alsg shares that view. I am sure that
members would wish to retain the repu-
tation of the Chamber as it was when
Mr Thompson and I first became mem-
bers. We are now in danger of losing that
high reputation. I make no pretence in
saying that faults are to be found on both
sides. I leave it at that.

The Hon, R, Thompson: It is fair enough
to say that the worst feature which has
crept into the procedures of this Chamber
iIs the debate on subjects, during the ad-
journment of the House motion, which
have no relevance to the motion.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: While
this procedure has tremendous merijt if it
is used for a special purpose, it leaves
much to he desired if it is not so used.
The point I make is that we must main-
tain thiz House as a dignified and im-
portant Chamber. It is up to all of us to
do that. I am afraid that we are in the
process of losing that reputation. In this
regard Mr Thompson has made his posi-
tion clear, and so I do not mind naming
him. I could also name other members who
agree with me.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I agree with
you entirely.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I have a gr *
memory of the remarks that were pa. .. -.
when I first became a member.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Since I have
been a member I have been insulted by
the Minister several times.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I now
wish to deal with the debate which has
ensued on the Bill. I suppose the first
criticism was directed at me and my in-
troduction of the measure. I made refer-
ence to certain clauses; but I certainly did
net cover the Bill clause by clause to
counter the serious arguments that have
been put at the hustings, and by the Law
Society and other groups.

I explained the purpose of the Bill as
the Government saw it, which was to as-
sist the community in general on the oe-
casion of an emergency in fuel and energy
resources in this State. In that regard it is
an essential piece of legislation.

It might sound strange, but I agree with
a number of speakers who said they do not
like this sort of legislation. I do not con-
sider it is good and it is the type which
none of us would like to be used, For mem-
bers to say that we could produce good
legislation of this type is a complete con-
tradiction. We could produce acceptable
legislation, which I consider this Bill to be.
It is also essential legislation. The proof
of this is that every other State has it and
it is designed for essentials. The only State
which does not have this type of legisla-
tion on its Statute book is Bouth Australia,
and 1t would like to have it. It has trled to
get it on several occasions.
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The greatest red herring drawn across
the trail was thrown into the pool by Mr
Bob Hawke who yesterday, at a conference
with the three Ministers from this House,
talked ahout Western Australia not stopping
at the border. He asked what the good was
of legislation of this nature just in Western
Australia. My answer to that is that it is
absolutely essential because the Common-
wealth Government has no power in its
Constitution to enact legislation for an em-
ergency within Western Australia. It can
enact complementary legislation to deal
with an emergency covering Ausiralia, but
it cannot pass a law which will enable
the State to take immediate action if a
major explosion occurs at Kwinana. Of
course it cannot.

The Hon. D. W, Cooley: I do not think

that Mr Hawke was referring to it in that
sense,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNNON: Mr Hawke
used this particular analogy and I have
carried his argument on precisely. It was
8 red herring; and Mr Hawke is no kid goat.
He knew it was a red herring at the pre-
cise time 1 knew, which was the moment
he uttered the words. There is no doubt
about that at all.

Anyone who takes Mr Hawke, President
of the ACTU, for a fool wants his own
hoad read. Of course, Mr Hawke must know

ys1e deals with Federal unions and with
& States and he knows the Constitution.
He is also a Rhodes Scholar. Consequently,
he must know.

What alarms me is that his entourage
there believed him; but Mr Hawke did not
believe it. I am also alarmed because Mr
Cooley, Mr Coleman, and these other fel-
lows believe this nonsense.

The Hon. D. W, Cooley: You are mls-
represeniing the situation altogether. He
was referring to the application of Federal
awards in this State and the ineffectiveness
of the legislation in respect of them.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Mr Hawke
knows better than that; I know he does.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: He would know
as well as you do—

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Of course
he would. He knows jolly well that if the
Federal Government tomorrow wanted to
pass emergency legislation to deal with fuel
and energy resources across the length and
breadth of Australia, it would have to ask
each State to introduce complementary
legislation because it does not have the
Dower to do so under its Constitution. That
is a plain statement of fact.

The Hon, D. K, Dans: I do not think
that is correct.

'It‘he Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It is cor-
rect,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: If it were found
that the emergency was interfering with
the transport of commerce by plane, or
anything else, between the States, it has
complete power to do it.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Of course
it has. That is a totally different matter apd
Mr Dans knows that, I do not take him
for a goat either,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is one reason
it could do it in some instances.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Talking
about aircraft brings me to a point onto
which members of the Opposition fastened
after they heard Mr Medcalf’s speech. To
show the inconvenience which could be
caused, he recited, by way of an anecdote,
an experience he had in regard to an air-
eraft. Subsequently, two or three speakers
fastened onto that aspect and said that
this State legislation could not apply to
an airport because airports were Common-
wealth controlled, Of course we all know
that. Do members really believe that Mr
Medcalf does not know that, considering
he was here when we passed legislation to
assist the Commonwealth in its policing of
Commonwealth properties? Mr Medcalf is
fully aware of that fact.

The Hon. D. K. Dans; I did not suggest
that.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: Of course
the law would not apply on Commonwealth
property unless the Commonwealth asked
for it to apply and complementary legisla-
tion was passed. However, our legislation
could apply at Kwinana if there were an
emergency, whereas a Commonwealth Act
could not.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: Do you know that
it has been found that dredging in bays or
roadsteads and rivers where it contributes
to commerce and industry between the
States, is a Federal matter. Sc if a tug
were held up at Kwinana this would be a
perfect example of how the Common-~
wealth could move in, That, is a statement
of fact because I was on the receiving
end on one occasion.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: That is relevant
to the Bill we are discussing.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: VYes, at Kwinana
particularly.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It could
well be. It could affect the position just
outside Kwinana, However, several mem-
bers—I think Mr Dans was one—sald that
no-one had denied that emergency legisla-
tion was required. I have no intention of
checking Hansard, but I do not think that
statement was quite correct. The sensible
ones will admit that emergency legislation
has a place on the Statute hook because
it is necessary.

The question of meaningful consulta-
tions was raised, but in some areas such
consultations cannot possibly occur. They
would be quite impossible with two oppos-
ing philosophies.

The only fear which has been raised is
that either a union of industrial workers
or a union of employers could, in fact,
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cause & crisis or emergency, and some
powers must exist somewhere to deal with
such a situation if emergency legislation is
to be meaningful in any sense of the word.
That is quite realistic.

Mr Cooley made a great deal of play for
a period of about three hours mainly on
this one point. Hopefully, given enough
time, Mr Cooley will become a first-rate
member of the Legislative Couneil, when
he ceases to be President of the TLC. I
am not saying that he is not a first-rate
president, but I think he would make a
first-rate member of the Legislative Coun-
cil. At the present moment he is not;
he is President of the TLC, and it was
in that capacity he was speaking for three
hours.

I think it was the first occasion when
I have not heard the lead speaker for
the Oppesition give an important Bill such
as this one a reasonable sort of analysis.
To say that there was no emotion on the
Opposition side of the House was really
begging the question, because there was an
awful lot of emction in that particular
speech.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: In my speech?

‘The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes.

The Hen, D, W. Cooley: You will have
to read Hansard very hard to find any
emotion in it.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Any sense, either.

The Hon. G. C. MacEINNON: Mr Gay-
fer’s speech was delightful, but I do not
think he would expect me to reply to it.
He dealt with the broad principles of the
Bill because, as he quite rightly pointed
out in the early stage of his debate, this
is really a Committee Bill. I certainly do
not expect the Commitiee stage to be as
short as has been the second reading
debate.

This Is a Committee Bill and needs to
be examined, during Committee, In some
detail. I think that all of Miss Elliott's
queries were dealt with in the excellent
speech made by Mr Medcalf, so I will not
go over those comments again.

I really do not know whether Mr
Claughton expects me to answer his com-
ments bui there is one matter I would
like fo deal with. I refer to the sort of
veiled reference which I find a little re-
pughant. Mr Claughton, as members will
recall, referred to the fact that a letter
had been received and the implication was
that the letter had been given to him by
a member of the Liberal Party. I asked
him, by interjection, if it was a parla-
mentary member and he said it was not,
but the person concerned was & member
of the party. That particular letter was
written to a Mr Sutton.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I gave his
hame and address.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I fook my
copy out of my flle and followed it as the
honourable member opposite read his
copy. Mr Sutton lives at 16 Exbury Road,
Armadale, and he wrote to Mr Mensaros
because he had been to a union meeting
at which a pamphlet was discussed. The
pamphlet was circulated by the trade
union urging opposition to the Bill. Mr
Sutton doubted the truth of the document
50 he wrote to Mr Mensaros. Mr Mensaros
replled and Mr Sution was completely
satisfied. He made three photocopies of
the reply he recelved and he took one to
his union meeting at which the proposed
24-hour strtke was to be discussed. He
kept the original copy. The document
referred to would have to be one of the
three photocoples which he took to the
meeting.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Is the
Minister implying that I did not get it
from a member of the Liberal Party?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am ex-
plaining the way the member got the
copy of the letter; it had to be one of
ithe three copies.

The Hon, R. . Claughton: It was not
from a member of any union.

The Hon. G. €C. MacKINNON: The
union later invited the Minister and Mr
B. T. Burke to discuss the Bill, and then
decided not to také part In the strike.
That iIs how the letter came to be in Mr
Claughton’s passession.

The Hon., R. P. Claughton: That is the
Minister’s explanation.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The mem-
ber opposite gave the Impression that he
got the letter by some sneaky means from
a member of the Liberal Party who did
not like the fuel and energy Bill. It was
made to appear that by some means Mr
Claughton was able to get a2 photocopy of
the letter rushed to him during the dark
of the night. However, there were three
coples.

The Hon. R. F. Claughfon: It was not
glven to me by a member of & union, and
I doubt whether the person concerned
would have been at the meeting.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: We heard
all sorts of stories last night about the
lack of co-operation and an attempt being
made to destroy the union movement in
Western Australia. I do not believe there is
any group of people who have any desire to
destroy the union movement in Western
Australia. There are a few people in this
Chamber I can think of whose families
would be split if such a move was attemp-
ted. I was z member of a trade union al-
though I have not been a member for a
considerable number of years now. Both
my sons have been members of unions,
and one still is. We do not intend to
break up families. What is this talk about
smashing homes?
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The Hon, D. W, Cooley: It was sald last
night that an honourable membher wanted
to smash a unicen.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: That is not so.

The Hon. N. McNeill: You, Mr Cooley,
are the only one who says those words.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: One
thing which does stick in my mind about
Mr Claughton’s speech is that for some
obscure reason he wanted to top the
president of the TLC by speaking for a
longer time. So he spoke for five tedlous
hours of repetition and reading.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That was the
result of the very thorough examination
he made of all aspects of the Bill. He
should be complimented for the manner
in which he did his preparation, and for
his speech.

The Hon., G. C. MacKINNON: We have
been around here for some time and Mr
Thompson is fully aware that probably
the most complicated piece of legislation
ever introduced in this House was the
Companies Bill. If my memory serves me
correctly you, Mr President, introduced
the measure and I believe it took you
about an hour to read the very detalled
introduction. Mr Thompson is capable—
and on many occasions he has donhe so—
of very thoroughly analysing legislation
in this Chamber. I would almost be pre-
pared to bet money that he has never gone
longer than two hours on such an exercise.
The Leader of the Opposition knows, and
I know, thai Mr Claughton’s speeehh last
night was an exercise in tedium and an
exercise in exhaustion.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Is this the
new spirit the Minister was talking about
when he prefaced his remarks?

The G. C. MacKINNON: It is the sort
of thing which will lead to restrictions on
speeches in this Chamber, and all of us
will deplore such restrictlons in time to
come.

The Hon. R. ¥F. Claughton interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. G. C. MacEINNON: The
younger members in this Chamber will be
able to recall that restrictions were
brought about on the lst October, 1974,
as a result of a speech made by Mr
Claughton.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I hope the
Minister will be able to justify that com-
ment because he will not be able to justify
it from the contents of my speech.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I will not
have to justify it. I am saying that if ever
restrictions come ashout that will he the
reason.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: The Minister
does not like criticism.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

B4)

1885

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Last night
two speakers spoke for a total of elght
hours.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I spcke for
four hours and 14 minutes,

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon, G, C. MacKINNON: Mr Lewis
stuck to the Bill,

The Hon. R. F. Claughton interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Order! 1
would ask Mr Claughton, when order is
called for, to maintain order and hot
continue to interject.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton:
answered the Minister.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I have asked
the honourable member to refrain from
interjecting and he will please do so.

The Hon. R, P. Claughton: I rise to
say—

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I rise because
the Minister fs being extremely provoca-
tive.

The PRESIDENT: Order, please.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: If the Min-
ister does not want to respect—

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. R. F. Claughton:
House—

The PRESIDENT: Order! Is the honour-
able member rising on a point of corder?
Ifdhe 15, say so, otherwise please maintain
order.

I simply

—the

Point of Order

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: On a
point of order, Mr President, are the
rules and procedures of this House to be
used to stifle appropriate criticism of
Government policy? Is that to happen?

The PRESIDENT: What is the point of
order which the honourable member
wishes to raise?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I ask
whether the rules and procedures of this
House are to be used to stifle appropria‘e
critleism of debate and Government policy.
That seems to be the situation we are
arriving at.

The PRESIDENT: I do not see how an
honourable member who spoke for a
period of five hours while addressing him-
self to a Bill, and who will not respond to
a request from the Chair to maintain
order, can place an interpretation of that
nature on the rules of this House.

Debate Resumed
The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I spoke for
four hours and 14 minutes,

The PRESIDENT: I call on the Minister
for Education.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Thank
you, Mr President. Mr Lewis stuck to the
Bill in very general terms last night and
I do not think he would expect me to make
any comment.

The Hon. R. Thompson: He did not say
anything.

The Hon, A. A. Lewis: There were four
points of order.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I made
some brief notes regarding Mr Dellar's
speech, and there was some talk about
warfare on unions. TFhat has been the line
of debate from the Opposition, with the
exception of Mr Dan's and the bulk of Mr
Thompson's remarks.

Mrs Vaughan's was an Interesting
speech. She has impressed us all, I think,
with her wide reading on philosophy; and
that iz about all. I am afraid that in the
general context I finished up being fairly
confused, like my colleague who became
rather angry last night. FPerhaps It was
the time of night. Normally I enjoy a
talk on philosophy. I am not a great
admirer of Rousseau, but that is beside
the point. I must admit it might have
been the tlme of day that blunted my
appreciation of Mrs Vaughan's general
prhilosophic comments.

I do not think Mr Leeson, in his experi-
ence and knowledge of government, could
really have been serious in his accusation
of lack of guts. I think over the previous
12 years we were In office, and I am sure
again on this occasion, our Government
has shown it has all the guts needed to do
what it feels it must do. Although he
spoke briefly, Mr Leeson stressed the need
for emergency legislation,

The Hon, 8, J. Dellar: So did I.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Every member
ont our side has done that; but not this
legislation.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Mr Med-~
calf was quite right when he stated
factually and without histrionics that this
particular plece of emergency legislation
contained a far greater body of protective
clauses_and safety factors for the care of
the Indivldual in the general community—
whether he be a member of a union of
workers, a member of a union of employ-
ers, or just an ordinary employee—than
any other similar piece of legislation across
Australia, and certainly many more pro-
tective devices than the draft legislation
prepared for the previous Labor Adminis-
tration. It may well have been that after
discussionn in Caucus the Labor Govern-
ment’s draft legislation would have been
modified.

The Hon., R. Thompson:
would have been.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Not cer-
tainly. Let us take the situation which Mr
Thompson suggested was likely to happen.
An emergency could have occurred at that

It certainly
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partieular time, We were facing a situa-
tion fraught with dangers around the
world. Let us imagine we had been called
together in the days of such an emergency,
on the 30th January. There is Httle
doubt that everybody would have had the
feeling that emergency legislation was
necessary, that this was a matter of great
emergency and we must face it and have
the legislation on the Statute hook. If
that draft legislation had been brought
here it would have been passed, with all
{ts lack of restralnts and protections. It
is no good saying it certainly would not
have got past Caucus, That is what would
have happened in an emergency situation
hecause bad cases make bad laws, and the
only way to consider emergency legislation
is the way we are considering it now—not
confronting an emergency.

The Hon. R, Thompson: Tell me this;
will you proclaim this legislation?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Hopefully,
never. Of course, it 1s not my Blll, I am
not the Minister for Fuel and Energy, but
I still say: hopefully, never. Whether it
will be proclaimed in preparation for an
emergency, I do not know. I do not know
whether it would be considered necessary
to do that. I think it might be adequate
to have It passed and hold it for the
Governor’s slgnature, or have it signed by
the Governor without proclaiming it. I
suppose it could be done that way, and if
an emergency arose It would be pro-
claimed. It is to come Into operation on a
date to be fixed by proclamation, so that
course is possible.

Mz Ferry also spoke in general ferms. 1
noticed one or two of the members oppo-
site became a little upset.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Who would not
with the garbage he brought In?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Nothing to
do with the Bill.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I looked
out the windows and my memory went
back to the days of the rumpus in Vic-
toria over unity tickets when I saw those
well-painted Marxist signs outside Parlla-
ment House,

The Hon. D, K. Dans: Which Commun-
ist Party are we talking about? There are
four In Australis at the present time,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes.
They are mixed-up people.
The PRESIDENT: Order! We are

talking about the Fuel, Energy and Power
Resources Act Amendment Bill.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: In fact,
they are socialists. There are ne Com-
munist Governments Iin the world at the
present time, I understand. It s the
United Soviet Soclalist Republic.

The Hon. R. Thompson: What clause
of the Bill is that In?

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: I asked Mr Ferry
to repeat outside what he said.
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The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: That is
a sllly comment to make. The protective
device Is built into Parllament so that
people may speak here and not be action-
able. If one wants to make statements
outside one does not come into Parlla-
ment.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar:
to me privately.

The Hon. G, C. MacKINNON:; All I can
say about Mr Medcali's speech is that
thanks are due to him not only from this
House—

The Hon. R. Thompson:
rescuing you.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: —hut also
from the trade union movement and the
State in general.

The Hon. R. Thompson:
a great debt, I think.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes I
have already thanked him. If members
opposite belleve Mr Medealf saved me, well
and good. I thought Mr Medcalf played a
role as a member of & team—

The Hon. D, K, Dans: As the full back,
I would say.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: —as did
Mr Gayfer; and Mr Clive Griffiths made a
magnificent effort at something like 5.45
this morning,

The Hon. R, Thompson: Do you remem-
ber what he said?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, and
it was spot on. It was a jolly goed speech,
glven at a time when I doubt I could have
got up and made the sensible comments he
made,

The Hon. R. Thompson: Did not any-
body over this side say anything sensible?
Nobody on your side knew anything about
the Bill unijl Mr Medcalf spcke.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: Yes we
did. I Introduced the Bill.

The Hon. R. Thompson: None of your
members knew what it was about,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, they
made & very good job of their second read-
ing speeches. They knew what the Bill was
for and they knew it was essential.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Until Mr Medcalf
]ciame in, the ball was nearly over the touch-
ne.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Mr Withers
brought up the matter of the Pilbara. We
have seen the same sort of thing on radio
and television sessions. I agree with Mr
Dans on this point. I expressed exactly
the same sentiments on both the pro-
grammes I happened to be on. I appeared
on “This Day Tonight"” with Mr Cooley
and Mr Burke, and then on the other pro-
gramme at Channel 7 with Mr Burke,
While I do not deny the ordinary citizens
the right to protest, I still belleve the

He can make it

Thank him for

You owe him
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proper way to protest in a democracy is
every three years at electlon time. I de-
plore this growlng practice of fomenting
protest and disruption. I join with Mr
Dans in my regret about that.

As I sald on the Channel 9 show, the
time will come when these protests lead
to tragedy, While I was at Channel 7T a
report came In about a bomb threat. A few
minutes later we had another bomb threat
to some cars and we discussed these on the
show. A spontaneous protest is one thing,
but this sort of organised hatred-—

The Hon. Lyla Elllott: The bomb threats
must have come from people supporting
your side.

The Hon, G, C, MacKINNON: They could
have.

The Hon. Lyla Elllott: Obviously they do.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I do not
deplore the threats any the less. As I said,
we should all erawl into a 1little corner and
cry for humanity when this sort of thing
happens. I believe the day will come when
this type of agitation will lead to tragedy,
as It has led to tragedy In other parts of
the world.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Don’t you ac-
cept some sort of responsibllity for this
sort of thing happening? Although I do
not mean you personally.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: No.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Cannot the
Government accept some sort of responsi-
bility?

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: I have
never taken part in any sort of agitation.
Opposition members have asked us teday
to agitate and to get pecple on our side
to march on Parllament House. I have
never and I will never take part in
that sort of thing, At Channel 7 Leslie
Anderson said, “How could anyone be
killed?” I said that a child could be killed.
She replied, “Nobody takes children to a
protest.,” Two of the people who marched
vesterday were in the gallery last night
and they had a baby with them. This baby
logked to be less than six months old. In
& crowd of the size we saw yesterday, &
child could be knocked over and killed.
What a tragedy that would he.

The Hon. D. W, Cooley: You misunder-
stood my interjection. I asked you: does
not your Government accept some respon-
sibility for the demonstration that took
place?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: No, There
are other ways to seek an explanation with-
out this type of thing. ILet us face the
fact that the bulk of the agitation took
place for one reason. Politically the Lahor
Party has been losing the unionists. This
is a fact, and I think toddy’'s Press carried
the report that Mr Hawke believed the
Labor Party would lose a ballot If 1t were
taken now. The ALP reallses it is losing
the unionists, This legislatlon was a
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heaven-sent opportunity to rally them to
the cause. It was used almost like a ban-
ner to rally the flagging troops. With an
issue such as this a responsibility also
devolves on the people running the tele-
vision and radic programmes.

The Hon. Lyla Elllott: Were you op-
posed to the march on the Trades Hall?

The Hon. G. C. MacEINNON: Yes.
The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You were?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, I
do not think marches are ever good. I am
quite consistent about that. When I sat
in the seat currently occupied by Mr Dellar
I made the same sort of condemnation
about the protest march led by Mr Tonkin.
I am guite consistent about this. I have
done my share of protesting In my time
and I have been accused by the TLC of
wesring a badge—although not this one,
it s a scout badge—which indicated I had
done my share of protesting.

Members may remember the rag of a
paper put out by the TLC last year. I kno_w
that Mr Dolan was most upset about it.
It was a pretty scurrilous paper and I was
accused in it of hiding behind an RSL
badge. I have done my share of protesting,
but I did not do it by marching in rallies
of this type. I deploré them. This Bill has
been used for that purpose, As often hap-
pens with something like this, the whole
thing has backfired and it has been a fail-
ure. Time will prove that. The rally cost
the unionists a leot of money, but never-
theless it was a failure.

I enjoyed Mr Dans' speech. He bhas a deep
knowledge of union activity and psychol-
ogy and he has g very good understand-
ing of working men. However, I was dis-
appointed that he had been so misled and
that he had accepted the sort of comments
made by Mr Hawke. He made a very deep
statement that the Bill before us would not
do anything to help a ship carting petrol
here from overseas. Well, it also would not
help if an oil pipeline burst in Iran or
anywhere else. That was a silly sort of
statement to make. In a State-Federal
system such as ours, we have to have leg-
islation of this type.

Mr Thompson left us in no doubt; he
does not like the Bill. However, I point out
again to him that fuel and energy crises
can be local and that we need State leg-
islation as distinet from Federal legisla-
tion. We all know that Western Australia
does not stop at the border. We have Fed-
era]l and State unions and similar organi-
sations. However, Mr Thompson endea-
voured also to fasten onto Mr Medealf’s
anecdote. I do not blame him for that be-
cause it gave the Opposition a chance to
pin a little bit of criticism on Mr Medeglf.
As I have said, the Commonwealth can
legislate for crises which affect the whole
of Australia, but it cannot legislate for a
specific crisis within an individual State.
And so we need this Bill,

[COUNCIL.I

The Hon. R. Thompson: We have uni-
form matrimonial and company laws, and
many other uniform laws. We should have
uniform fuel and energy leglslation.

The Hon, G. ¢. MacKINNON: To some
extent that is a matter of political belief
and it does not answer my point that we
do not have this legislation. If we needed
rationing tomoerrow or legislation o control
black marketering, there is nothing we
could do about it. Indeed, there is some
doubt that the SEC really has the power
to ration its supplies as it does whenever
there is a crisis. Of course, this Bill will
make the action of the SEC perfectly legal.

The Hon. Lyla Ellfott: Do you not think
section 8 (¢) of the parent Act would give
the commission certain powers?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It may do.
I will ook at that when we get to the
Committee stage, and I suggest we do that
as quickly as possible. I commend the Bill
to the House.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes—19
Hon. C. B. Abbey Hon. N. McNeill
Hon. 3. W. Berry Hon. I. Q. Medcalf
Hon. H. W, Gayfer Hon, T. Q. Perry
Hon. Clive Grlf.ﬂths Hon. 1. G. Pratt
Hon. J. Heltman Hon. J. C. Tozer
Hon. T. Knight Hon. R. J. L. Willipms
Hon, A. A, Lewls Hon. W. R. Withers
Hon. G. C. MacKinnon Hon. D. J. Wordsworth
Hon. G. E. Masters Hon. V. J. Ferry
Hon. M. McAleer (Teiler}

Noes—8
Hon. R, P. Cleughton Hon. R. H. €. Stubbs
Hon. D. W. Cooley Hon, R. Thompson
Hon. 8. J. Deliar Hon. Grace Vaughan
Hon. Lyla Elllott Hon. D. K. Dans

{ Teller)
Pair
Aya Ko

Hon. N, E. Baxter Hon. R. T. Leeson
Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (the Hon.
J. Heltman) 1n the Chair; the Hon. G. C.
MacKinnon (Minister for Education) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short title and citatlon—

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have in-
dicated that I will oppose every clause In
the Bill, and geitlng rid of the short title
will be my first exercise in dividing the
Committee. 1 need say no more.

Clause put and a divislon taken with the
following result—

Ayes—18
Hon. C. R, Abbey Hon. N. McHNelll
Hon. Q. W, Berry Hon. 1. G. Medealf
Hou. H. Oayter Hon. T. O. Perry
Hon, Clive Grifiiths Hon. 1. G. Pratt
Hon. T. Knight Hon. J. C. Tozer
Hon, A, A. Lewis Hon. R. J. L. Willlams
Hon. G. €, MacKinnon Hon. W. R. Withers
Hon. Q. E. Masters Hon. D. J. Wordswort.h
Hon, M. McAleer Hon. V. J

(Tcller)
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Noes—3
Hon. R. P. Claughton Hon. R. H, C. Stubbs
Hon, D. W. Cooley Hon. B. Thompson
Hom. D. E. Dans Hon, Grace Vaughan
Hon. 8. J. Dellar Hon. Lyla Elljott
{Teller }
Palr
Aye Noa.
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. R. T, Leeson

Clause thus passed.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by the Hon, G. C.
MacKinnon (Minister for Education).

BILLS (6): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING
1. Police Act Amendment Bill.
Main Roads Act Amendment Bill,

3. Marketing of Potatoes Act Amend-
ment Bill

4. Dongara-Eneabba Raiflway Bill,

5. Ministers of the Crown (Statutory
Designations) and Acts Amend-
ment, Bill,

6. Rallways Discontinuance and Land
Revestment Bill.

Bills received from the Assembly;
and, on motions by the Hon. N.
MeNeill (Minister for Justice),
read a first time,

REGISTRATION OF DEEDS
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT BILL

Returned

Bil! returned from the Assembly with-
out amendment.

House edjourned at 12.25 a.m. (Thursday)

Henislative Asgembly

‘Wednesday, the 2nd October, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (32): ON NOTICE

1. COMMUNITY RECREATION
COUNCIL

Perry Lakes Pavilion: Lease

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
{iepresenting the Minister for Recrea-
on:

Would he advise the present posi.
tion re the proposal by the Com-
munity Recreation Council to
acquire a long-term lease of the
Perry Lakes pavilion and com-
plex?

Mr STEPHENS replied:

Mr

The leasing of portion of Perry
Lakes pavilion and complex by the
the Community Recreation Coun-
¢il has been agreed to, in principle,
by the parties concerned.

The detalled draft lease has been
drawn up and should be finalised
in the near future.

It is anticipated that the Com-
munity Recreation Councll will be
operg%ng from Perry Lakes early
in 1974,

HOUSING
Mortgage Relief
FLETCHER, to the Minister for

Housing:

Relevant to his letter of 27th
September, 1974 to all Parlia-
mentary Members regarding
assistance available to the public
on application to the Mortgage
Relief Committee where monthly
repaymernts rise as a consequence
of a rise in interest rates on home
loans, will this assistance be
given additionally to those mort-
gagors who are expected to re-
ceive the recently published
assistance of $9 to $11 per week
income tax rellef promised by the
Australian Government to those
with home loans at high interest
rates?

O'NEIL replied:

Yes. The proposed scheme of tax
deductibility in respect of interest
payments was not a factor taken
into account by the Mortgage
Relief Committee when it prepared
the guide-lines criteria for the
building societies, ete.

However, it is pointed out that
the proposed income tax rebate
on aceount of interest paid on a
home mortgage will vary accord-
ing to the income and the mort-
gage interest paid by the claimant.

The Commonwealth has indicated
that the rebate will be pald an-
nually unless the claimant could
convince the Taxation Department
that he has a justifiable c¢laim for
the rebate to be allowed weekly.
Allowance on a pay-as-you-earno
basis was strongly advocated by
this Government, the building
socleties, the unions and represen-
tative organisations of home
buyers.

Relief under the Commonweslth
scheme j5 considered to be closer
to $3 or $4 per week and not the
$9 to $11 as stated by the Member.



